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The Neceſſity of Reformation, with reſpeff 
to the Errors and Corruptions of the 
; Church of Rome. 


H1S will be manifelt to all unprejudiced Perſons, 
. bythe proof of theſe Six PROPOSITONS. 


Prop. I. That the Church of Rome is not only fallible, 
but had attually erred. 


- Prop. II. That her Errors were not flight, and in Matters 
I of ſmall Moment ;, but ſo groſs.and enormous, when the 
; Reformation was ſet on foot, that there was a neceſſity of - 
reforming them. 


Prop. III. That no hope was left, that the: Church of 
Rome would- either reform theſe Errors in her ſelf, or 
give conſent to the Reformation of them in any other 
Church that communicated with her. 


Prop. IV. That every Particular National Church, had a 
Right to reform it ſelf without her leave. 


Prop. V. That this Right of the Church of England in- 
particular, was unqueſtionable , And: therefore as a ne- 
ceſſary Concluſion from theſe Premiſſes. 


Prop. 
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2 No hope of Reformation 
Prop. VT. That the Church of England was —_— . 
obliged to reform her ſelf. 


The two rſt of which Pro xſitions having been alrea- : 
for Diſcourſe, the third comes next : 


dyproved, in a fore 
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ROP. IH. That zo hope was left, that the Church th of 

Rome would either reform theſe Errors in her ſelf, or 

give conſent to the Reformation of them in any other C hurth 
that communicated with her there. 


Which tho it contains theſe two Propoſitions ; 
. That there was no hope that ſhe would reform mots 
Errors in her ſelf, 

2. That there was no hope that ſhe would conſent to 
che Reformation of them in any other Church that com- 
municated with here therein : Yet becauſe the latter of 

heſe will plainly follow from the proof of the former, I 
hall therefore inſiſt upon that only. 

Tho her Corruptions were numerous,and many of them 
in their Nature and Conſequence very dangerous ; yet if 
ſhe could have been perſuaded topurge them out,and return 
to her Primicive Purity, the Proteſtants would have ac- 
cepted the Reformation from her Hands, and have hearti- 
ly thanked her for it. But alas, there was no hope left, 
that ſhe would ever be cleanſed ; but the greateſt reaſon 
ro 


"fromthe Church of Rome. | _ 
to fear, that" She' that was filthy, would be filthy frilt. As 
will be manifeſt by the following Conſiderations. For; * 
' - 2, Could there be any juſt ground of hope, that ſhe 
would ever reform, after ſhe had obſtinately refuſed, and 


ſhewed her ſelf \incorrigible, notwithſtanding thoſe fre: 
quent Complaints, that for many Ages had- been-made 


rainft her Corruptions, by many great Men, - both Ec- 
clefiaſtical and Secular, of her own Communion ? Paſſing 
over thoſe that are more remote, I ſhall take notice of the 
Complaints of later Ages only. | 

In the twelfth Century, the Emperor Frederic T. (aJ. 
Hem. IT. King of Ezgland, (b). And Lewis VII. King of 
France, (c). St. Bernard, (d). Honorins of Auſtun, (e). 
Tohn Sarisburienſis Biſhop of Chartres, (f). Petrus Ble- 
ſenſis Arch-deacon of Bath, (g). Arnulphus a famous 
Preacher at.Rome, (h) made grievous Complaints againſt 
the Tyrannies, Uſurpations, and Abuſes of the Pope and 
his Clergy. | | . 

In the x 3th Century the ſame Complaints were conti- 
nued and encreaſed by the Emperor Frederic Il. (i). Me- 
nardus Count of Tirol, (1). Probus Biſhop of Toul, (m). 
Everhard Arch-biſhop of Saltzburg, (n). Rob. Biſhop of 
Lincoln, (0). And Peter Caſſiodore, (p). 

In the 14th Century, Ludovicus Bavarus the Emperor, 
with the conſent of the States of the Empire, proclaimed 
the Pope to be the Arch-Heretick, and the Antichriſt 


(a) Naucleri- Chronograph. vol. 2. generat. 39. p. 849. Sigon. de Regno. Iral. 
I. 14. (6) Matth. Paris in Hen. II. An. 1164, 67, 68. (c) Matth. Paris ad An- 
no 1145. (4d) Serm. 6. in Pal, 50. Serm.33. in Cantic, (2) De Przdeſt. & lib, 
Arbit, Dialcg, iticer opera Caſſand, & in Biblioth, Patr. tom. 15. ( f ) Policrar. * 
1.6, £.24. 1.8. c.17. & in aliis locis. (g_) Epiſt. 5, 8. & in multis aliis, (b) Pla- 
N Ny 20 Honorii ” Baſ.ts80. (1) A — 

JZ) Aventin, Annal. Bojor, 1.7. P. 531, $32, $42. Bal. 1580. vent, t. 
Bojur, 1.7. P5797 (#) 1.7. P+$724573+ (#) 1.7. p:346- 547+ (0) Marth. Paris 
-- _— ad An,1253,1254. (Þ) Epiſt, de Tyrannide Puntif, Rom, apud Gol- 

aſt, vol, 1, 
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which fat in the Temple of God, (q). Eaw. III. and 
Rich.1I. Kings of Exgl/ayd, not only complained, but 
made ſevere Laws againſt his Encroachments, (r.). And 
many of prime note among the Clergy, ſuch as W71liam 
Occam (their invincible DoQtor) (s). Leopold Biſhop of 
Bamberg, (t). Durand Biſhop of Menda,(u). Marſilins of 
Padua, (w). Francis Petrarch, Archdeacon of Parma, (x). 
'The Divines of .Paris and Boxonia, made doleful outcries 
againſt the Rapines and Oppreiſions, the Pride and Cove- 
touſneſs, the Luxury and Senſuality of the Biſhop and 
Court of . Rome. | 

In the 15th Century, the Emperor Slgiſmuzd, (y). Pe- 
trus de Alliaco Cardinal of Cambray, (z). John Gerſon 
Chancellor of Paris, (4). Nic. de Clemangss Archdeacon of 
Bayeux, (b). Jacob. de Paradiſo, (c). And many more 


made diſmal Complaints of Corruptions and Abuſes, and 


vehemently.called for the Reformation of them. 

And what was the Fruit of all theſe Complaints and 
Outcrics? Was any Grievance Removed ? any Abuſle re- 
formed ? No, not {ſo much as one; but rather on the con- 
trary, the Corruptions were daily encreaſed and multi- 
plicd, like.an impetuous and irreſiſtible Torrent, .they 
ſwelled che higher, by how much.the more they were op- 
poſed. 


—— 


(q) Aventin. Annal. Bojor. I. 7. p. 610,611, 612.* (r) 29, Edw. III. c. 1. & 
25. Edw. 3.16. 16. Rich. 2. C. 5. & 13. R. 2. C. 3. Ste Coke pon theſe Statutes, 
Inſtitut. part. 3. C- 54+ (5) Diſpurar. Sup. Poreſt, Przlar. Ecclef. arq; Princip. ter- 
rar. Commiſl. 'Goldaſt. vol. 1. (t) Aventin. 1. 7. p.629. (#) Tract. de modo 
Generalis . Concil. Celcbrand. parts 3. tit. 1. 27, 28, 29. & paihm in aliis ticulis, 
(w). Defenſ. Pacis, pars 2. £.23,24,25,27.8& per totam. (x) Epiſt. de Jur. Imp, 
Rom, & Injur. Pap. Rom. Ejuſque Aſleclar. Golduſt. Monarch. tom. 2. P- 1345. 

Cy) Goldaſt. Conſtir. Imper. p. 1. p. 145. (x) De Emendart. Eccleſ. Patril). 
olim. oblar. in Coneil Conſtant. (a) Serm. de Tribulat. ex defe&. Eccleſiaſt. 
Regim. & Scrm. coram. P.4P. Benedit, & Alexand. (b) /Tra&, de corrupt. 
Statu Eccleſ. &. de Reparat..& Ruina Ecclef. (c.) ColleR, de Sept.Statib, Ecclef. 
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fromthe Church of Rome. 5 

-- 06j. Tt will perhaps be faid, that theſe Complaints 
were made againſt the Corruptions of the Court, not of 
the Church'of Rome. wt. 

Anſ. *Tis true; That many of them were more im- 
mediatly levelled againſt the Pope and his Court, thoſe 
chlo made by Kings and Emperours, who chiefly 
concerned themſelves in vindicating their Rights, againſt 
the Uſurpations of the Court of Rowe : But many more, 
againſt thoſe Corrupfions which generally obtained in 
the Church. And the truth is, the Corruptions of the 
Court cannot be confined to themſelves, but derive them- 
ſelves into, and overſpread the Church ; fo that it can 
hardly be avoided, but that in proportion to the corruption 
of the one, will be that of the other, (as will appear in 
the ſequel of this Diſcourſe.) 

2, The Reformation of the Church of Rome was yet 
more hopeleſs, becauſe not only theſe, but many other 
Attempts made toward it, had by the Pope and his: 
Court been already defeated. How earneſtly did the Em- 
peror $igi/-zund endeavour, that a Reformation might be 
wrought by the Council of Conſtance ?. And many Decrees 
were paſſed by the Council in order to it, (4). And what 
was the Event? Did any Reformation follow thereupon ? 
Not the leaſt; the Decrees were all eluded by the Popes(e). 
Which Ger/oz refletting upon, makes this Remarque; 7 
ſee, ſays he, That 4 Reformation will never be made by a 
Comnncil, without the preſidency of ſuch a Guide, as is well af- 
fetted toward it, (f). - And that he was not in this a falſe 
Prophet, is too maniteſt by the like fruitleſs event of ſuc- 
ceeding Councils. None ever more endeavoured the re- 
forming of Abuſes, and the reſtoring the Church to its 
Rights and Liberties, than the Council of Baſ#/; but to 
as little purpoſe as the Council of Coxftance had done he- 


(4) Seſl. 4, 5,39, 40. (e) Richer. Hiſt. Concil, General, l, 2. c, 3. p. 261, 
CD) Richer 21. Mo 0 3» Þ. © 
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6 No hope of Reformation 
fore : For when the Pope faw what they were refolved 
upon, he brake the Synod in pieces, by trantlating it firſt to 
Ferrara, and then to Floreace (whither a great part of them 
_ refuſed to g0, and declared thoſe that went 4 Conventi- 

cle of Schiſimaticks) and then not a word more'was heard 
of Reformation (g): And tho ſome good Conſtitutions 
and Decrees were made by 1t ; yet ſo far was the Pope 
trom putting them in. execution, that he rejetted them all, 
and' made it his endeavonr to puniſh thoſe who obſerved them ; 
as Tho. de Orbellis, the Nuncio of the Council of Baſil, told 
the Council of the Church of Frazce aſſembled at Borr- 
ges (h). | 

The Fathers of the fecond Piſaz Council, decreed to 
reform the Church ; but before they could put their De- 
crec in execution, that Council was diſſolved by Jrlizs IT, 
who pronounced them a pack of Schiſmaticks, and threat- 
ned Damnation to all thoſe who adhered to them ; and 
by a Council of his own chuling, ſurmmoned to Rowe, re- 
probated and diſannulled all their Atts (7), 

When the Princes and States of Germany would no lon- 
ger be put off with words, but in caſe the Pope would not 
effeQually ſet himſelf to Reform, threatned to take the 
Work into their own hands (k) ; the utmoſt that could be 
obtained from Campegius the Pope's Legate, was ſuch a 
light Reformation of the Interiour Clergy, as would have 
proved a Remedy worſe than the Dileaſe. As for the 
Abuſes of the Court of Rowe, (the Source from which all 
others derived themſelves) he would yield nothing ; but 
when they began to diſcourſe of them, he ejther ſaid, that 


(gs) Richer l. 3. p. 481. (bh) Verum magrius dolor in Ecclefiam irruir, cumille 
qui primus facros Canones exequi debebat, & cxreris viam ſalutis oftendere, omnia 
hze Conſtituta & Decreta (quantum ipſum concernebant) rejicievat z ira ut nullum 
unquam Decretum Concili concernens Reformationem, in effieacem executiunem 
ponere compertus eft ; quinimo condemnariones cenfurarum | & poenarum 1n eos 
proferre conabatur, qui ca Decreta obſervabanr. Richer. 3. p. 605, 606, (4) Slet- 
dan, Comment, l, 2, (+ ) Faſcic, rerum experend, ac fugiend, fol, 188, 
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from the Church of. Rome! 4 
it was Hereſy to reprehend them; or that he referr'd them to 
the Pope himſelf (1): - Since therefore the Heads of the 
Church-of Rowe had withſtood , and defeated ſo many 
Attempts for Reformation, he muit needs be a Man of a 
fanguine temper, who could {till hope that he ſhould at 
length ſee her reformed, | 

3. -There was yet greater reaſon to deſpair of ever ſee- 
ing this; becauſe after all theſe Complaints and Endea- 
yours, her Corruptions were ſo-far from being removed, 
that they were indeed confirmed, render'd .more fixt and 
immovable than they were before. That Patient, doubt- 
leſs, is deſperate, who 1s made more fick by the moſt pro- 
per means of Cure. 'This was plainly the caſe of the 
Churoh-of Rome; by the Medicines applied, her Diſeaſe 


was {trengthned, and: became more obftinate. For in the 


laſt Lateran Council, that nothing might remain to give 
check for the future, to the Exorbitancies of the Pope and 
his Court, the pragmatick SanCtion was abrogated, and 


4o much of the Council of Baſi, .as fet Bounds to their 


lawleſs Tyrannies; the Canſtitutionof Pope Boniface Vl, 
was renewed, () which determins it #eceſſary to Salvati- 
on, for every human Creature to be ſubjett: to the Biſhop of 
Rome ; and the. Pope's Supremacy ſet {o high, that wore 
might. ſay unto him, what doſt thou? > 

ir 15 true, this Council was ſammor'd/by:Fulis IT, up- 
on pretence of reformigg the Church ; but that which he 
really intended was, to defeat the Reformation decreed by 


the -Council. of Pſa, as Du Ranchin tells us (z): And 


that this was:no-uncharirable Surmiſe, is faſficiently- evi- 
dent by: the Event. For what one Aﬀ-can be menti- 
oned of Julie, during thoſe five Sefſions he lived, that fo 
much as. look'd toward a Reformation ? And when after 


(2) Soave's Aft, of .the Council of Trent, 1.1. p. 32.printed at Lond, 1540, 
(7) Se. 11, (1) Review of the Council of Trent, l, 4«G. 7. 
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[} + - Þ No hope of Reformation 
[| fome Year; Fravel, by” the Midwifery of Pope Leo X, 
| ſomething called a Reformation, was brought forth ; what 
[| was it elſe, bat a Reformation from better to worſe ? For 
as it takes no notice of any Corruption in Faith or. Wor-: 
ſhip, but ſuppoſes them entirely ſound': So, 

i. Not one in ten of thoſe Abulſes 1n-other matters, 
which were moſt complained of,are ſo much as mentioned ; 
as will appear to any Man who will be atthe pains to-com- 
pare it with the Grievances, which not loagafter were 
preſented by the Princes of Germany, to Pope Adrian VI, 
| (o) and with the Articles of Reformation preſented by 
| the ſele&t Council to Pal: III. (p) and: with other Cata- 
logues of Abuſes- concerning Eccleſiaſtical Perfons and 
| ; Things, publiſhed long before, by Petrus de Alliaco, Gerſop, 
and other Members of their own Church. As for thoſe 
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Abuſes which-t meddles with, what are they for the grea- 
ter part, but ſuch as. were in matters of ſmall moment ? 

| How triflng. is all the Reformation that concern'd the 

} Cardinals, who above all others (his Holineſs only ex- [ 
cepted.) ſtood in need-of: being reformed ? : 


| 2. Several of: thoſe Abuſes it would ſeem to aboliſh, 
it does it with ſuch Reſerves and Exceptions, as do in 
E | truth give Protection to them. For inſtance, In the firſt 
| Decree, which is uſher'd in with ſuch a ſolemn Preface, 
| that if a Man read no further, he will conclude, that cer- 
rainly ſome great Matter follows : and fo indeed it is, as 
to the matter of the Decree ; but then-an Exception is 
| | added, which renders ite utterly inſignificant. For-the 4 
| Decree is, That Patriarchal, Metropolitical and Cathedral- <4 
| Churches, and Monaſteries, ſhall be diſpoſed, not at-the inſtance - 
| of any Perſon by way of Commendam ; but ſhall be provided 

with ſuch Biſhops and Abbots, as are of. ſuitable Age, Learn- 


(o) Faſcir rerum. expetiend. ac fugierd.- fol. 177, 178,- (p) Richer. 1. 4. k 
P- 159, ; 
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from the Church of Rome. 9 


ins, and Gravity of Manners : Hitherto well ; but fee now 


' the Exception : Urleſs it ſhall be thought good, that with re- 


. 


| ſpett to the profit of the Churches, they be conferred upon Men 


otherwiſe qualified, upon the account of their Prudence, Nobi- 
lity, Probity, Expertence, or for that they have been Ancient 
Courtiers, and deſeried well of the Apoſtolick See (q). . Is 
not the Mockery now manifeſt ? Does not the Exception: 
pull down, as much as the Decree fets up? Was not the: 
Church (notwithſtanding this ſolemn Decree) keto be: 
provided with excellent Biſhops, Metropolitans, and Pa- 
triarchs, when it was fufficient qualification, that they 
were Noblemen, ancient Courtiers with a competency of Learn- 
ing, or ſuch as had done the Pope good Service? 'Toas good 
purpoſe was it decreed, That .zo May ſhould be diſpenſed with 
to hold more than two incompatible Benefices, without a great 
and urgent Cauſe (r). For when the Pope has a mind to 
gratific a Favourite, will he not ealily find ſuch a Cauſe ? 
Beſide, That a manifeſt Abule is hereby eſtabliſh'd, viz. 
Diſpenſations without any argent Cauſe, to as many as the 
Pope pleaſes, to hold two ſuch Benetices as are. incompa=- 
tible. | | | 

3. Inſtead of the Removal, ſome very pernicious Cor- - 
ruptions and Abuſes were by expreſs Law eſtabliſhed. I 
ſhall inſtance 1n one, .viz. The Exemption of Church- 
men (both as to their Perſons and Purſes) from the Juriſ- 
diction of all Secular Powers (s); which is utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with Civil Government., and* hath © been one 
main Cauſe: of thoſe numberleſs Treaſons, Seditions and 
Arp "avril .1n which that Church hath the preeminence 
of others. 


4. As for. ſome other Decrees which reſpe&t Manners 


(4) Nifi ratione utilicatis Ecclefiarum, Prudentiz, Nobilitatis, Probitatis, Experi- 
entiz, arg; Curalitaris antiq# cum comperent literarura,'& in ſede Apoſtolica veri- 
torum, aliter viſum fuerit faciendum. Sefſi-g. in Decrer. Reformat, (7) Bulla : 
Retormat. Sefl, 5, (5) Reformat, Curiz & alior.. - 

- and: 
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10 No hope of Reformation 
and Diſcipline , namely, That Clergymen eſpecially ſhould 


|. live chaſily;, and that they whe live otherwiſe, ſhould be ſe- 


verely puniſhed according to the Canons : That the Conſtitu- 
tions of former Popes againſt Simoniſts ſhould be renewed (t). 
Could they be otherwiſe rhan inſignificant, as long as the 
cauſes of theſe Corruptions were ſtill maintained, and no 
proviſion made for putting the Canons in execution ? For 
the Pope to talk of reviving the ancient Canons, without 
firſt reforming his own Court, from whence the negle& 
and contempt of theſe Canons mainly proceeded, was as 
abſurd, as to go about to cleanſe*the Stream, while the 
Fountain remains polluted. And that de fa&o, the Cen- 
ſures decreed by this Council, were tor the moit part ne- 
ver executed, is confeſs'd even by the Bigot Carranza (u). 

I need ſay no more ; Nor was it indeed needfal to ſay 
ſomuch, ſince I might have ſpared the pains of proving 
that, which-was ſo notorious by the event. I appeal to the 
Romaziſts themſelves, whether Corruptions and Abuſes 
did not more abound ; and whether Complaints againſt 
them were not more loud and clamorous, after the celebra- 
tion of this Council, than before ? A worthy Reformation ! 
{o palpable was the Cheat, that divers of their own Church 
ſpeak of it with Indignation and Abhorrency. This,ſays the 
Dattor frequently quoted, that excellent Reformation, lo 
earneſtly deſired by all Chriſtian Nations for 200 years; or to 
ſpeak more truly, this is the Cover and Danb for the Ab»ſes of 
tbe Roman Court (w). And ſpeaking again of this Coun- 
cil, he repreſents it, as that which might make any Man 
deſpair of ever ſeeing a.good Reformation : For fince, lays 
he, Diſeaſes, Injuries and Corruptions flow thence, from whence 
Medicine and wholſom Laws onght to proceed ; who would not 
abandon all hope of the publick Safety,and of the Reſftauration of 
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<@) Ibid. (+). Summa Concilior. .p. 897. (w) Hzc illa eſt eximia & tanto- 
pere a Chriſtiams Nationibus ducentis abhinc annis exopratat Reformatio 3 vel ut 
.yerius dicamus, abuſuum CurizRomanz mcruſtatioatq; mvolutio, Richer. 1,4-p.26. 
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the Church, to a better ſtate (x)? What thoſe Diſeaſes, Tn- 
juries, and .Corruptions were, which flowed from this 
Council, and how grievous and intolerable, the fame Au- 
thor largely-repreſents, in many foregoing pages. Of the 
ſame Judgment was Beatas Rhenanus,who in the year 1522 
(about five years after the ending of this Conncil) thus 
concludes his InveQive againft the Pope's Uſurpations : 
Farewel, Chriſtian Reader ;, and together with me lament the 
Diſcipline of the Church, daily declining to the worſe (y). 

Nor can any Man think it ſtrange, thatthis Connect! 
produced no better Fruits, if he confiders, 'That thoſe few 
Biſhops of which it confifted, were purely the Pope's Crea- 
tures(z), and that nothing was decreed by it, but. what 
was before decreed, and made ready for their hands, by the 
Pope and his Cabinet Council (a) : ſo that nothing was 
ſynodically diſcuſſed and concluded, but all things deter- 
min'd by the Pope's Omnipotent Fiat (b) ; I fay Ommipe- 
zent, becauſe no lefs than all Power both in Heaven and 
Earth, was in this Council blaſphemouſly aſcribed to 
him (c), No Man, I ſay, that conſiders theſe things, will 
much wonder, that matters were ſo carried. For to pro- 
ceed : | 

4. Who could hope that the Pope would conſent to a 
Reformation in good earneſt (without whoſe Conſent to 
{uppole it could be wrought in the Church of Rozxe, is as 


(x) Cum igitur morb3,injurtz atq; corruptele illinc,unde medicina juraqz falutaria 
debebant promonare, ſcaturiunt z quotaſquiſque & de Ecclefiz in melius inſtaura- 
rione, & de pu'!ica taiure ſpera omnem non .merito abjiciat? þ. 4. P. 117, 118, 
() Vale, Chrifhune Lefor, & Ecclefiaſticx Diſcipline ad deteriora prolabantis 
quoridie (quoniain aliter nihil fere reſtat) communibus mecum ſufpiriis ingemitfce. 
Goldaſt. Mocarch. $: Rom, Imp. vol. 1. p. 6:47, (x) —---In qua vix alium, quam 
Aulicum Epiſcopum inveria. Richer, I. 4. p. 14+ Hxc Synodus ex fſolis Curiz 
Romanz Afſccl's conflata eſt : p. 19. (4a) Hic autem ſolus Papa ranquam abſolu- 
tus Monarcha, ills que dom in ſecceto & oligarchico Concilio, &c. P. 24.iteml, 2. 
P- 127, (b) ----—-Nulla eft Sefſio in qua altquid Synodice condirum fuerit, ſed 
cuncta rlefporico Tmperto edifta & conclufa ſunt 3 etiam a Julio & Leofie x. arma- 
C25, P. 42, 49. {c)- Sil, 9. Þ. 117, Bin, Edit. 1636. : | 

abſurd, 
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abſurd, as to ſuppoſe that the Body ſhould move one way, 
and the Head another); Who could ſo much as dream that 
the Pope would ever conſent to that, which was ſo dire&- 
ly oppoſit to his dearly beloved Inclinations and Intereſts ? 
'The Pope was now quite another Man from what he was 
in the b2ginning ; from a Servant of Servants,he was now 
exalted to be King of Kings, and Lord of the World (A) : 
All Kings and Emperors were become his Subje&ts, or ra- 
ther his Slaves (e) ; and he ſuch an abſolute Sovereign over 
them, that he might give away their Kingdums at his 


Pleaſure. He was to be acknowledged the alone Fountain. 


of Honour, and all the Wealth of the World was to flow 
to his Exchequer, to maintain the Pomp ar. ! Granduer of 
his Court. Whereas Hunulity and Charity, Poverty, 
and Patience, and. Suffering, were his ancient Charaters ; 
he was now known and diſtinguiſhed from other Mortals, 
by his numerous and ſplendid Retinue, by the Proftration 
of Kings at his Feet, and by ſetting his Feet on their 
Necks ; by exalting himſelf above all that is called God, or 
worſhipped. In a word, Pride and Ambition, Covetouſ- 
neſs and Rapine, Tyranny and Oppreſſion, were thoſe 
Graces in which the Pope was become more excellent than 


his Neighbours. 


For as.if theſe were now his inſeparable Adherents,how 


meek, and humble, and-mortified a Man ſozyer he was bes 
fore, when he came to the Popedom, or to approach ſo 
near as to be within the hope of it,he was preſently tranſ- 
formed into a Man of another Spirit. How zealous againſt 


(4) Regum Rex, & Orbis Terrarum Monarcha. (2) Quod folius Papz pedes 
omnes Principes deoſculentur. DiRart. 9g, Greg. VII. Bin. tom. 7. parte 1. p. 362, 
Baron. Annal. Anno 1076. N. 32, 

jnnocent, III. told che Emperor of Conſtantinople, That the Pope is as much greater 
than the Emperor, as the Sun is greater than th: Moon. Quanta ft inter Solem & Lu- 
nam, ranta inter Pontifices 8 Reges differentia cognoſciter. Decretal. 1. 1. de Ma- 


jorir. & Obed. c. 6, Innocent. IV. reckoned Kings no bitter than the Pope's Slaves, 


Marth, Paris Hiſt, in Hen. 3. ad An, 1257, 
the 
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from the Charch of Rome: 13 


the Uſurpations of the Roway Court and Biſhop was Ni- 


cholas Cuſan, when Pope Engenims firſt attempted to dif- 
ſolve the Council of Baſil ? (f) But when he was pro- 
moted to bea Cardinal, his Eyes were ſo dazled with the 


- ſhine of his red Hat, that the Pope ſeem'd a Perſon of a 


uite different CharaQter from what he formerly was : He 
that before was not only fallible, but had fo groſly erred, 
(at leaſt in PraCtice) that he was thought above all others 
to ſtand in need of being reform'd, was now become ſuch 
an uncontroulable Judg, that no Appeals might be made 
from him, (g). 

There had been no Pope for ſome hundreds of Years, 
from whom more good might in reaſon have been expe- 
Qed, than from Pi IT. who while he was Aneas Sylvins, 
and unacquainted with the Arts of the Roman Court, had 
a great Zeal for Reformation : but ſome time after, when 
from Aieas Sylvins, and Canon of Trext, he was pro- 
moted, firſt to be Biſhop of Trieſte, then deſign'd Biſhop 
of Siena, and a little after created Cardinal, he fairly faced 
about, and wholly bent his Studies to oppoſe that Truth, 
which when poor and private he had detended (h). And 
no ſooner was he exalted to the Papal Throne, *but he la- 
boured, "with might aud main, to obliterate the memory 
of thoſe Decrees of Baſil, which as Secretary of that Coun- 
cil he had before publiſhed, and highly recommended to 
the World, (2). None more zealous againſt the Pope's 
Supremacy than Azeaxs, (k). Which he ſo ſtoutly aſſerted 


'< j 5 Richer. Hiſt. Concil. General. 1.3. c.6. p.477. (g_) Inve&. Greg, Heimb. 

(b) Quiquidemcum effer privarus, necdum Curiz Romanz artes & ſtudia noſ- 
ſer (ur ipſe 1n liceris retraQtationis Atorum Synodi Baſilienſis A ſe Scriprorum teſti- 
ficarur ) ſtrenue quidem pro veritate, 8 neceſſirate reformandz Eccleſiz pugnavic. 
Sed poſtquam ex Anea Sylvio & ſimplici Canonico Tridentino, primum Turgeſti- 
nus, demnde Senenfis Epiſcopus a Nicolao V. deſignarus, & aliquanto poſt Anno 
1456. creatus eſt Cardinalis a Calixto III. torus quidem in ſtudium oppugnande 
AG involvendz vericatis, quam pauper & privatus defenderat, 8& enucleayerat, in- 
cubuit, Richer, 1. 4. part. 1.p.6. (5) Richer. L. 4. part. 1, p. 35+ 

(4) Maimb, Prerogar, of the Church of _ C25. P- 338, 
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when Pius IT, that he huffed and hefor'd Kings. In a 
word, Canon Sylvie, and Pope Sylvins, were as oppoſite: 
in their Judgments, Tempers and Behaviours one to the 
other, as Maf/ianello the poor Fiſherman, to Maſianello the 
domineering Tyrant. | | 
Muft not he: then be a fond Man, who could hope for a 
good Reformation from the Biſhops of Rome? A Refor- 
mation ! there was nothing-in the World they were ſo 
averſe from; Death and Hell were not more odious to 
them. And why ? 'Ehis would -wreſt the Temporal Sword 
quite out of their Hands, and tumble the Triple Crowr 
trom their Heads; they muſt then quit ehaim-to thetr U- 
niverſal Empire, and be content with ' their ancient En- 
cloſtire, the. Suburbicary Region : Their Diſpenfations 
and Commutations, their Pardons and Indulgences, and a 
thouſand Crafts more, by which they get their Wealth, 
would then be ſet at nought. In brief, they would then 
be diveſted of their uſurped Power and Greatneſs, and 
rendred as. poor. and deſpiſed, as the Crow in- the Fable, 
when itrip'd of- thoſe fine Feathers he had pluck'd from 
others. And could it be ſuppoſed that his Holineſs would 
conſent tobe ſo degraded, that he would pull down with 
his own Hands, that pompous Fabrick which for a thou- 
ſand Years he had been raiſing ? When Satan caſts out Sa- 
tan, we may then expect. that. the.Pope will in good ear- 
neſt endeavoura Reformation. 
5.. The Reformation was yet more hopeleſs, becauſe the 
Biſhops, and the reſt of the governing part of the Church- 
men, were ſeveral ways engaged' to ſubmit themſelves to, 
and follow the Pope's Conduls} So that ſuppoſing they 
had any good wiſhes for a Reformation themſelves, . yet 
both their Tongues and their Hands were ſo tied up, that 
they might neither ſpeak, nor a&, for the promoting of 
1t, without leave firſt obtained from his Holineſs. There 
was a two-fold Bond, beſides other (which ſhall be after- 
ward 
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ward mentioned) by which they were more eſpecially en- 
ſlav'd to the Pope's Pleaſure ; the one of an Oath,the other 


of Intereſt (). : 
. 1; Every Popiſh Biſhop, at his Conſecration, had taken 


| az Oath, from that time forward to be faithful to St. Peter, 


4nd to the Holy Roman Church, and his Lord the Pope, and 
his Sacceſſors canonically entring;, to help them to defend, and 


to keep the Papacy, and the Rules of the Fathers, cc. which 


Oath may be ſeen more at large in the Decretals (»»). 
And tho one would think this Oath were enough ; yet, as 
if it had left them too much at liberty, ſeveral Additions 
have been ſince made to it, by which the Pope hath bound 
them more cloſely to their good Behaviour, (which ren- 
der Reformation now more deſperate).; The. Rules of. the 
Holy Fathers,are changed into the Royalties of St. Peter(n). 
They Swear to be Obedient, as well as Faithful (0) ; not on- 
ly to. endeavour to preſerve and defend,the Rights, Honours, 
Privileges. and Authorities of the Pope, . but to excreaſe and 
advance them (p) ; yea, to the utmoſt of their Power, to cauſe 
the Pope's Commanas to be obſerv/'d by others, as well as to ob- 
ſerve them themſelves (q); together with many other 
things not contained in the Oath of Greg. VIE And is 
not this a ſtrong tie to all thoſe who make Conſcience of 
an Oath? that 1s, toall thoſe, who ſay not in their Heart, 
there is no God, And, | 

2, For thoſe, whoſe Conſciences are fo debauch'd, that 
they deſpild an Oath, the Pope hath them ſo much the 
more {ecuted by their, worldly Intereſt. For what will not 
luch-Men do for Riches and Honours? and from whom 


Ct ) Conſiderations touching the true way of ſuppreſſing Popery, &'c. p. 138, 139+ 
 (”») Decreral. |. 2, Tit. 24. c.4. (n) Regalia San&i Petri. (0) Fidclis 
& ovediens cro. Dom, N. Papz, &c. | 

(Cp ) Jura, Honores Privilegia & Authoricatem: Sanz Romanz Ecclefiz, Do- 
mint noſtei Papz & Succeſſorum conſervare, defendere, augere, promovere:curabo. 
(4) Mandata Apoſtolica totis viribus obſervabo,& faciamab aliis obſervari, Pon- 
tiical, Rom, de Conſecrat, Ele&, in Epiſcop. 
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can they hope for theſe, ſo ſoon as from his Holineſs ? 'The 
Cardinals are all Creatures, purely of his own making ; 
and no Man can be a Biſhop, or an Abbot, but if 
he be not made, he muſt at leaſt be allow'd and con- 
firm'd by him : All the beſt Preferments do ſome way or 
other depend upon his Pleaſure ; and whom ſhould he .ra« 
ther promote to them, than thoſe who approve themſelves 
his moſt obedient Servants? This is the only Argument , 
that prevails with many to be faſt Friends to the Papacy. 

It is Richerius his Note upon Cxſazx's Reyolt from the 
Council of Baſil, and going over to the Pope's ſide. By 

this, faith he,we know, that many who defended the Truth, while 

they were poor, deſert the ſame in hope of Dignities, and a 

richer Fortune, and eſpecially moved with ambition of the 
Cardinal Purple (x7). And therefore John Major ſpake to 
the purpoſe, when he ſaid, It ought not to ſeem ſtrange to 
any Man, that more teach that the _— i above a Council, 
than that a Council is above the Pope , becauſe the Pope gives 
Dignities and Ecclefiaſtical Benefices, but a Council gives 
BORe. 

06j. It will perhaps be ſaid, That theſe Reaſons can 
be of no force, becauſe they are contradited by Experi- 
ence. For it is ſufficiently known, that in the Councils 
of Piſa, Conſtance, and Baſil, many of the Prelats ran 
Counter too, and openly oppoſed the Pope. 

Anſ. To which it is eaſily anſwered, 'That this was an 
extraordinary Caſe, ſuch as, conſidering all Circumſtan- 
ces, never happened before or ſince, and it is likely will 
never happen agaia ; as will ſoon appear, by a ſhort re- 
fleQion upon each of theſe Councils. 


4. 


») Ex quo datur cognoſci, permultos qui vericatem in ſtaru. paupertaris de- 
enderunt, candem ſpe digniracum, arq; pinguioris fortunz, & prafertim deſide- 
rio purpurz Coda deſeruille, 1. 3. p.479. 
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T. As to the firſt P;/ax Council (as *tis uſually reckon- 
ed) let theſe things be conſidered. 

1. That the Pope's Title was then diſputed. For that 
Council was ſummoned by the Cardinals, on purpoſe to 
extinguiſh the Schiſm, that had been long e rais'd, 
and was then continued by the two Anti-Popes, Greg. XII. 
and Bexet. XIII. (4). Nor was the Council able to deter- 
mine which of the two was the rightful Pope. Tho there- 
fore the Biſhops had ſworn Obedience to the Pope, yet in 
that caſe, their Oath did not oblige them to obey one ra- 
ther than the other ; that is, to obey either of them. And 
as they were looſed from the Bond of Conſcience, ſo nei- 
ther could the Temptation from Intereſt then take place. 
For as there was in effe& no Pope (ſince it could not be 
known who he was) ſo it was uncertain who would in 
the end obtain the Popedom ; whether either of thoſe who 
thought it his due, or ſome other Perſon who did not yet 
pretend a Title to it. And ſo indeed it happened, for thoſe 
who laid claim to it, were by the Council both rejeQed, 
and another choſen, to whoſe lot the diſpoſal of thoſe Pre- 
ferments fell, which the Pope's Paraſites gape after. 

2. The two Anti-Popes(beſides other enormous Crimes) 
were both convidted of notorious Hereſy (z).. And there- 
fore in caſe they had been duly eleCted,had loft their Right 
to the Papacy. For as their Canon Law exprefly teaches, 
that an Heretical Pope may be judged (»); ſo Cardinal 
Bellarmine himſelf affirms, That « Pope who is a manife 
Heretick, ceaſes ta rbe Pope, and Head of the Church; as he 
ceaſes to be a Chriſtian, and a Member of the Body, the 
Charch (x). And this he ſays is the judgment of all the 
Ancient Fathers, and of the moſt learned Modern Writers. 


INN 


t ?) Bin. Przfar. ad Concil. Conſtant. Richer, Hiſt. Concil. General, 1. 2. c. 2. 

'u ) Seſſ. 9, 10, 11, 15, (w )—anemine judicandus, niſi deprehendatur a fi- 
de devius. DiſtinQ. go. c.s. ( x ) Eſt ergo quinta opinio vera, Papam Hereti-- 
cum manifeſtum, per ſe definere efle Papam & Capurt, ficur per ſe deſinic eſſe Chri- 


ſrianus & membrum Corporis Eccleſiz. Bell. de Rom, Pontit, I, 2. c. 30, 


2, As. 


18 No hope of Reformation” 

1. As to the Council of Conſtance, let theſe things be 
conſidered : | 

*x. 'That tho the Piſa Council had depoſed Greg..XIT, 
and Bexet XI, and put Alex. V, into the Chair ; yet nej- 
ther of the depoſed Popes could be brought to ſubmit to 
the Sentence of the Council. W hea therefore the Council 
of Conſtance aſſembled, ſo far was the Schiſm from being 
leſſen'd, that it was indeed increas'd into one branch more 
than it had before : For whereas before, two only laid 
claim to the Papacy, there were now three (7), each. of 
which had fair Arguments on his fide; and it was very 
difficult, if not impoſſible, for the Council to determine 
whoſe Right it was (z). And therefore in this Caſe, the 
Ties before-mentioned mult be alſo loos'd. Beſides, that 
the Roman Courtiers themſelves grant (as Richer; tells 
us) that in-caſe of Schiſm, the Pope loſes his Soveraignty, 
and becomes ſubject to a Council /a). Burt, 

2. Let it be granted, 'That JFohz XXII (who ſucceeded 
Alex. V.) was own'd by the Council for the true and law- 
ful Pope, (as indeed he was by the major part) yet he had 
forfeited his Title to the Papacy theſe two ways eſpecially. 
x. By Hereſy. "Tis true, that Hereſy is not mention'd in 
the Sentence paſs'd againſt him, as that for which he was 
condemned ; yet 'tis alſo true, That as he was accuſed 6f 
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( y) —-—Revixit contiruo Schiſma quod extinfum purabatur; imo vero non 
xevixit (neque enim erat extmtum) ſed, cum in occulto flamma lateret, repente 
majori imperu erupit, majuſqz inccndium excitayit. Cum enim Gregorjus & Bene- 
difus, £ynodo parere, ſeq; 'Pontificaru* abdicare nollent, ſtatim. iltud in Cortro- 
yerfiam venit 3 num Synodus .Pjlana in los animadvertere. porucrir ; prxſertim 
cum eorum alreruter verus effet Pontifex tamerſi uter is efſet, non plane conſtaretr, 
Iraq; cum hoc Schiſma duo rantum capita haberer initio, Synoduſq; utrumq; abſcin- 

dere veller, tria fimul codem rempore cxtitere,&c. Hiſt.Concil 'Conſtantiens : apud 
Bin. (x) Inchoaro deinde Conc1lio, tamerfi eam ob cauſam potilliimum erat co- 
a&tum, ur Schiſma exringuererut 3 nunquam ramen in eo claborarunt Patres, ut fin- 
pulorum Pontificum Jus perpendercnt,aut quis reliquis przfercndus efler, rationibus 
& argumentls exquirerent, erat emm 1d difficilimum, vixq3 unquam ad exitum 
fuiller cauſa perduRa, ibid; (a) Hiſt, Concil, General, l, 2, Cc. 3. S. 25. 
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Hereſfie, ſo it was believed that he was guilty (b). 2. By 
the moſt notorious, enormous and incorrigible Scandal; of 
which he was convicted in more than forty Articles prov'd 
againſt him (c).  Now'the Gloſs upon therr Canon Law 
tells us, That if the Pope's Crime be notorious, and the Church 
be ſcandalized thereby, and he incorrigible, he may be accuſed; 
and gives this Reaſon for it, Becauſe Contimacy is called 
Hereſy (4). Yea, that in this caſe he may be legally depo- 
fed, the Romaniſts muſt grant ; if they conſider, That for 
this very cauſe John XII was depoſed by a Council (e), 
the Legality of which hath been own'd, and its Atts ap- 
proved, by the conſtant Tradition of the Roman Ehurch ; 
and among others, by three Cardinals,who were vehemenr 
Aſertors of the Popes Prerogatives, as Launoy hath proved 
at large againſt Baronins and Binins (f).- The ſame 1s alſo 
confirmed by the concurrent Judgment of-learned Divines 
of the Romiſh Church, of which you may find a great 
number in the Epiſtle now quoted. 3. Before the Goun- 
&l proceeded to accuſe and- condemn him,- the- ancient 
Doctrine was eſtabliſh'd as an Article of Faith; namely, 
That a General Conncil # above the Pope (g). I know Plati- 
2a tells us, That they firſt depos'd-him, and paſs'd this 
Decree afterward” in their own defence (h). Burt he that 
will take the pains to read the Hiſtory of the Council, will. 
plainly ſee, that Platiza was miſtaken. For this Decree was 
made 1n the fourth Sefſton, whereas he was not depos'd be- 
fore the twelfth; it being then a point of Faith in this 
Council, That the Biſhops, who in their fingle capacities 
are the Pope's SubjeQs, when met in Council, are raiſed to 
OS SCSI 


(6) Concil. Conſt. Seff. 11. in Concilior. Colle&. Regia Gerf. Viag. Reg. Rom. 
prima direR. ſalur. in via verit, (c) Concil. Conſt. Sei. 11. Plat. in ejus vita. 
(4) Certe credo, quod f1 notorium eſt crimen ejus quandocunq; & inde ſcandah- 
Zarur Eccleſia, & incoiiigibilis fir, &c. Glofl, in Can. f1 Papa diſtin. 40. Vide 
_ Confil. Decit apud Richer. 1, 4. part 1. p. 241, 242, 243- (£) Luit. prand. de re- 

bus Imperit, & Reg, 1. 6.”c. 7, 8, 9, 19. (f) Launoii Epiſt, parte quartaad Lud. 
Marzfrum, (g) Sil, 44 () Plar, in vica Johan, Is 


2 


20 No hope of Reformation 
a Soveraignty over him ; that Oath which they had ſeve- 
rally taken as his Subje&s, they concluded did now ceaſe 
to oblige them, when become his Soveraign. As the Oath 
of Obedience which a Prieſt takes to his Biſhop binds him, 
as long as he remains a bare Prieſt ; but if he be once ad- 
vanced to be the Biſhop's Metropolitan, is of no force. 
. As to the Council of Baſil (omitting many others), 
T all propoſe theſe two things ; Firſt, 'That this Council 
depended on the Council of Coxftaxce, as a River on its 
Fountain ; it being the Execution of the Decrees of the 
iv, V, XXXIX, xl, & xliv Seſſions of that Council (7). 2.1In 
the Council of Baſi/, the Biſhops were ſet free from their 
Oaths of Subjection to the Pope, by the Pope himſelf ; firſt, 
by Martin V, who had confirm'd thoſe Decrees of the 
Council of Conſtance, which made the Pope ſubjeCt to a 
Gen. Council(k). Secondly, by Eugenizs IV,who ratified 
the ſame Decrees of the Council of Baſil Þ, and that before 
the Council had proceeded to any judicial At againſt him ||. 
So that now the Biſhops when met in a General Council, 
repreſenting the whole Church, by the Pope's own A& 
were made his Superiours ; and therefore the Oath they 
had before taken of SubjeQion to him as ſingle Perſons, 
was now out of doors. But when the next Lateran Council 
came, the caſe was quite alter'd, the Pope was then mount- 
ed above a Council; and his Supremacy, and their Subje- 
_— owned by them, and by the ſucceeding Council of 
rent. | 
The ſum of what hath been ſaid,may be reduced to theſe 
four Heads, which quite evacuate the force of the ObjetF:07. 
1. Thas in the Councilgpf Piſa and Conſtance, the caſe 
with reſpeCt to the Pope, was as different from what it was, 
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and everwill be, when there ts a Pope whoſe Right is not diſfe 
puted, as the caſe of Subje&3 under a Prince, whoſe Title is un- 
queſtionable, from what it is under many Pretenders, who are 
not able to make out their Claim. -'The SubjeQs are oblig*d in 
Conſcience, and uſually by Intereſt, to obey the former, but by 
neither, to obey the latter. | 

2, Suppole their Title was at firſt unqueſtionable, yet they 
loſt it by Hereſy, Schiſm, and their prodigiouſly ſcandalous Viices. 

3. In the Councils of Coftarce and Baſil, it was reckon'd a 
Point of Faith, That the Biſhops change their place in relati- 
cn to the Pope, when united in a G2neral Council ; and by con- 
ſequence, were no more bound by the Oath they had taken to 
the Pope, than a Servant who {wears Obedience to his Maſter 
15, 1n caſe he ceaſe to be his Servant, and his Maſter become Szr- 
vant to him. And, | | 
- . 4+ In the Council of Baſil, the Pope himſelf had ſet the Bi- 
| ſhops free from their Oath of Subjection to him, by voluntarily 
{ubjeQting himſelf to them. 
\ * By this time it is, I think, evident enough, that (notwith- 
ſtanding this Exception in an extraordinary caſe) the Reaſons 
before mentioned ſtand good. But what need I prove, that the 
Sun is up at Noon ? The Reaſon, the Senſe, and common Ob- 
{ervation of Mankind, do all tell us; that as Men who have an 
Religion, cannot but bave a great Veneration for an Oath : fo 
on the other hand ; that chey Who have none, cannot but be 
ſway*d by their worldly Intereſts : Where the Carcaſs is, thither 
will the Eagles reſort. Since therefore the governing part of the 
Church of Rowe, were ſo miſerably enſlaved tothe Roman Bi- 
ſhop, could there be any hope of Reformation, when there was 
no reaſon to hope that the Biſhop of Rowe would conſent to it ? 

0bj. Some perhaps may lay, thK I wrong the Popes, in repre- 
ſenting them as ſo obſtinately ſet againſt Reformation. For as 
many of them pretended a Zeal for it ; ſo 'tis certain there was 
one at leaſt (viz. Adrian VI.) whodid himſelf earneſtly endea- 
vour it, 


Aznſ. But what kind of Reformation was it he ys" to 
D | make * 
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make? In matters of Faith, and of the Sacraments, he would 
allow no Man liberty, ſo much as to diſpute what had been once 
decreed by General Councils (/),. that is, by any of thoſe 
Councils which he called General, many of which were no 
more than Italian or Papal Councils. Whoſoever was fo bold, 
as to call any ſuch thing in queſtion, he was to bedealt with as 
Tohn Huff and Hierom of Prague (); ſo that if any Man de- 
nied the imaginary Fire of Purgatory, he mult preſently be con- - 
tuted by real Flames. | 

The Popes uſurp'd Power and Greatneſs (the ſource of num- 
berleſs other Corruptions) ſo far was he from retrenching, that 
he rather endeavoured-to ſet it higher. The Princes of Geyr- 
214ny were looked upon as too ſawcy, and thought to entrench 
upon bh1s Prerogative, for deſiring only, that a Council might be 
called with the Emperor's Conſent (3). 
 Whatthen was the Reformation Adrian aimed at ? Why, the 
 Church-men were in their Morals ſo monſtrouſly degenerated, 
that in almoſt all places they were become abominable : The 
Abuſes in Diſcipline were grown ſo intolerable, that the Princes 
of the World were reſolved no longer to endure them : "That 
therefore which he deſigned was, to reduce the Clergy to ſome- 
what better Manners, and to correct ſome groſs Enormities in 
Diſcipline, which were. moſt offenſive. 'This was all the Re- 
formation he endeavoured ; for other Corruptions, ſo far was it- 
from his intention to reform them, that he was reſolved more 
firmly to eſtabliſh them. And yet this piece of Reformation 
he did not effect, tho he much deſired it. Which leads me to 
another Conſideration, which further ſhews how hopeleſs the 
Reformation cf the Church of Rowe was. For, 

6. Let us ſuppoſe, That ſuch a Man had been advanced to the 
Papacy, who would have ſet himſelf in good earneit tomake an 
impartial Reformation (one of the moſt unlikely things in the 
World, as the ſtate of that Church then was, and for a long 
time before had been) he would have fail'd in his Attempt, and 
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' not have been able toaccompliſh it. And that for theſe two Rea- 
ſons :&&t. Becauſe he could have made no ſuch Reformation, un- 
leſs he firſt made void thoſe Obligations, by which the governing 
part of that Church, both in point of Conſcience and of In- 
tereſt, were held in ſubje&tion to him. 2. Becauſe of that op- 
poſition, which, they being ſo let looſe, would for the generali- 
ty have madeagainſt him. 

1. Becauſe he could have made no {ſuch Reformation,unleſs he 
firſt made void thoſe Obligations, by which the governing part 
of that Church,both in poiat of Conſcience and Intereſt, were of 
held in ſubje&ion to him. The great holds he had upon their 
Conſciences, proceeded from ſeveral corrupt DoQtrines,and thoſe 
Practices of the Popes that were built upon them. For inſtance, 
"That the Pope is by Divine Ordination Head of the Univerſal 
Church ; that all other Biſhops are his Subjects, and that he hath 
power to impoſe an Oath upon them, as their Soveraign ; that 
he is the Supream Judg of Controverſies, and all Men oblig'd to 
{tand to his Sentence. - Theſe, and ſeveral other DoQrines of a 
reſembling nature, have been defined by the Popes themſelves, 
and with great Zeal aſſerted as unqueſtionable Truths, by their 
Flatterers ; and had been ſo far owned by the governing Clergy, 
that they had bound themſelves by ſolemn Oath (has as been al- 
ready ſhew'd ) to be obedient to him. 

But now no Reformation to purpoſe could have been made, 
but the Pope muſt condemn theſe Doctrines, and diveſt himſelf 
of thoſe Prerogatives, which, by virtue of them, he lays claim 
to: Becauſe theſe are not only great Errors themſelves, but pro- 
ductive of all other the groſleſt Corruptions (9). 

Nor muſt he only looſe the tie of Conſcience, but that of In- 
tereſt too (which with the generallity of Men, is the ſtronger. 
of the two). He muſt no longer aſſume to himſelf the {ole 
power of ereCting,and pulling down of Biſhopricks ; of ele&ing, 
confirming, depoſing and reſtoring of Biſhops ; of diſpoſing 
of all the greater Digaities and Eccleſiaſtical Benefices ; of con- 
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ferring thoſe that are incompatible upon the ſame Perſon : In a 
word, of trampling upon all the ancient Canons. | And ſhould 
the Pope have once parted with theſe Prerogatives, together 
with many other of the like nature, which mult have been done: 
if a Reforination had bcen made-to purpoſe, he would have been 
4ble to do nothing more. For, | | Z 

2, The Prelats (as has been before ſhew'd) (h) were ſo deep- 
ly funk into Earthlineſs and Senſuality, that there was nothing 
rhey would have more vehemently oppoſed than a Reformation. 
'Fhis they gavea ſumcienr proof of, ia that they were lo diſtaſted: 
with that Cont:Mon of their Excefſes, which A4driaz made to 
the Diet at Nurembers (5): For it the bare Corfiox of their 
Faults was ſo diſplealing, how much more grievous would the 
reforming of them have been ? Which tho Adriaz likewiſe pro- 
miſed, yet how unable he would have been to perform it, we 


may conclude from that 111 fucceſs he met with in Rope it ſelf : 


For tho he ref{olv'd to reform Abuſes at home, before he ſent his 
Legat to treat with the Princes of Germany ; yet he met with {6 
much diifhculty in the Attempt, that he was forced to quit his 
Refolution (4). And can it be ſuppos'd that he ſhould be able 
to teform the Univerſal Church, who could not correct the Diſ- 
orders of his own Court (/) ? And theretore after he had made 
{ome trial of his ſtrength, and found how unequal it-was to his 
undertaking, he ſaid to his familiar Friends, That the condition 
of the Popes was very miſerable, ſince matters were come to that de- 
plorable paſs, thar tho they never ſo much aeſired it, yet they were 
not able to reform the Church (m). 


And what was the reaſon he was not able to'eFe&t what he: 


ſ5 earneſtly endeavoured ? One main reaſon doubtleſs was, that 


(Þ) Firſt part, p. $5, $6, 57. (4) Soavel. 1.p. 25. (&) P. 24. (1) Palpabilirer cer- 
nirur, ipſam ejus Curiam, maxima 1ndigere Reformarione, f:cut omnia clamaverunt ultimo 
celebrata Generalia Concilia, Quam ſuani Curtam, fi non poteſt, aut non vellet reformare, 
quam ſub alis ſuis cortegir, quomody credendum eſt, quod tam late diffuſam reformare 
pot Eccictiam, Jacob de Paradil. Colle, ve Authoric, Eccleſ. (m) Szpe enim ſandtiſ- 
{mus Pomifex, ut1 Curiz Rom. artcs & confilia perſpe&ta habute, cum Gulielmo Encurtio 
& Theodorico Hczio ſuis familiarivus conqueſtus cit, permiferami efſe Pontificum Romano- 
rum condirionem z ecqz in ſtaru res efle, ut quanquam maxime ycellet, Eccieſiam emendare 
ron poller, &c, Richer, |. 4. part. 2, P. 133» SIRVE, P. 24+ 
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he in ſome meaſure let looſe that Tie which he had upon them 
from their worldly Intereſts. No plurality of Benefices with cure 
of Souls was to be expected from him ; He was reſolved,as he ſaid, 
to adorn Charches with Prieſts, and not Prieſts with Churches (z). 
Such a little piece of Reformation as this, the corrupt Manners 
cfthe Courtiers were not able to bear ; they therefore {et rhew - 
ſolves to oppoſe him ; and being impatient of endvring hin 
any longer, *twas by ſome ſuſpected that they haftned him into 
another World by an Italian Trick (o). 
The plain conſequence of what hath been ſaid; is this ; Phat 
the Reformation of the Church of Rowe mult needs be very. 
hopeleſs ; ſince the Pope himſclt,tho he ſhould have ſeriouſly en- 
deavour'd it, could not have made it; becauſe he could not have 
made it without doing that, (which as the caſe of that Church 
then ſtood) would have diſabPd him to make.it. Adelperate caſe 
indeed ! when ic could nat be effected, whether the Pope were 
for it, or againſt it : If the the Pope were againlt it, the reſt of 
the Prelats were not able without him to compaſs it ; if the 
Pope were tor it, he muſt 1n order to 1t,. do that which would 
have rendred him unable to compals it. » 
04j. If it be objected, That the Reformations attempted ire 
the Councils of Coxſtance, Baſil, and the laſt Piſan, are an evi- 
dent Argument, that the Romiſh BiſRops were not generally. 
{o averſe from a Reformation. | 
Azxſ.. Tanſwer. 1. That in the Councils of Coxſtance and 
Baſil, many of the Biſhops were over-aw'd by the good Empe- 
ror Szgiſmund, whoſe Authority at that time bore a much grea- 
ter ſway, than the Popes. 2. In theſe Councils, the inferiour 
Clergy had a deciſive voice, which was denied them in the ſuc- 
ceeding Florentine, Lateran, and Trent Councils. And Ludovi- 
crs Cardinal of Arles, and fohn: Biſhop of Segovia. (whole Au- 
thority in this matter is unqueitionable) aſſure us, that it was 
not the Biſhops, but the inferior Clergy,by which Matters were 
carried in the Council of Baſz! for the Reformarion, and againſt 
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the Pope (p). 3. Twas but a piece of Reformation theſe Coun- 
cils:delign'd, and that not: the moſt conſiderable. Thoſe demands 
of Reformation in the Head aud Members, ſays the Cardinal of 
Perron, propoundcd before the laſt diviſion of the Church, have been 
demands of Reformation, not in the Dotrine of Faith, and the Sa- 
craments, but in Manners, and in the prattice f Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
cipline, which even theſe words of Reformation both in the Head and 
Members. principally aſed in the time of the Councils of Conſtance 
and Ball fierrfie (q). And thoſe matters of Diſcipline they aim'd at, 
were {uch as did almoſt all concern the Exorbitances of the Pope 
and his Court, as appears by the eighteen Articles of Reforma- 
tion propoſed in the Council of Coxſtazce (7). And therefore no 
wonder it the Biſhops did the more eaſily yield their Conſent to 
them. 4. Tho the ſecond Pjſaz Council voted a Reformation 
both in Faith and Manners. Yet it is ſufMiciently known, That 
that Reformation was reſolved upon -to ſerve a Deſign againſt 
tne Infolencies of the preſent Pope, in oppoſition to whom that 
Council was called, by ſome of the Cardinals who had been 
 diſgrac'd and inſolently treated by him. Tho even that was a 
plain Argument of the neceſſity of it, and how earneſtly it was 
cefred by the Chriſtian World. 

But becauſe in diſcourſing afterward upon the Council of 
Trent, T ſhall have occaſion to ſay thoſe things, which will be 
more than an Anſwer to this Objection, I ſhall only at preſent: 
add, That if the Biſhops were not generally abandoned to Ani- 
bition, Covetouſneſs, Sloth, and Senſuality, 'tis not T, but the 
Romiſh Writers themſelves that ſlander them. For this I appeal 
to Marſilius of Padua, Nicolas Clemangs, the German Biſhop who 
wrote the Book call'd Onzs Eccleſie, Father Pazyl; yea even to 
Pope Pius II himſelf, before he was Pope, Cardinal, or Biſhop, 
who in his Comments upon the Council of Bafi/, hath left on 
record this ſad Complaint, (among many others) of the Cardi- 
ral of Arles; Alas, at this day a Prelat who does not prefer temporal 
things before thoſe that are ſpiritual, s rarely found ! (5). 


(p) Anez Sylv. Comment. I. P. p.29,34. (q) Reply to the King of Great Brit. 1.4+C.30. 
(7) Seff, 30, (5) De Geſt, Concil, Baſ. 1, 1. tol. 12, 
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. There is one Conſideration ſtill behind, which of it felf 
(without the Aſſiſtance of any of thoſe fore-mention'd) amounts 
to no leſs than a Demonſtration; viz. That the Church of Roe 
was ſo remote from reforming her Errors, that the would nor be 
brought to acknowledg, that ihe could err in any of her Defini- 
tions ; but on the contrary, condemn'd them for Hereticks, who 
did not take her moſt palpable Errors for unqueſtionable Truths, 
And tho the Romanifts cannot agree among themſelves abour 
the ſubje& of this Infallibility ; but if you ask them where, 
or in whom it is ſeated? they anſwer with contuſion of Lan- 
guage, like that of Babel; yet they all agree in this, That they 
have it ſomewhere, and make this the Foundation into which 
they-reſolve their Faith, | Es 

Now-what hope can-there be of curing that Perſon, who is 
{o far from ſeeking out for a Remedy, that he will by no means 
hear that he is ſo much as capable of being ſick ? Such was the - 
condition of the Church of Rowe - Tho ſhe was ſick, even nigh 
unto Death ; yet ſhe would not endure thoſe who ſaid no more, 
than that it was poſſible ſhe might not be well. This rendred 
her Diſeaſe abſolutely incurable. - 

Though the Arguments produc'd, will, I queſtion not, be 
thought ſatisfaQtory by all diſintereſs'd Judges : yet it cannot be 
expected, but ſome Perſons will be found, who will think they 
can eaſily confute them by plain matter of Fa&; that is, by 
ſhewing, that the Reformation ſo much deſired before, and 
in Luther's time; has been long ſince made. If they can -in- 
deed do this, it muſt be granted, 'That theſe, and all other Ar- 
guments of the like import, .are no better than Fallacies. For 
as Diogenes ſufficiently confuted Zgzo ( who denied the poſſibi- 
lity of Motion ) by riſing and aQtually moving ; fo if any Man 
can ſhew, That thoſe Errors and Corruptions ſo much com-- 
plain'd of, have by the Church of Rome been reform'd, he 
muſt be not only abſur'd, but impudent, who ſhall {till aſſert, 
That the Reformation was deſperate. And to convince you, 
That this Reformation has indeed been made, they will ſend 
you n0 farther than the Council of Trezt, in which they will 
<e12 
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tell you, this work was {o compleatly done, that nothing was 
left undone, that could be thought needful to a thorough Re- 
format1on. | | 

This being the thing which the Romaniſts chiefly inſiſt 
upon, and make their boaſt of: That my Anſwer may be the 
more full and ſatisfactory, it will not be amiſs to ſpend a little 
time in ſhewing what ſort of Reformation it was, that was 
made by that Council; by which it will be manifeſt, how much 
they endeavour to impoſe upon the World, who repreſent it as 
a Reformation ſo entire, that nothing of moment, -can by any 
unprejudic'd Perſon be found wanting in it. 

*Tis confeſſed ; That as that-Council was calPd, as the Pope 
pretended, for the Reformation of the Church ; ſo that in 
purſuance of that Pretence, many Decrees concerning Refor- 

ation were made by it : But that the Reformation they made 
ſuch a noiſe about, was indeed no more than Noiſe (a great 
Cry and no Wool) deſigned to abuſe Princes, and to put a 
cheat upon the World, by amuſing them with the name, that 
they might beguile them of the thing, will, I think, ſo plainly 
appear by the {equel of this Diſcourſe, that thoſe whoſe great 
Intereſt it is not to confeſs it, will ſcarce have the face t » de- 
ny it. 

"Bur becauſe two famous Jeſuits, namely, Scipio Henricws, 
__ and Cardinal Pallavicino, have made it their bulineſs to blajt 
the Credit of the Hiſtory of this Council, written by Father 
Paul, by repreſenting it to the World as a ſlanderous Libel, 
made up in great part of malicious Forgerics: before I prc- 
-ceed, it may not be amiſs to vindicate its Credit from their 
falſe Imputations, though it be not indeed neceſſary in order 
'to that which I intend ; becauſe the Charge I ſhall draw up 
againſt the Council, will not be taken from that Hiſtory alone, 
but from other Authors, and for the.moſt part from the Decrees 
and Canons of the Council it felt. | 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IL 


The Authority of Father Paul's Hiſtory of the Council of 
| TRENT afſrted. 


HE Credit of the Hiſtory will be ſufficiently clear*d by 

ſhewing theſe two"things: 1. How well the Fhiſtorian was 
qualified for the work. 2. That it is ſo far frombeing overthrown, 
or ſo much as impaired; that it ts rather ſtrengthen'd and eſta» 
bliſhed, by thoſe who endeavour to deſtroy it. 


SECT. E 


The Author's ſufficiency for the Work, and his ſincerity in 
performing it« 


Firſt, The Credit of any Hiſtory bears proportion to the 
Authority. of the Writer ; and the Authority of the Writer, 
to his ſufficiency for the Work, and his ſincerity in perform- 
ing it : By how much the,greater his knowledge was of the 
things he delivers, and by how much the greater evidence 
there 1s of his ſincerity in delivering them; by ſo much the 
greater is his Authority ; and by conſequence, ſo much, the 
more unqueſtionable the truth of his Hiſtory. In caſe then 
there be no reaſon to ſuſpect, that the Writer is defeQtive 
in either of theſe Qualifications ; but a Perſon of un- 
queſtionable Ability , and approved Sincerity, there can be 
no reaſon to queſtion the truth of what he relates; but on 
the contrary the greateſt reaſon in the World to entertain it 
as a 6 ſaying. To apply this to the Hiſtorian we now 
treat of : 
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1. No Man can doubt of Soave's Ability, who conſiders, 
That he wanted neither that Judgment nor thoſe mtAns of In- 
formation that were needful to qualifie him for ſuch a Work. 

1. He could not want Judgment, who was the: Miracle of 
his age for all ſorts of Learning : Not only for ſuch, as are 
wont to be found in Cloyſters ; but ſuch alſo, by which the 


Phyſician, the Lawyer, the Gentleman and the Stateſinan are 


recommended to the World : and particularly, for his Skill in 
Hiitory , both Sacred and Profane, ( as may be ſeen in his 


| Life, written by Fulgentizs.) To which if we add, That he 


wrote this Hiſtory, not in his greener years, but when his Un- 
derſtanding was fully ripe, we muſt needs grant, that he had 
a ſufficient talent of Judgment and Diſcretion for ſach a 
Work. So admirable indeed was his Judgment in all matters, 
That ( as the Author of his Life tells us) never any thing was 
propoſed to him, whereto he did not as readily and ſolidly anſwer, 
as if it had been in his only Profeſſion ; and he gave no anſwer 
fo ſuddenly, that ſeem'd not to be long and ſtudjouſly conſider 'd 
of, and ſuch an one as could not be better'd (f'). 

2. Nor could he want means of being rightly inform'd, 


and ſufficiently inſtrufted in thoſe things he delivers. He 


was a Neighbour to the place where the matters he writes of 
were tranſacted. He lived in a Eity full of learned and in- 
quiſitive Perſons, who had colle&ted Memorials of what had 
paſſed in this great Afﬀair(g). He had the ſight of the Letters, 
Diaries and Memorials of many great Men ; ſome of which 
were employ'd in matters relating to the Council, others were 
themſelves parts of it, and.prime ACtors in it. As the. Diary 
of Cherezgat (h ) Pope Adrian's Nuntioin Germany. The Re- 

f the Letters of Cardinal Moxie, Pope Paul's prime 

egat in Trent(i). A great number of Letters that paſſed 
to and fro between the Pope and the Legats before they could 
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agree to open the Council (*). The Memorials of thoſe 
who had part in the Difputes about the certainty of Grace. 
Thirty four Votes, in that one Article of Refidence, in that 
form in which they were delivered, and the Concluſions of 
all the reſt *. The Letters-of Charles Viſconte, Biſhop of Vix- 
timille ( k ), ( Pope Pixs his ſecret Minitter in the Council ) 
out of which he extrafted, what he has written in his 
Three laſt Books, about the famous Diſpute of Reſidence, 
and the grand Queſtion of the Inſtitution of Biſhops. The 
publick Monuments, in which was Regiſter'd, what he relates 
of the Negotiation of Cardinal Moroxe with the Emperour *. 
The Memorials of Cardinal Amulizs (/), who was ſo dear 
to Pius IV. that he call'd him his Veſſel of EleQion (> ), 
and choſe him Cardinal, in ſpite of all the reſiſtance he was 
able to make. He was highly in favour with Cardinal Ca- 
ftagna, who was afterward Pope Urbax VII. and with Car- 
dinal Borromeo ( # ), who had particular advice of whatſoever 
happen'd in the Council under Pi#s (0). He moſt intimate- 
ly converſed with Camillo Olivo, Secretary to the Cardinal of 
Mantua ( p), who was Prefident of the Council. He was 
admitted by the Republick into the two Secrets of Venice ; 
that is, the two Chambers, in which, beſides the publick Rea- 
ſons of State, the Fundamental Laws, &c. the Records of the 
publick Negotiations of all States are kept .*. ; In which it 
may be preſumed, he had the view, as of many other mat- 
ters relating to the Council, ſo of the Legation of Cardinal 
Contarini, at the Diet of Ratisbop ( of which he hath given 
an account in his firſt Book). And that he had ſeen the In- 
ſtruQtions and Letters of the King of France to his Ambaſſa- 
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dors, his Letters to the Legats and Fathers of the Councit; 
the Lettets of Monſieur de Lifle, his Ambaſſador at Rome ; 
the Letters of Monfieur de Lanſac, de Pibrac, du Ferrier, his 
Ambaſſadors at-the Council ; and the Letters of the Cardinal 
of Lorain, no Man will queſtion, who will but take the pains 
to compare his Hiſtory with them , as they are publiſhed 
in the French Memoires of the Council. To which if .we 
add, That for a long time he gather'd with extream di- 
ligence, whatſoever he could attain to know concerning this 
great Aﬀair, either by Coſt or Friendſhip, not only in Italy, 
but from abroad, ſparing neither Labour nor Mony, we can- 
not imagine, but he was ſufficiently furniſhed with InſtruCti- 
ons and [Materials for this Work Þ. F 

I know Pallavicino repreſents Father Pau, as one who col- 
leted his Hiſtory from thoſe who were either ſuſpected for 
Hereticks, or were really ſuch { q). The fallity of which Ac- 
cuſation, 1s ſo manifeſt by what hath been already ſaid, that 
it needs no further Confutation, But becauſe it is not fo 
much the want of ability, as. of fincerity, that Father Paul is 
by his Adverſaries charged with ; Conſider, | 

2, Fhat the Arguments of his Sincerity are ſo bright, that 
he mult be either blind, or wink hard, that can avoid the ſight 
of them, For, 

1. He' was a Perſon exemplary for Piety, Modeſty, Hu- 
mility, Charity, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, and all other V irtues 
both Chriſtian and Moral, as Father Fulgentize ( who molt 
intimately knew him ) tells us. Even in his Youth, ſays he, 
he was never reprehended for ſpeaking an- undecent word, or 
doing an unbeſceming_ att (rx), Cant then: be ſuppos'd, that 
mn his elder age, he ſhould publiſh to the World a Book fraught 
with malicious Lyes ? 


. 
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2. To what purpoſe , can we ſuppoſe , he ſhould report 
things otherways than he knew them to be ? Men are not. 
wont to play the Knave, for nought, but in hope of ſome ad- 
vantage, which may accrue to themſelves thereby. ; and the 
Baits by which they are allured, are either the Juſt of the Fleſb, 
' or the luſt of the Eye, or the pride of Life. 

To the luſt of the Fleſh, he was ſo mortified, that he drank 
nothing but Water till he had paſſed the 30th Year of his 
Age; and then not without much averſeneſs, was he prevail'd 
with by his Phyſicians, 1n order to his Health, todrink Wine 5: 
and among other things, which he repented himſelf of, this, 
was one ; that he had been perſwaded to the uſe of Wine. His, 
Food was fo ſlender, that for the moſt- part he eat nothing; 
but. Bread and Fruits ; of Fleſh very little, till he had paſſed. 
his 55:h Year, His Life was the molt toilſome and painful, 
that any Religious Man was able to lead (/). | 

The I»/t of the Eye , had fo little power over him, That. 
he never had of Money any more, than. was neceſſary for a 
days uſe; though he had. daily opportunities of heaping up- 
Riches. He yielded his ſervice freely in all cauſes, without. 
receiving any Recognition whatſoever. And though many: 
attempted to fix a Gift upon him, yet he never received the. 
leaſt Gratuity ; being always content with this only Reward, of. 
having done well (t ). ; 

And for the Pride of Life,. he {o-much deſpiſed it;;. That: 
he not only not defired, but refuſed to accept many great Ho-- 
nours and Preferments that were offered him ; and was con- 
tent to ſpend his life in a Cell,. ſo far from any manger 
af Pomp and State, that he never had any Ornament for: his 
Chamber, nor more than one ſimple: Garment to. put on, In: 
ſhort, the manifeſt truth is ;. that. had he ſought after world-- 
ly Glory or Greatneſs in any kind , his 'Temptations lay all 
on the other hand; for would he but have humour'd, and- 
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flatter'd the Pope, and his Court , he might have eaſily been 
advanced, to be the chief Miniſter of State under him ( s ). 

It is, I know, faid by ſome, that all this was to get a Name. 
But what can be faid with leſs pretence of Truth or Reaſon ? 
fince this was that he ſtudioully declined. How many uſe- 
ful Inventions does the World owe to him, which he would 
not own himſelf to be the Author of ? How many ſecrets did 
he diſcover, which he was pleaſed others ſhould have the honour 
to publiſh, as if they had been 'Theirs ? How reſolute was he 
to leave nothing behind him, either of his own hand, or o- 
ther Mens that might carry his name, or preſerye his memo- 
ry (w) ? And had his delign been to render himſelf infamous 
to all ſucceeding Generations, the belying of the Council, had 
been a molt proper means in order to this end ; there being 
thoſe memorials in many Mens hands in France, in Spain, in 
Germany, in Italy, by which the Fallity might be detected, and 
he expoſed to the reproach of all the World. 

3. Butbe it ſo, that none of the flattering temptations were 
able to —_— him ; yet 'tis certain ( fay others) that having 
been highly diſobliged by the Pope and his Court, he was reſol- 
ved to be revene'd for the wrongs they had done him. Which 
aſperſion is eaſily wiped off by conſidering theſe two things : 
1, His wonderful Charity, not only in Giving, but Forgiving. 
2. How earneſtly he endeavoured, when he had the greate(t 
provocations to the contrary imaginable, to conceal thoſe things, 
that might reflect Diſgrace upon the Religion he profeſſed. Of 
both which Father Fulgentio hath given us pregnant Proofs in his 
life. When he was treacherouſly Afſfaulted, and barbarouily 
Wounded ( by wretches hired by the Pope to murder him } 
what was his Revenge ? He pray'd the high Council often, 
that as he with all his heart did pardon him that offended, » ſo 
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they would make no other demonſtration of it , but what might 
ſerve to defend him better, if' God ſhould pleaſe to prolong his - 
Life ; expreſſing in his aftions as aC hriſftian , and Son of the 
Heavenly Father, his due obedience to the Goſpel; and as a 
Philoſopher, that he had eradicated out of his Soul all ſpirit of 
Revenge (x). And when it was reported, not many hours 
after, that the Aſſaſſins were apprehended, he ſcemed ro be 
much diſpleaſed at the news, ſaying, Perhaps they may diſcover 
ſomething, that may give ſcandal to the World, and prejudiceto 
Religion ( y). when another Plot againſt his Life was dif- 
cover'd, inſtead of making a requital, he interceded for the 
Murderers , and that not ſlightly, but petition'd often upon his 
Kyees, demanding this as a favour in recompence of his beſt 
ſervices done for the Publick, that for his ſake, they ſhould not 
be made [peftacles, to the diſhonour of his Religion (2). When 
not only his Life, but { which is more) his Honour was at- 
tacqu'd by the moſt opprobrious Libels, he never ſhew'd the 
leaſt fizw either of Diſdain, or Revenge. In ſuch perfeition 
mas his meekneſs, that thoſe of his Religion, with a general 
Voice renaer'd him this Teftimony, that they never knew him endea- 
wour any the leaſt kind of Revenge (a). And tis Fulgentio's. 
Note upon his Charity expreſſed toward his Aſſaſſins, That 
it was not a ſingular attion of his, upon that offence only ; but 
that formerly, and after inthe whole courſe of his Life, he never 
procured any Revenge, although the injuries were never ſo great.. 
And the moſt that was ever heard to come out of his Mouth, with 
reſpect' to his Wrongs, though moſt inſufferable ; was to ſay: 
| ſometimes, with a ſerene Countenance, Videat Dominus & 
requirat. 

Nor did he think it enough, not to: retura the evil, but fo 
great was his Charity, that it put him upon doing Good ,, 
as he had opportunity, to his implacable Enemies. He was: 
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no leſs zealous after the Stabbs given him, than he had been be- 
fore, 'in defending the lawful Rights of thoſe, * to whom. he im- 
puted that V zainous Aft (b). To conclude this particular : 
What ſhew of probability 1s there, That the Frier ſhould 
compile this Hiſtory, out of Spite and Revenge, for the Wound 
given him, and the Snares laid for him by the Pope? when. 
tis certain , That he had undertaken rhis work many Years 
before, ( and perhaps by that time tiniihd it ), it being not 
the Produ& of a ſuddain Paſſion, but, as Pallavicino confe(- 
ſes, the Work of almoſt his whole Life (c). 

By what hath been faid, is manifelt ; as his Charity for 
his Enemies, ſo his Piety toward God too : That he had a 
value for his Religion, more than for his Life ; was ſo ten- 
der of its Reputation, that in compariſon he negle&ed his 
own. 

4. Though this alone is enough toclear him, from the black. 
charge of Impiety and Hypocrifie, that Pallavicino prefers 
againſt him ; yet becauſe the Jeſuit pretends to prove what 
he ſays, I ſhall briefly conſider the proof he produces. The 
Charge in brief is ; That he did not believe the Faith he profeſs d, 
but was a Catholick in pretence only, an Heretick in truth (4). 
And four arguments are brought to prove 1t. 

1. Becauſe his Hiſtory of the Council, is a Book deſtruftive 
of the Faith he profeſsd(e). Tis granted, that he ſometimes 
{peaks freely, of thoſe Errors both in Doftrine and Praftice , 
by which the Chriſtian Faith was ſhamefully corrupted in 
the Church of Rome: But it this be to ſubvert the Faith, 
how many muſt be put into the liſt of Hereticks, who yet 

. paſs in the Roman Church for good Catholicks ? Let them 
produce any one inſtance out -of Soave's Hiſtory, that is moſt 
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(b) Non minus etiam poſt, quam ante lethale Vulnus pro eorum legitimis juribus ſterir, 
quivus ipſe cum | ap. patratum facinus adſcribebar. Com. Jul, Clem. Not. 64. Moral, 
P. 43. (c) Deſudavic in hoc opere non zſtu quodam celeri, fed tanta laboris maru- 


rirate, ut 1n hoc vitam fere roram 1mpenderit, (4) Apparat. ad Hiſt, c. 3. n. 4. (e) Appa- 
derogatory 
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derogatory to their Faith, and I promiſe to produce: the 
ſame, or one equivalent, out of ſome other Romiſh Writer, 
who is not yet cenſured for an Heretick. And what pal- 
pable iniquity is it, to make that a note of Hereſie in him, 
which they account not ſo in others? | | 

But what if Pallavicino's own Hiſtory be more injurious 
to the Roman Faith than Father Paul's? It is ſoin the judg- 
ment of ſome learned Romanifts. Aquilinus ſays roundly, 
That it is more miſchievous, and he gives theſe reaſons for 
it ; Becauſe, ſays he, Pallavicino relates many ſcandalous paſ- 
ſages which Soave omitted; and frequently interprets, amplt- 
fies and defends thoſe ill things, that are written by him; and 
thoſe things which are for the honour of the Council, and are 
truly reported by Soave, they are either leſſen'd, or omitted, or 
contradifted , by Pallavicino (g). So that he concludes, 
T hat by ſpecial Divine Providence it came to paſs, that his Hi 
ftory ſwell'd into two Volumes, that very few might be found, 
and thoſe none but ſuch as are exceeding fleematick, who will 
have the Patience intirely to read it. Another learned Man 
of that Church, is much of the ſame mind; for he ſays, 
That the Cardinal, who complains that Frier Paul does nothi 
but defame the Legats and the Fathers, had done them _—_ 
more honour, if he had not reported ſo much of thoſe matters, 
which may give advantage to Hereticks and to. Criticks, may 
ſeandalize weak Perſons, and deſtroy that grand conceit, which 
People ought to have of the Majeſty of Councils, and that Re- 
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{ 2 ) Refert enim gpgiriins quz ſcandalum inducunt, & apud Petrum Soave 
non ſunt; ac non ſerhe] malorum quz ab illo ſcripta ſunt, eſt Amplificator, Interpres, 


arque Defenſor, p. 51. Ex di&is oprime liquer, quamo pernicioftor fir Pallavicin 
quam Petri Soave Hiſtoria, cum in 1lla & offendatur Romatiorum Pontificum fama, 
Hzrericorum dia enumerantur & amplificantur z rixz, contempriones & ſcandaſs 
iter Catholicos, quz in Concilio acciderunt, ſigillatim referunrur ; & quz bona & 
reCta a Petro Soave enarrata vel minuuntur, yel prztermitruntur, vel in contradiQti- 
onem yocantur.; quz omnia aperte indigitant, quantum Catholic fidei, & Concilii 
Tridentini cauiz non leviter noceant. þ. 95- 
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werence which that of Trent deſerves (h). And Comes Ta- 
lius Clemens, ( another learned Man of the Rowan Commu- 
nion ) ſhews, that his Hiſtory 1s [candalows, and more per- 
nicious than Father Pauls (z). Judge now, which of the 
two Hiſtorians does beſt deſerve the name of Here- 


2. The Cardinal thinks to prove him a counterfeit Ca» 
tholick, by certain Letters intercepted, ſuppoſed to be his, writ- 
ten to Caſtrine a Hugonot x France, i» which he ſeems to 
wifh well to the Hugonots Cauſe. But does not the Cardinal 
himſelf ſeem to -doubt, whether theſe Letters were his, 
when he ſays, That either they were written with his own 
hand, cr by ſigns and efficacious proofs known to be his. He 
dares not {ay they were written with his own hand ; what 
then are, the efficacious proofs * Not the leaſt ſhadow of 
proof is. produc'd,. unleſs this may paſs for one, That they 
were ſent as his, to Paul V. by Cardipal Ubaldin the Pope's 
Nuncio iz Frances. And verily, if the CardinaPs prime 
argument:againſt Father Pax! be efficaciows, {0 far is this from 


' being 4 proof that they were his, that it is an efficacious 


: 


argument, that they were not.. ' For what is the Argument 
he moſt infiſts upon, to prove thatno credit is to be given 
to Father Pau/; but becauſe he was an Enemy to the Pope 
and Catholicks? And can it be ſuppoſed that he was a 
greater Enemy to. the Pope, than - Ubaldine was to him, 
who made it his conſtant praitice to defame him with odious 
zames ( k )? whoſe enmity againſt him was ſo monſtrous, 
that he profeſs'd, That he the more believed hins to be a lewd 
Wretch, and an exquifite Hypocrite, from his jrreprehenſible 
life (1). Ts there any Calumay ſo groſs that ſuch a Man 
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(b) Amclot. Preface Hiſtoire du Concile de Trenre. ( 7 ) Nat. Moral. ec. p. 
18, & 41. (+) Queſto fempre infamava i! Padre, con nomi odtofi, per i ſcritti pub- 
licati. Vita del Padre Paolo. p. 223: ( 1) Al che replicava il Nuntio Ubaldini, che 
tanto Þ:u f1 confermava nella ſua opinione, che fofſe ut” huomo trifto 8 un hypocrica 
eſ{quiſito, dalla ſua irreprenſibil vita, p. 224. 
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would boggle at? May we not therefore conclude, by 
Pallevicinos own Logick, that 'he either ed the Let- 
ters, -or at- leaſt corrupted them ? But in caſe he did nor, 
may it not be reaſonably ſuppos'd, that ſome other Per- 
ſon did, if we conſider, 1. The. palpable forgeries that 
in his life time were foiſted into ſome of his printed Dif: 
courſes. 2. The numberleſs Calumaies that were ſpread 


of him by the Popes Creatures. ':3. The falſe Reports 


raiſed of him by. that great Man Cardinal co Barba- 
rins ( who was afterward Pope Urban VIII.) fo baſe and 
unworthy, that the Author of his Life was aſhamed to 
mention them 2»). 4. The frightful Stories divulged of 
him preſently after his. Death; as tar he died howling, ant 
crying out of the apparition of ' black Dogs ; that in his Cell 
and Chambers h:deous noiſes were heard ( n»). Theſe things 
conſidered, it may well be ſuppoſed, that the paſſages al- 
ledged are none of Soave's, eſpecially conſidering,” x. That 
nothing is produced to prove that they are. - 2, -T hat he 
was ſo far from any inclination to change. his Religion, 
that when he had the ſtrongeſt Temptation to. it, he ex- 
preſſed his firm Reſolution to adhere to it ( as will pre- 
lently appear ). | | oat Dn 
Nor 4s this to be looked ypon as the ſhift 'of 'an Here- 
tick, for. the Jarned Roman:ſt before quoted,” afferts the 
very ſame thing. Tt is to be believed, Toys he, that theſe 
Letters are either forged, or at leaſt kneaded with a Forei 
Leven, that has corrupted the 'whole Lump (©). 1 proceed 
to Pallavicing's next» Arguinent..- 2 1 THEY 
\ 3. Claudius Sarravas,. eCalvinift;-/aw'fevers! Detters of 
Father Paul's-t0- Philp Morbay;: and Villerius Hottornan. 
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who were alſo Calviniſts. But is any thing quoted out of thefe 
Letters, that ſmells of Hereſie? Not a word. How then doth 
_ 1t appear by theſe Letters, that Father Paut was an Heretick-? 
becauſe they were written to thoſe that were Hereticks. As 
if it had not ever been the pradtice, and ever will be, 
for learned Men of different Religions, to hold correſpon- 
dence by Letters. As if a Counſellor of State in England, 
could not write to. a Papiſt in France, but he himſelf muſt 
be a Papiſt ; or a Papiſt write to a Proteſtant, but he alſo 
mult turn Proteftant. If this Argument be concluſive, 
how many pernictous Hereticks will .be found to be right 
good Catholicks ? But Sarravius ſpeaks of the Father , with 
reſpect and honour. And fo does Melantthorn of the. Biſhop 
of Ausburg ( p ), and the Biſhop of Breſlaw, and of Julius. 
Pflug and Gropermws (q); and yet I trow, theſe were no 
Hereticks. And Cardinal Sadotet in his Epiſtle to Melan- 
&hon, tpeaks highly in his commendation, and makes pro- 
tcflion. of great friendſhip to. him, who. yet was never 
thonght to, be either Lutheran, or Calwuiniſt, or  Znin- 
glian. (7) But the killing Argument comes laſt, viz. 
- & That Father Pas/ thus addreſs'd to Sommerdick the Hol- 
land Ambaſſador, T exceedingly rejoyce, that I have lived to. 
ſee... in my Gountry , an dnbafiolar of that Commonnealth, 
that together 'with me acknowledges this truth, That the Bi- 
(bop of Rome is the Antichriſt (f). This would indeed do 
tne work, . were not the Calumny too broad : to gain- cre- 
dit, _ For, put .caſe it_ be true, That the Pope is Antichriſt ; 
yet is it credible that Father. Paxl{believed'it? When ( as the: 
Author ,of 'his Life. tells us,) he. always ſpake® and writ with 
gieat Reverence ' concerning the 'Popes , and the Apoſtolical 


) Melan&th. Epiſt. /, i. Epiſt. '69.  (q )*L56:"4- Epiſt: 45. © (Tr) 1b. 2. 
Av, 39+ ( /) L#tor: ſummapexe me eo- 12 vine, 7. in 'Patria mea 7a . 


rem legatum illus Reipublicz, quz mecum hanc yeritatem agnoſcir, Romannin Por? 


Chair: 


tificem efſe Antichriſtum. Apparat: c, 2, 
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Chair (t). . That ( when' upon: the Interdift of Pay V. 
many. Pamphlets were publiſhed to render. the Pope odious, 
and to provoke the Republick to change their Religion J-he 
znculcated upon them the neceſſity of adhering to it ; 'That God 
by his ſingular Grace, had placed them in the Catholick Apo- 
fPolick Roman holy Church , for which they were bound to ac- 
knowledge his Divine Favour , and to render him continual 
Thanks , ſince 10 greater misfortune could befal them, than 
that they ſhould abandon of forſake it : That no Man ought to 
ſuffer bimſelf to be ſhaken in his confidence ; nor the Prince to 
give way, that a change or alteration ſhould be ſo much as 
ſpoken of (u). Ina word, That in all his Conſultations and 
Writings, he always honoured the See ' Apoſtolick, and the Popes, 
with a Supreme Reverence (w-). Of lis T.. 
But ſuppoſe the Father had thought the Pope to be An- 
tichriſt, can any conſidering Man believe, that he would 
bave declared it to the Dutch Ambaſſador? Is it to-be 
imagined, 'That ſuch a wiſe Stateſman. ( as. his Adverſaries. 
grant him to be) That he who inthe heat. of his Diſpute. 
with the Pope, was ſo cautious, that no unhandſom re- 
flecting word might ſip from his Pen.; "That he who took 
ſo. great care that nothing might paſs. the Preſs, that might: 
be juſt occaſion of offence to the Pope and: his Court ; That: 
he who well knew how tender the Republick was of. their 
Honour an point. of Religion, and. hoy highly offended- 
when Pins IV. ſrem'd to think, that they had recommend- 
ed to him. for Cardinal, a Perſon ſuſpected of Hereſe ;; 
That he who (after he enter'd upon publick employmeat ); 
denied hinyelf the pleaſure of converſe with many learned: 
Men, that none might take accaſion to reflect. upon the: 
State; That he who knew, that if. he was ſuſpeCted of He- 
rele, the State would be 1o- too, becauſe in all matters re-- 
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1 to Religion, he was their Oracle, and that nothing 
nn be more dangerous to the State, than to fall under 
ſuch a ſuſpicion? Can it, I ſay, be ſuppoſed, by any Man 
not forſaken of Senſe and Reaſon, that fuch a Perſon as this, 
ſhould utter thoſe words? and that he ſhould - utter them 
to a Stranger? and to a Stranger, that he ſpake to but oc- 
caſionally, and in haſte (x)? 
. But now for once, to gratifie the Cardinal, let 'us grant, 
Thar, in his notion of Hereſie, Father Pau! was an Here- 
tick; For he did not believe, that the Pope is above a Coun- 
cil, or that he hath power to depoſs Princes. He did not 
believe him-to bean 1nfallible Dictator, and that ( in caſe he 
err.) 'Men are bound to own his Errors for [Truths : And 
ſuch Hereticks, I think, we may reckon Gerſon, Eſpenſ2us, 
Richerius, and the generality of the Gallicay Church. But 
to proceed : AF 

5. There cannot be a more undoubted Argument of Sin- ? 
cerity in an Hiſtorian, than Impartiality ; and this is in ma- 
ny things ſo viſible in Father Paw/'s Hiſtory, that he muſt 
ſbut his Eyes cloſe, who docs not diſcern it. Pallavicino, 
"tis true, frequently repreſents him, as a Man of ſuch ma- 
lignity againſt the Popes, the Preſidents of the Council, and 
the Catholicks ( as they call themſelves) in the general, as 
—_—_ him always to defame them. Bur this is a 
wilfut miſrepreſenation. He was as ready to ſpeak good, 
where there was ground for it, as evil of them ; He relates 
thoſe things that make for their Credit, as well as their Di{- 
grace z and ſets their Virtues in as clear a light as he does x 
their Vices. TI ſhall give ſome Inſtances relating to the Popes | 
and Preſidents of the Council. w ED 

1, To begin with the Popes. He fays of Leo X. That 


he was careleſs in things that concern'd Religion and Piety. 
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But does he not alfo ſay, That he adorned the Papacy with 
2any good parts which he broaght into it, amongſt which were 
his ſingular learning in Humanity, Goodneſs, and a marvellous 
ſweet manner in treating of affairs , with a pleaſing beha- 
wViour more than humane, joyned with incomparable Liberality, 
and a great inclination to favonr thoſe that were Learned, and 
endowed with any extraordinary Lnality, Which Vertnes were 
wot found in that See of a long time before,neither equal,nor near 
unto his Cy ). He tells us, That Clement VII. was a Ba- 
ftard, and mounted to the Popedom by Simoxy, and lays open 
thoſe Artifices by which he eluded the calling of a general Conm 
cil: But when he gives us his Character, he alſo acquaints 
us with his Virtues, ( ſuchas they were) He died, ſays he, 
with no ſmall joy of the Court. For though they admired his 
Virtues, which were a natural Gravity, exemplary Pay ſimory, 
and Diſſmulation; yet they hated more his Avarice, 'Rigidity 
and Cruelty (2). Of Pax! II. he fays, That he was a Pre- 
late endowed with good Qualities, and among all his Virtues, he 
wnade more efteem of none than of Diſſimulation'( a ); © Of Fu- 
lius IT. That he ſpent mbole days in Gardens, plotted out delicts / 
ous Buildings, aud ſhew'd himſelf more enclined to Pleaſure than 
Buſineſs (b ). But is it not. commendable, that he - made 
choice of Cardinal Pool, for his Legat into Exglazd, think- 
ing , that becauſe he was of the Blood Royal, and of an 
exemplary Life, he would be the fitteſt I OG 20 reduce 
that Rjngdom to the Church of Rome (c)! He repreſents 
Paul IV. as a paſſionate, proud, domineering Huff: But he 
withal mentions the ſeverity of his maxners, in the foregoing 
part of his life, and his endeavours after he came to the Pope- 
aom to reform the Court. In like manner he treats Pius IV. 
In a word, thoſe Popes who were moſt infamous for their 
Vices, he finds ſomething to fay of them, that is laudable. 
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'But then, what ſays he of Adrian VI? Oh! he was a 
| Man too good for this World : For the Court (lays he) be- 

| ing not worthy of ſuch a Pope, it pleaſed God to call him (a); 
| What. ſays he of Marcellas II? He was a Man grave and ſe- 

| vere by nature, and of 4 conſtant mind, that ſhew'd the World 
that his Dignity had not changed him; He thought it neceſſary 
to make an entire Reformation, and that it would be no loſs 
to the Papacy, to cut off its Pops and V azities, but would pre- 

ſerve and inlarge it (e). | 
| Now 1s not this to write impartially ? Had he hated the 
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Popes, and not their Vices only, he would have ſpoken ill 
| | of one, as well as another. Had he been ſuch a Momus to 
the Popes , as Pallavirino reports him, (f) he could have 
| ſeen nothing in.many of them, beſides their Vices: Where- 
| as the truth is, if he was partial, it was rather in their fa- 
vour. For though indeed the Pictures he hath left of- ſome 2 
of them, are ugly enough ; yet they are ſo much more de- \ 
| form'd, as drawn by others ( who yet were no Hereticks ) ; 


that his when compared with theirs, may be thought to 
| flatter them. Yea, I appeal to any indifterent Reader, whe- 4 
ther Pallavicinvo himſelf ſays not more to the diſcredit of 
LeoX.(g). Whether the Character he gives of Jul:#s ITT. 
does. not make more to his diſgrace { h ), than that Soave 
gives him. And for thoſe Popes which Soave highly com- 
mends, does not Pallavicino as much defame them ! Aadri- 
a, of whom Soave thought the Worl1 not worthy, Palla- 
vicino repreſents as a Pope not worthy of the World. He 
was indeed an excellent Prieſt, but in truth a mean -Pope ;, the * 
Cardinals valu'd him alove his deſert , when they exalted 
him to the Papal Throne (i). And for Marcellus, though 
he falls foul upon Soave for defaming him, yet ſee what a 
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worthy Eulogie he has left of him. *Twas happy for him 
that he died ſo ſoon, for had his Reign been long, he would 
hardly have maintain'd by his ations, that high opinion the 
World had conceived of him (k). To conclude this, if we 
may credit Aquilinus , Pallavicizo ſeems to have done more 
miſchief to the Church of Rowe, by what he has written of 


the Popes, than Save (1). Quis tulerit Gracchos ? 
2, Having ſeen how fairly he treats the Popes, let us 


now look, whether he hath ſhew'd himſelf fo juſt to their 


Legats in the Council. Palavicino lays, That he defames 
not only ſome, but all the Preſidents, and that perpetually (m ). 
If this Accuſation were true, 4t would be a ſhrewd Argu- 
ment of his inſincerity ; bur. how remote it is from the 
neighbourhood of truth, will ſoon be made appear. | 

The Preſidents of the Council under Pas/ III. were 
John Maris de Monte, Cardinal Biſhop of Paleſtrine ; Mar- 
cellus Cervinus, Cardinal Prieſt of the holy Croſs ; and Re- 
ginald Pool, Cardinal Deacon of S. Mary in Coſmedin. Hear 
now what Sgave ſays of them. In this Man ( viz. Regi- 
nald Pool) the Pope choſe Nobility of Blood, and Opinion of 
Piety, which commonly was had of him: In Marcellus, Con- 
ſtancy, and immovable and undaunted Perſeverance, tagether 
with exquiſite Kyowledge : In Monte, reality and openneſs of 


' mind, with ſuch Fidelity to his Patrons, that he preferred their 


intereſt to the ſafety of his own Conſcience( n). Is there any 
thing in this, but what is for the credit of Reginald and 
Marcellus ? and nothing but the laſt clauſe that can refle&t 
the leaſt diſparagement upon Monte, He ſays, That the 
Legats admonition (at the opening of the Council) was ac-- 


—— _—_—e_—_—_— 


— 


(&). £99.13. c.11.n. 7. (1) Certum ſane apparet, quantum detriment Catholicz 
reipublice inducat hzc Pallavicini hiſtoria in br uz de Romants Pontificibus natr- 
rat. Unde e contra minus damni Petrus Soave in ſuo opere afferre yiderur. B+ 97+ 
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connted Pious, Chriſtian, Modeſt, and wort hy the Cardinals ( 0). 
And this, I hope, 1s not to diſgrace them, Again, 'That 
they propoſed to the Popes conſideration, that it would be good, 
to make ſome effettual Reformation is Rome(p). And that 
at Trept in the ilext Congregation, they propoſed the Refor- 
mation of divers Abuſes (4). Theſe things are ſpoken of 
the Legats in common. 

Let us now ſee, what he ſays of each of rhem apart, 
and firſt of Marcellus. Whez a great and rich Prelate ( r), 
in the Congregation went about to ſhew, that they ought only 
to aim at the Reformation, aggravating much the common 
Deformation of the whole Clergy, and inculcating that fo long 
a our Veſſels were not cleanſed, the Holy Ghoſt wonld not dwell 
in them : "The Cardinal of Holy Croſs, »nuch commended 
that Prelate for making mention of a thing ſo holy, and of ſo 
good example : for beginning from themſelves, they might ea- 
foly reform all the reſt of the World; and he earmfy exhorted 
all to the pratfice thereof ( { ). He tells us alfo, That the C ardi- 
zzal took incredible pains to make the Decrees ( viz. of the ſixth 
Seſſion ) avoiding as much as was poſſible to infert any thinss 
controverted among the Schoolmen, and ſo handling thoſe which 
ould not be omitted, as that every one might be contented (t). 
And truly fays he, concerning theſe particalars, it is not fit to 
rob the Cardinal of his due Praiſe (u). It {cems Soave in- 
tended this for his Praiſe. + 

And ſo did he many things which he hath left on: Record 
concerning the Cardinal of Mozte. For inſtance, his Diſ- 
courſe about Reſidence, in which the Cardinal fays, That 
the World hath compizird long ſince of the abſence of Prelates 
and Paſtors, daily demanding Reſidence : That their abſence 
from their Churches, i the cauſe of all the miſchiefs of the 
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Charch : For the Church may be compared to a Ship, the ſink- 
ing whereof is aſcribed to the abſent Pilot : That Hereſies, Ig- 
norance and Diſſolution do reign in the People ; and bad Man- 
ners and Vices in the Clergy, becauſe that Paſtors being abſent 


from the Flock, no Man hath care to inſtruit thoſe, or corret? 


theſe, &c. (w). When his Maſter, the Pope, order'd the 
Legats, to find out matters to delay the Seſſion, Morte, who 
was of an ingenuoue Diſpoſition, thought it would be hard, and 
could not promiſe to be conſtant, in ſo long a Diſſimulation ( x). 
This may perhaps paſs for a Defamation with Pallavicino, 
the Jefuits being ſo excellent at the art of difſembling. He 
elſewhere tells us, That Monte was peremptory againſt the 
Abuſe of ſelling the Sacraments (y). And his Zeal, Cou- 
rage, and undaunted Reſolution, upon all occaſions in af- 
ſerting and maintaining the Pope's Power and Greatneſs (z), 
one who hath read Pallavicino's new Goſpel, would not 
_ the Cardinal ſhould reckon it a Diſparagement to 
im. 

Let us now ſee how Soave defames Cardinal Poo/. He 
ſays, That he was of the Blood Royal ; That the Dependents 
of the Farneſi, tor his good Diſpoſition , were content to e- 
le& him Pope, to ſucceed Paul INI. That he was of exem 
plary life. "That he was acceptable ts the Nobility of England, 
for his Wiſdom and Sanitity ( a). That many im England 
were ſcandaliz'd, and alien'd from the _— for depriving him 
of his Legation. And if this be to diſpraiſe, what is it to 
commend a Man ? But let it be, that in the Jeſuits reckoning 


good Diſpoſition, and exemplary Life, are no matters of jutt 


ommendation. 
The Preſidents of the Council under F#lizes TIL. : were - 
Marcellus Creſcentins, Cardinal of S. Marcellus ; Sebaſtians 
Pighinns, Archbiſhop of Siponto ; and Aloiſins Lipomawnns 
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Biſhop of Verozxa ; the firſt in the capacity of Legar , 
the two laſt as Nxcii, but of equalauthority with the Le- 
gat. And why, ſays Soave, did the Pope pitch upon theſe ? 
Upon Marcellus, becauſe among all the Cardinals, he found 
none more truſty, and withall more worthy : upon the Arch- 
biſhop of Sipoxro, for that great confidence he had in him be- 
fore his Papacy : upon the Biſhop of Verona, for the form of his 
great Piety, Loyalty and goodneſs (b). And what charaQter, 
{lays he did the Pope give of them to the Council ? That 
Marcellus was a zealous, wiſe, and learned Cardinal ; That the 
Biſhops of Sipoxto and Verona, were famous for Kowledge and 
Experience. And if we read the Exhortation, which Fia- 
ther Paul tells us, thoſe Preſidents gave to the Fathers of 
the Council, in the firſt Seſſion under Fuliz:, 1 can hardly 
imagine, that there is any Man in the World, but a- Jeſuit, 
who will not think, that the Father intended it: for their 
Commendation ; and that there is ſomething in it, which 
really deſerves it, particularly the Concluſion, that the 
ſbould handle the matters of the Council with all © <> War 4 
nd without Contention, as becometh fo great an Aſſembly, 
uſing perfett Charity, and conſent of minds, knowing that God 
doth behold and judge them (c). 

Of the Legats and Preſidents under Pzz the 4h; I ſhall 
take notice of three only, viz. Gonzaga Cardinal off Man- 
244, Cardinal Seripands, and Cardinal Morore. 

Mantua, Soave tells us, was a man eminent, not only in 
regard of the greatneſs of his Houſe, and of his Brother Fe- 
randus, but for his own Virtue (4); And'one great inſtance: 
of his Virtue, 1s the freedom ( Soave tells us ) he us'd tothe 
Fope : For he wrote to- him with his own hand, that he had 
z0t a face to. appear any more in Congregation, to give 
words. only, as he: had- done two years together ; That all the 
Miniſters of Princes do ſay, that howſoever his Holineſs 
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doth promiſe much for Reformation, yet ſeeing nothing to 
be executed, they do not think,. that he hath any inclination 
to it (e). 

Seripando, he ſays, was 4 Divine of muth fame ( f). That 
when he came to be prime Legat,. upon the death of Mar- 
Zua, he wrote to the Pope, "That he would be glad his Holi- 
neſs would ſend another Legat, his Superiour, to govern the 
Council, or remove him ;, But in caſe he would leave him prime 
Legat, he told him, he would proceed as God ſhould inſpire 
him ;, and that otherwiſe it were better to remove him'"abſo+ 
lutely (g). But that which eſpecially commends'this Preſi- 
dent , 1s the account Soave gives of his death. He adied;. 
faith he, to the great grief of all the Prelats, andof all Trent,, 
having in the morning received the Sacrament of che Euchariſt, 
which he took out of his Bed upon his Knees. After that 
he returnd to his Bed, and in the preſence of five Prelats, 
&c. he confeſs d his Faith, wholly conformable to the Catholick: 
of the Roman Church, ſpake of the works of a Chriſtian, of the 
Reſurreftion of. the. Dead, of the Council, recommending the 
progreſs of it to the Legats, &c. (h):- | 
- Among many things related of Cardinal | Moroye to his 
Praiſe, L ſhall mention only ſome - paſſages:of* that*Speeth:; 
which he made upon his firſt coming to 'Freze. He told the- 
Fathers, That the Wars,  Seditions, and other Calamities pre- 
ſent, and imminent for our ſins, would ceaſe, if a means 
were found to. appeaſe God, and to reſtore the - ancient Purity. 
That he breight with him two Things ; one a' good Meaning” 
of the ' Pope, to ſecure the Doitrine of Faith , to correft- bad' 
Manners, &Cc. the other ,, his own- readineſs to do” what ther 
Pope had commanded him. He prayd the Fathers that Con- 
rextion and Diſcord, and unprofitable Queſtions being laid aſide, 
which. do. grievouſly offend Chriftendom ,. they: would ſerionufly 


handle the things which were neceſſary (3). Is there any thing in* 
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this , that Pallavicino can interpret to the diſcredit of Morome. 

I think T_ have now provd, what I undertook as to the 4 
Popes and Preſidents of the Council ; which was not, that 8 - 
Soave never ſays any thing to their difpraiſe, but that he 
ſometimes ſays thoſe things which are for their Commen- 
dation ; 'which 'is a plain Confutation of Pallavicino's Ca» 
lumny , and an irretragable argument of Father Pau/'s fin- 
cerity, And if the Jeſuit ſo ſhamefully forges in matters 
{o obvious, what credit is to be given to.him 1 other things, 
in which the Falfity is not ſo eafily deteQted ? Having faid 
more than enough tor: the clearing of the tirſt thing propoſed, 
I procsed to the ſecond, viz. | 


SECT. 


The credit of his Hiſtory ſo far from being overthrown, that it 
# rather eſtabliſhed by thoſe that endeavoured'ts deſtroy it. | 


Secondly, The credit of Father Paul's Hiſtory,is ſo far from 
being overthrown, or ſo much as leſſened, thatit is rather 
confarm'd and improved by thoſe who have endeavoured to 
deftroy .it. Thoſe are eſpecially the two Jeſuits before : 
named, viz. Scipio Henricus, and Sfortia Pallauicino. Scipio 7 
Henry's Book ts divided into two parts. In the firft he hath { 
extracted out of Soave's Hiſtory, what he thought was good, 
and advantageous to the Catholick Religion ; .and this.he 
hath digeſted into an Hiſtory of the Council. In the ſe- 
cond {(whuch is-divided into five Sections ) .he hath gather'd. 
together the Tares (as he calls them) and bound them up.in 
Bundles tobe burnt (4). In both which he hath very much 
confirm'd the truth of Soave's Hiſtory. 


(4 ) Er ſane admirabite eſt rarione in opere hoc vera cum falſks admixta 
ſint: & ex bonis & pro Catholica Religione utilibus Hzreticorum deliramenta orian- | | 
cur. Cum ergo pia & impia ſcantur in hoc Volumine admixra, 'meum erit Hz- . 


co G = . = . 
reticorum Tizama alligare in 5 ad comburendum, & Catholicz yeritatis triti- .£ 
cam in horreum Chriſti reponere, Prafar, ad Led. 


I. In 
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1. In the firſt, becauſe his own Hiſtory of the Council: is 
taken out of Father Paz/s. He bimſelf tells us, That he 
hath put in nothing of his own invention; "That he' hath 
borrow'd almoſt nothing from the Writings of others, but 
that his Hiſtory 1s made up of thoſe things alone, which are: 
contain'd in Soave's Work (*). Now theſe, which are the 
principal things, he ſuppoſes may beall true, (though he ſays 
indeed, that he will not vouch tor the 'Tratlzof 'them ) (+). 
Yea, in the paſlage before quoted, he calls theſe, the Wheat 
of Catholick Truth, which is tobe laid up in Chriſt's Granary : 
And if it be granted, that theſe are truly reported by 
Soave ; there will be little reaſon to fuſpect, that 'other mat- 
ters of leſs moment are forged. | 

2, In the ſecond Part, he further builds up what he in- 
tended to pull down, becauſe thoſe things in Soave's Hiſto- 
ry which he fays are Lyes. Firſt, ſome of them in. caſe 
they-are ſo, are Lyes of his own. forging. Secondly others, 
the Reaſons he gives are of no force to prove them fo. 
Thirdly, Others are ſuch things which an unprejudiced per-: 
fon will beſo far from looking upon: as:Lyes, that he wilb 
be thereby the more enclined, to believe all the reſt Father 
Paul ſays. to be true. | 

1. Some of them.are Lyes of his. own making,by miſrepre= 
ſeating Soave's Words, For inſtance , . The Hiſtorian, lays. 
Henry, tyes, in ſaying, that the Fathers themſelves were not 
Divines ; for ſince in every Seſſion they had Sermons, cer- 
tainly ſome of them were Divines (1). As. if. Father Pau: 
had ſaid, that none of them were 'Divines, when he: ſays. 


(F) Lectorem admoniggn volo me im Hiſt. Concilit Trident. componenda, nihil ex: 
roprio ingento, mihil tere ex altorum. Scripeis repoſwtle : ; ſed ca tantum quz is ip-- 
us Hiſtorict opere continentur, Przfart, ad Left. (+) Praterea eſt advertendum ,, 

qued ea, quz ex illo volumine extrata in Hiſtoriam- a me redipuntur, non: protinus 
ur, vera & approcata ampletendaeffe :. ſed ut quz in-illo,opere inyenta;. & poſlibilia? 
fulſſe non repugner. Ibid. (7) Mentitur Hiſtoricus dicendo % Fc A fuille Theo-- 
logos z  eum enim. per ſingulas Seſhones Conciouss. in cis habuerint, cerce aliqui- excis> 
Thealogi erant; Set 5, Art, 2. ; | 


— 


nothing; 
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nothing like it. There were , ſays he, few Divines. but of 
eſs than ordinary ſufficiency (m). Which words ſuppoſe, 
that many of them were Divines, and aſſert only, that there 
were but few of thoſe many, whoſe Abilities were not below 
. the vulgar fort of Divines. As he here abuſes Soave, by 
taking from his words, ſo in other places by adding to them. 
As when he makes him ſay, That the Affertions of Luther 
were condemn'd by Courtiers that were anlearned and un- 
Skilful, and not fit for matters of ſo great weight (*). The 
words, «nlearned, &c. are foiſted in by himſelf, to furniſh 
out matters for a Lye. OP 

2. Other matters which he ſays are Lyes, the Reaſons he 
=_ are of no force to prove them to be ſo. For inſtance, 
Tis falſe, ſays he, that the common opinion of the Divines 
was, that this Article [ Mex are zot bound: to communicate 
& Exfter] ought not to be condemn'd for Heretical. Why ? 
Becauſe it was afterward condemn'd by the Council (4) ; As 
if the Biſhops in Seſſion, might not condemn that for He- 
reſie, which the greater part of the Divines in Congrega- 
tion, were of opinion deſerv'd not fo ſevere a Cenſure : 
For the ſame reaſon he concludes, that there was no ſuch 
difference in opinion among the Divines, as Saeve mentions, 
about the Sacramental eating of Chriſt (*). 

. Many of them are ſuch, which an unprejudiced man 
wil be ſo far from taking for Lyes, that he will for their 
ſakes be the more enclin'd, to believe all the reſt that Soave 
ſays to be true. For will he not conclude, that certainly un-. 
truths are very rarely to be met with, when a ſpiteful Ad- 
verſary ( who was reſolv'd either to find or make them ) 
was forced to reckon for lyes, ſuch things,as theſe. 

1. Thoſe things which are reported by other Hiſtorians 


—_— 
m_— 


(m) L. 2. P. 163. (*) Quinto, quod harum affertionum damnazio fata fuir & 
uibuſdam Aulici , imperitis, & ad res tanti ponderis non bene aptis, Quare Judices 
i ſimpliciter Aulici indo&i, ut poſtea,” Hiſtoricus afferir, non fucrunt. SeR. 5. Arr. 1. 
(F) SeR. 2, Art, 3. (*) Ibid. 
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of untainted Credit. [For inſtance, That the Conncil was tranſla- 


- ted to Bologn, bythe Popes order (n=). Which is exprelly at- 


firm'd by Onuphrius (o).' And as Aquilinus tells us, Mamirinus 
Roſleus, and Dionyſius 4 Feeno, and thoſe Italians that write ge- 
neral Hiftories, report the ſame thing ;, Tea, that all thoſe Writers 


' who before Soave's time, make mention of this Tranſlation, 


they aſcribe it to the. Popes Mandates (p). And {o pitiful are the 
Reaſons Scipio | ( and Pallav. too) give to the contrary, that 
they are deſpiſed by Aquzlinus, and repreſented as ridiculous, by 
Amelot (9). 

2. Thoſe things, which if they are lyes, the Biſhops of the 
Council, the Princes and their Ambaſſadors, yea the Pope and 
his Cardinals are the lyars. For inſtance. . 1: «, ſays Henry, « 
vain and ridiculous thing, yea the Forgery of the lying Hiſtorian, that 
if the Reſidence or Inſtitution .of Biſbops, be acclared to be of Di- 
vine Right, the Pope can have no more Authority over them (r). 
Let it be ſo ridiculous ; but then not Soave, but the Archbiſhop of 
Granata, the Biſhop of Segovia, and the reſt of the Spaniſh Bi- 
ſhops ( yea and Laizez the General of the Jeſuits) were the 
Forgers. of this ridiculous lye ;: for they were the men who al- 
{erted it, and Soave as an Hiſtorian. only reports it of them : 
Yea, the Cardinals and the Pope himſelf were almoſt as much 
miſtaken,. as we find by the Letters of Monſieur de Lifle, the 
King of France's Ambaſſadour then at Rome (/). Again, 
[That the Council was not free, Henry reckons for a lye. But 
if it be ſo ; the Emperor, the King of Spain, the Kyjng of 
France, together with their Ambaſſadors, and the Spaniſh, French 


Fr , ————— 


(n) Seft. 4. art. 2. (0) Ia vita Pauli III. (p) P. 32. (4) Preface. (r) Quare 
yanum & ridiculum eft, imo & figmentum mentiencis Hiſtorict, 11 declarerur Epicoporum 
Reſidentiam fiv2 Inſtirutionem, e&c. SeR. 3. Art. 4. (ſ) Cer article de reſidence eſt rc- 
pure de grand prejudice, au Pape & 4 ceſte Cour, & de grande eHicace pour croiſtre la 
dignire & authorire des- Eveſques, &c. Let. au Roy du 6. May 1562, Er vous afſare 
que*cet article de reſidence artribuee au droi& Divin, avec autres qui en dependent, eft 
reput> 1cy de grande & dommageable conſequence. Ext atd' une let. de Monf, de Lifte 
a Mon, de Lanſac, Memoirs pour le Concil de Trente, p. 189. St? alſs p. 322. 


H and 
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and Polonian Biſhops, were alſo Lyars : For they frequently 
complain'd that the Council was in ſervitude. 

3. Divers other matters in which he gives Soave the lye, 
are ſuch notorious Truths, that no Man who has not the Im- 
pudence of a Jeſuit, can have the face to deny them. For 
inſtance, Soave ſays, That he that readeth S. Auſtin will know , 
' that in nine places, not in word, but in a Diſcourſe, he doth af- 
firm the neceſſity of the Euchariſt for Children, and two f them 
do make it equal with the neceſſity of Baptiſm : Tea, he ſaith more 
than once, that the Church of Rome hath held and defined it 
neceſſary for the Salvation of Children, and doth alledge for it 
Pope Innocent, whoſe Epiſtle doth yet remain, in which he ſaith 
it plainly (t). Now here the Jeſuit with open Mouth cryes 
out, that he belyes both S. Auftiz and Pope Innocent. For 
what he ſaith (ſays he) of the Authority of Auſtin, i a mani- 
feſt lhe; and *tis certain , that the Hiſtorian after his wonted 
manner, belyes Pope Innocent (#). A manifeſt lye ! Theſe 
two things he ſays of S. Au/tin. Firſt, that he does affirm the 
neceſſity of the Euchariſt for Children. Secondly, "That he 
does alledge for it Pope Inzacent : Both which will preſently ap- 
pear to be moſt manifeſt Truths. | 

As to the firſt, no Man that hath look'd into the writings 
of S. Auſtiz againſt the Pelagians, can be ignorant, that he 
frequently, and with zeal aflerts this, if the words Parusli and 
Infantes ſignifie Children, But becauſe the Jeſuit ſays, that the 
Hiſtorian ought to have quoted the Places, and the words ; though 
it will be too tedious to tranſcribe the words, they are-ſo ma- 
ny ; yet I will refer the Reader, to at leaft nine places, in 


(t) L.6.P. 539. («) Carerum quod dicirde authoritate Auguſtinj, eſt apertum men- 
dacium : Erdebuiſlſer Hiſtoricus non loqui perperam, ſed referre loca atque <jus vera. Op- 
p:ſirum crim ex codem Auguſtino afſerit S. Thomas 3. P. q. 953. art, 3. referens verba e- 
judem ad Bonifacium contra Pelagianos, quz talia ſunt : Nec illud cogireris, parvulos vis 
ram h:berencn poſle, qui ſunt experres corporis & ſanguinis Chriſti, Er ib1dem qu. 50, 
Artic. 7. referteundem Avuguſtinum afſerentem, parvulosznte uſum rationis communicandos 
non eſe De Innocentio Papa certumeſt, Hiſtoricum mentiri more {olito, Seft. 5.Art.g.p. 208, 
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which he. may find ſuch words as manifeſtly - prove this (m), 
And divers of theſs places ( particularly de Peccator. Merit. & 
Remif. |. 1.6. 20.& c. 24..) do make the Euchariſt as neceſſary 
to Children, as Baptiſm. And which is obſervable, S. Auflix 
makes the drinking of the Blood of Chrift, no leſs neceſfary 
to Infants, than the eating of his Fleſh; which-is a manifeſf 
proof, that in his days, the Cup was thought neceſſary fof the 
Laity. | | | 

'fis true, that Aquinas in the place quoted by Herry, aſſerts 
the contrary Dottrine out of S. A«ſtiz : But nothing can be truer, 
than that Aquinas either ignoranatly or wiltully abuſes the Fa- 
ther, by perverting firſt his words in changing cogitares 
into cog#terss, ( for io it is in Aquinas, ) and then wrelſting 
them to a ſenſe directly contrary to S. Auſtin's meaning ; 
for thoſe very words are uſed by him, to prove that little 
Children cannot be fſav'd, without recetving the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, as will be evident to any Man, who will 
be at the pains to 'conſult the context, What he-lays, S. Tho- 
2145 quotes out of S. Auſtin to the ſame purpoſe, qu. 50. Art. 7. 
- certainly falſe, becauſe there is no 7th. Art. under that Que- 

10. LF 

And as manifeſt it is, That S. Auſtin alledges Pope Innocent 
for this Doftrine, (which is the other thing Father Paul ſays 
of him ) For behuld (faith he ) Pope Innocent of Bleſſed Memo- 
ry, ſays, That little Children have not Life, without the Bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt, and without partaking of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt (x). And ſee (fays he) to Juhan, what thou canſft an- 
[wer to S. Innocent, who hath determin'd, that little Children 


(w) Epiſt. 106, Epiſt. 107. De Peccator. Merit. & Remiſl. L. r. c. 20.8 cap, 24. Contra 
duas Epiſt. Pelag. /.1, c, 22. 1.-2.C. 4. l. 4+ C. 4+ Contra Julian. {.-1. Col. 943. & Col. 949. 
& 1. 3.C. 1. Col ggx. Contra Pelag, Hypognoft. /. 5. (x) Ecce beatz memoriz Inno- 
centius Papa, ſine Bapriſmo Chriſti, & ſine participarione . corporis & ſanguinis 
Chriſti, vitam non habere parvulos, dicic. Contr. duas Epiſt Pelag, 1. 2. C. 4. 
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' can no: way have life, unleſs they eat the Fleſh of the Son ( y). 

T think by this time, what the Jeſuit calls a manifef Lye, doth 
appear to be a Truth, as manifeſt as Day. EY 

- But *tis certain, ſays he, that he belyes Pope: Tanocent. All 
that he ſays concerning Innocent 1s, That his Epiſtle yet remains, 
in which he plainly ſays this. If then it be certain, that Father 
Paubbelyes him, it muſt alſo be certain, That when he wrote 
this, there was no ſuch Epiſtle of Pope Innocent's in being. 
And yet it is certain, that this Epiſtle remains ſtill, and any 
one that liſts may ſee it among S. Auſtin's Epiſtles ( viz. E- 
piſt. 93.) and in Biziss (z). His words are theſe; That 
which your Brotherhood aſſerts they Preach ( viz. the Pelagians ) 
that little Children may attain the Rewards of Eternal Life, with- 
out the Grace of Baptiſm, is very abſurd: for unleſs they eat 
the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, they ſhall 
not have Life (a). Binius upon theſe words, Niſt manducave- 
rint, &c. ſays, That ſome Mex of good Learning have thought, .. 
that Tnnocent underſtood this place of S. John, not of the Encha- - 
rift, but of Baptiſm : But they were deceived, (lays he') in that 
they did not apprehend the force of the Argument. which the Pope 
uſes. For he proves the neceſſity: of Baptiſm for Chilares, _ 
cauſe the Euchariſt is neceſſary, of which they: are+ not capable 
with'ut Baptiſm. And upon thele words, Itlad vers; &c. his 
Note is ; Hence it is. mavifeſt that in the.judement of : Innocent T; 
the Euchariſt is neceſſary even for* Infants (.bJ:.'\\In- ſhore, what 
the Hiſtorian here affirms, 1s. ſo: far-from a certain. and mani- 
feſt Lye, . That. Binins and Maldonate:expreſly affirm the ſame, 


oo ———_ 


_—__—— 


()) Sano. Innocentio vide quid reſpondeas, qui nihil aliud de hac re fſapit, ec. 
Qui denique paryulos definivir, nif1 manducaverint carnem filii; viram prorſus habere non 
poſſe. Contra Julian. Pelag. 1. 1. col. 943. to 7. Edit. Baf.. ( 7) Concil. Tom. 1. p..768, 
369. ( a ) Hind vero quod eos veſtza- fraterniras -afferit przxdicare, parvulos zternz vi- 
rz pramis ettam ſine Baptiſmatis gratia poſſe- donari, perfatuum- eſt: Nifi enim man- 
dncaverint carnems filii -hominis &:biberint ſanguinem cjus, non habebunt vitamin ſemet- 
ipſts. (b )' Hinc-conffat InnocentiyI. ſententia ( quz ſexcentos circiter annos yiguit in 
Eccleſia, quamque S. Auguſtinus ſegarus eſt ) Euchariſtiam ctiam Infantibus necefſariam 
che... Carell, Tom, 1; p. 769, | 
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Flſtory of the Council of TRENT. 57 
bork of :Tynocent and S. Auſtin: And not only ſo, but that this 
Opinion prevailed inthe Church, for about 600 Years ('c). 
'The manifeſt —_ of which is ; That ſince the -Coun- 
cil of Trent hath denounced an Anathema, againft all thoſe 
who fay the Communion of the Euchariſt 1s necefſary for 
Children(d)-. It 15 certatz,. That either Pope Innocent I; S. Au- 
ſtin, and other the moſt eminent Fathers tor 600 Years were 
Hereticks, or Pope Pi IV. and the Council of Trext have 
erred. If any Perſon deſires more Inſtances of this nature, 
they ſhall ſoon be produc'd, | 

2. Nor is Father Paul.leſs beholden to Pa{avicino; for the con: 
futationof- his Hiſtory of the Council ; and that upon many ac- 
counts, a few.of. which it may ſuffice briefly to mention. 

r.. He refutes it. by ſuch: Arguments, as are apparently vain 
and unconcluding :. viz. Thata'thing, is falſe, that is not to be 
found: in thoſe Letters, Memorials-or- As, which he had con- 
ſulted::The.Divines of Lovain (faith Pallavicino) did not oppoſe 
the Refer vation of Caſes ts a Superior Tribunal; Why ? Becauſe 
he found not in the Afts of the Council, that they did (e). "Tis falſe, 
'That. any of the Spanith; Prelates did make inſtance to the Legats, 
thathe Imperialiſts. might not be preſent at the Conſultation about 
the Chalice;. Why? becauſe no mention is made -of this in the Atts, . 
inthe Letters of the Legats, or of the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, toCar- 
dinat Borromeo (f): -*Tis-not to be imagined, "Phat the  Empe- 
roup wrote to Cardinal Morone, That all former evils did ariſe from 
the oppreſſions attempted by - the Etcleſuaſticks againſt} People and 
Princes; becauſe he found noſuch matter-in thepublick Regiſters(g). 
As if thoſe Records which:he had ſeen, muſt of neceſſity contain 
whatſoever was done or4{poken in, or concerning the-Council ; As 
if Soave might not. know. many things concerning the Council, 


| — PII INTER R—_— = 
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 (f)\ Wiffani facio” Auguſtini & Tnnocentii T, fententiam quz ſexcenros..circicer armmos 
apts Eccleſia )-Euchariftiam ettam Infanribus” nece{lariam efſe. Maldonat. 6..cap. 
mY $J3s - (4 ) Scfl, 21, Can, 4+ : (te) £12. Go» Ihe (f) £. 18;. C. $e-lts 4+ 
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which he could not. be inform'd of, who was fifry Years more 
diſtant; As if he could not have thoſe: informations from! Men 
who were Eye and Ear-witnefles of all that paſſed, which Palla- 
wvicino could by no means attain to, after thoſe Perſons were gore 
into the other World. | 

When two Perſons write of the ſame ſubjeR, is.it a good Ar- 
gument, that whatſoever 1s ſaid by one of them is falſe, if it be 
not alſo reported by the other ? S, Matthew and S. Mark have both 
written the Life of our Bleſſed Saviour, may we not as reaſonably 
conclude, that many things delivered by S. Matthew are falſe, be- 
caule they are nor to be met with inS, Mark ? 

2. He miſreports many things delivered by Soxve, and then 
crics a Lye, when he himſelf hath madeit. He tells us Soave ſays, 
'That the words of the Pope's Bull for recalling the Council to 
Trent, were ſuch which plainly expreſſed the continuation of the 
Trent-Couxcil (þ). But this is plainly to belye Soave, for he hath | 
no ſuch word as coxtixuingy but his words alſo are to ons and J 
proſecare it (5). In the next Paragraph, ſpeaking of a Decree A 
made in the Diet, he leaves'out the moſt material paſſages, and ir 
thoſe which alone were pertinent tothe matter in hand, and then 
repreſents Soave as contraditting himſelf. - If rhe Reader pleaſe 
to conſult the place, and compare it with Soave, he wilt no doubt 
be {urpriz'd, it the commonneſs of Miſrepreſentations, from the 
Men of his Society, do not make the wonder ceaſe. 

3. The Errors he charges Soave with, are for the-greater part 
10 matters of n0.moment. - Of that pompous Catalogue of 360, 
more than 200, lays. 4melot, are lo flight, that they are not worth , 
the labour of mentioning (4), What matters it, whether a Con- f 
gregation was held'the-next day after the Seſſion, or the next but \ 
one ? Whether a Seſſion was appointed on the-gth of Oobey, or 
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Cb ) — Che apertamente eſprimevano-di continuare 11 Coneilio in Trento. 1. 11; c. 
AED Oltra che il Cire di riafſumerlo-& proſeguirlo. (4 )' Quantawx 
"361. fautes, ou fauſſeres, que le Cardinal refute, 11 y en a plus de 200 qui font {1 legeres, 
qu'elles ne valoiens pas la peine d'en parler, 
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on the.11th? Whether the King of Fraxce died the 21ft or the 
31ſt of March? Whether ſuch a-Man came to Trext the 14th, or 
the 24thof Auguſt? Whether Mertinuccio were a Monk of the 
Order of S. Baſil, or of S. Pax the Hermite ? Are theſe things, 
whether fo or {o, any thing to the main buſineſs? What Hiſtories 
can be juſtified, if a miſtake in things of this nature is ſufficient 
to condemn them ? Since none can be found, which do: not as 
much differ one from another in ſuch Circumſtantials, as Father 
Paul's does from the Vaticax Records. Yea may not the Cardinal 
by the ſame way of reaſoning conclude, that no Credit is to be 
given to S. Luke's Hiſtory of the firſt Council at Feruſalem, ſince 
Perſons that have written abour-it, contradict.one another un mat- 
ters as conſiderable, as thoſe before-mentioned ? 

4. His own Errors are as numerous, as thoſe he pretends in 
Soave. I could, ſays Amelot, eaſily find as great a number of faults in 
his Fbftrry, as that is either of real or pretended Faults, which he 
hath reckan'd in Frier Pauls *. Nor are his Errors only as nu- 
merous, but many of them ſuch,which it. can hardly be ſuppoſed, 
but he himſelf muſt know to. be Errors. Hetells us, Thar Luther 
and Sleidan convince Soave of a Lye, in aſcribing the riſe of Hereſie 
( ſo he calls Luther's DoQrine ) tothe abuſes in ſelling Indulgences t. 
What Luther ſays of this matter, I know not; but whoſoever 
will beat the pains to read the:firftand ſecond Pages inchis Com- 
mentaries, he will plainly ſee, that Slzidan ſays the very ſame 
things concerning it that Soave does. x 

5. Were Soave's Hiſtory entirely, in every tittle, true, it would 
nevertheleſs have appeared falſe to Pallavicino, whole ſight was ſo 
enormouſly vitated, by the overflowings of his.Gall. Men uſual- 
ly ſee things, not as they are in themſelves, but as they are dif 
colour'd by their own Paſſions and Appetites ; the - brighteſt 
Truth will appear a Lye, to him who is reſolv'd to have it ſo; 
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* Car je pourois bien en trouver un auſſi. grand nombre que celyi .des faurgs, vraies.ou 
pretendiies, qu*t} compre dans I'Hiſtoire de Fra Paglo, Þ L, 1.6. 34% 5s 
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and fo 1s that Man, who is reſoly'd tocontradi& ;* who: needs ng 
more'to make: him ſpeak ill of a Man (as a Romaniſt obſerves of Pal- 
lavicino ) than that Father Paul ſpeak well of him, as if he thought 
it better to renounce common ſenſe, than not to-oppoſe his Adver- 
ſary : who as if he had loft his diſcerning faculty, falls foul up- 
on all he meets with, right or wrong ; and rails at as triumphant 
2 rate; againſt: thoſe Errors, which if ſuch, are very harmleſs 
ones, as againſt thoſe that are moſt pernicious ( / ). 
6. Such are Pallavicino's Proofs as render his whole work 
ſuſpeted. For from whence are they taken? from Memorials 
and Regiſters locked up in-the Vatican Library. That they are ſo 
indeed, he expcAas we ſhould believe upon his bare word, which 
| yet will not paſs for much, among many Men of his own Church.” 
But ſuppoſe they are, 1s it a thing granted, that all .is true, that 
i in theYVaticax Manuſcripts? | 
He frequently quotes the AQts of the Council; the Yaticay, it ; 
ſeems, is furniſhed with plenty of them ; the Atts of Paleottms, of J 
Menſottus, of the: Bithop of Salamanca, &c, O how thankful 4 
would many Men be to his Holineſs, would he bleſs the World 
with the ſight of theſe! Yea, what would they not willingly 
give to purchaſe them ? If then they are ſuch as will abide the 
Teſt, why are they {till kept under Lock and Key ? Is it not to 
be ſuſpeCted, that the Wares are adulterate, when the Merchanr 
li will nat be perſuaded to bring them into the Light ? Ts the Court 
of Rome ſo ſelf-denying,as not.to publiſh thoſe things, which make. 
- for their advantage? May we not then conclude, That either they 
are ſuch as will not endure the Trial ; or in caſe they will, that ; 
beſides what makes for them, they contain thoſe matters alſo, ? 
which make more againſt them ? ; 
- Beſides, -It is a thing known to the World, that the Legats in 
the Council, had two ſorts of Initruttions : one Letter was to be 
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(1) Ie vero ſurnmo livore imbutus, omnia' ut peſſima reprehendit ac promiſcue five 
Loa tive mala verdorum 'protluv:o involvit,-arque ut falia faadere nititur, Aqui. p. 8. 
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ſhew'd to give ſatisfation to the Biſhops and Ambaſſadors; ano- 
ther ran counter to it, and was to be concealed : And may we 
aot ſuppoſe, that thoſe Letters which the Cardinal fo frequently 
Cites, were of that fort only which were to be communicated, 
which were direCt contrary to thoſe that were concealed ? What 
credit then is to be given to his Proofs ? 

For theſe, and many other Reaſons ( which to avoid tediouſ- 
neſs I omit ) the Cardinals Coyater-Hiftory, hath not met with 
that eſteem among learned Men of the Church of Roe, as 
was expeCted; and inſtead of blaſting the Reputation of Fa- 
ther Pa!'s Hiſtory, hath made it to be more highly valu'd by 
many Men, than it was before. 


CHAP. IIL 


The Vanity of the pretended Reformation of the Council of 
TRENT. 


Aviog given Father Paul his due, I ſhall now proceed to 
treat of the Reformation made by the Council. 

I might premiſe ſeveral general Conſiderations, by which 
all impartial Perſons will be abundantly fatisfied, that no Re- 
ww wg to purpoſe could be made by it: - viz. fuch as 
theſe : | 

1. The Popz and his Court, were very averſe from , ſucl 
a Reformation. 

2, The Pope by his Legats, preſided in the Council, 

3. The propoſal of all matters to be treated of, was reſerved 
to the Lecats. | 
4. The Legats in doubtful matters confulted the Pope, be- 

fore they propoſed them to be diſculs'd. | 

5- Aicer matters had been diſcuſs'd in the Congrapnen 
btore 
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before they were propoſed in the Seſſion, the Legats ſent to 
Rome to know the Pope's Pleaſure. | 
| 6. The Biſhops of the Council, were generally ſuch as were 
| addicted to the Pope; either as they were Tralians, or as they « 
were his Penſioners, or both : And: therefore ſuch as would _ : 
not contradict him, except in ſuch rare Caſes, in which the 
Pope's Interelt, and their own could not be reconciled ; ſuch 
as the Exemption of Regulars, and the Divine Right of Epiſ- 
COPACY. | 
7. When any conſiderable oppoſition was like to be made, 
al Arts were uſed, the moſt dilingenuous not excepted, to bring 
over the Diſſenters to the Pope's Party. | 
8. Nothing was propoſed in the later Seſſions to be defined, 
till they were before ſecure of a Party, to carry it that way F, 
which the Pope. defired. He thar conſiders. thele things, can- Z 
"not expect any good from this Council, _ £ 
But paſſing over all theſe, I ſhall at preſent conſider matter k 
of Fact only, what was done, and what was not; done, by the F 
Council, which ſhall be reduc'd to theſe three general Heads : ; 
I. That in thoſe matters. in which a Reformation was moſt 
neceſſary, not the leaſt Reformation was made, or ſo much as 
pretended. | 
2. That in thoſe matters, in which a mighty Refermation 
was. pretended, little or rather none was really made. E- 
3. That inſtead of Reformation, the Council produc'd apreater F 
Deformation ; what it found bad, it left in.many reſpects worſe. =. 


SECTH Ek 


In thoſe matters in which a Reformation was moſt neceſſary, nst £ 
the leaſt Reformation was made, or ſo much as pretended. 


Firſt; That in thoſe matters in which Reformation was moſt 
neceſſary, not the leaſt Reſormation- was-made, or ſo much as pre- 
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zended. And theſe things were of two ſorts; matters of Do- 
ftrine, and matters of Worſhip. In which, I ſay, Reformation 
was moſt neceſſary, becauſe Errors in theſe, are of the moſt dan- 
gerous conſequence. : | 

Firſt, That the Romiſh Errors in DoQtrine were numerous, 
and many of them in points of the higheſt moment, I have 
already ſhew'd ( 4), and therefore ſhall ſpare the labour of men- 
tioning them here. 'That the Proteſtants with one Mind and 
one Mouth demanded a Reformation of theſe eſpecially, as 
abſolutely neceſſary, I need not prove, it being a thing noto- 


_ rious to all Men, who have read but ſo much as the Anusburg 


Confeſſion. Yea, That many Errors in Dottrine were ſo grols, 
that thoſe very Romaniſts, who ( in compliance with their 
worldly Intereſt ) reſolv'd not to reform them, were not able 
to ſhut their Eyes ſo cloſe, as not to diſcera them, we may 
conclude, from that Counſel which the Biſhops aflembled art . 
Bononia, gave to Pope Julius ITT. for the eſtabliſhment of the 
Roman Church, viz. The Lutherans receive and confeſs all the 
Articles of the Athanaſian, Nicene, aud Apoſtles Creed. The 
ſame Lutherans refuſe to admit any Doftrine, exrept that only 
which hath the Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles for its Authors, 
and wiſh that we would imitate the ancient Churches, and not think 
of recetving.any Traditions, which it is not more manifeſt than the 
Noon-day light, were dittated and inſtitated by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Apoſt/®s. But we, on the contrary, following the 
—_ of your Holineſs, will have all Traditions, Conſtitutions, 
ules,and Ceremonies which have heretofore, either by the Fathers,cr 
Councils, or even by any private Man ( with a good Zgal ) been intrc- 
auc'd into the Church, to bebelieu'd, and accounted neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. And particularly, as to Tradition, we intirely believe and 
confeſs, as a true Article of Faith, That which the Council of 
Trent hath determin'd in the Decree of the third Seſſion. And 
although we cannot prove this ( for we plainly confeſs between our 
ſelves, that we cannot prove, that which we hold and teath con- 
hs 


(4) Part. I. 
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cerning Tradition ) yet we confeſs it to be true, hecaufe the Roman 
Church holds it. ---- But that we may confeſs the Truth (which muſt 
be kegt as a ſecret ) in the time of the Apoſtles, and for ſome Tears 
after the Apoſtles, there was no mention of the Papacy, or the Car- 
dinalſhip ; much leſs were there theſe Dottrines, theſs Laws, theſe 
Cuſtoms, no, nor the Empire over the Nations, that we now obtain : 
But all Miniſters of all Churcies ( of the Roman »o leſs than of 
others) did voluntarily obey Kjngs, and Princes, and Magiſtrates (b). 
And a little after, he proceeds thus : Certainly we ſcarce retain in 
our Churches,fo much as a ſhadow of the Dotrine and Diſcipline,which 
flouriſh'd in the times of the Apoſtles, but have brought in another 
quite different from it (6 ). And in the concluſion, they give the 
Pope this Counſel, as the moſt weighty of all. That he labour 
with all his might, that as little as poſſible of the Goſpel ( eſpeci- 
ally ia the vulgar Tongue ) may be read in the Cities, that are 
under his Dominion, that that wery little, which is woat to be read 
in the Maſs, may be ſufficient, and that no mortal Man may be per- 
mitted to read more of it. For as long, ſay they, as Mey were 
contented with that little, your affairs ſucceeded according to your 
wiſh, which began to aecline to the contrary, as ſoon as Men took 
upon them to read more. In brief this is the Book, which hath 
xaiſed the Tempeſis and Storms with hich we are tofs'd. And the 
truth is, if any Man ſhall diligently. confider that Book, and ſhall 
take a view of thoſe things which are done in our Churches ; he will 
ſee, that there zs a vaſt diſagreement betifeen them; and that onr 
| Dottrine, is not only ——_ different from that, but which &: 
more, is often contrary to it (d). | | An 


I 
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( 5 ) Lutherani Symboli Apoſtolorum, Niczni & Athanafii Articulos emnes recipiunt, 
&c. Confhil. de ſtabiliend. Rom, Eccleſ. Vergerii Tom. 1. p. 95, $6. (c) Certe vix uwmn- 
bram quandam retinemus 1n noſtris Ecclefiis ejus dorinx & diſciplinz quz Apoſtolorum 
remporibus floruerunt, 8& prorfus aliam accerfivimus. p. 99. ( 4) Denique-( quod im- 
xr omnia conftlia, quz nos dare hoc rempo:e Beatitudini tux poſſumus, omnium graviſhs 
mum ad cxtremum reſeryavimus ) oculi hic aperiendi ſunt; omnibus nervis adnitendum 
eric, ut quam mymmum Eyvangelit poterit, ( prefertim lingua vulgart ) in iis lepatur ci- 
viearibus, que ſub tua dirione ac. poreſtate. ſunt 3. ſufficiatque ramillum iYud, quod in Mifft 
legi folef, &c. p. 102, bs 

This 


& 


3 SLIP". rye. Lon! x.” 
OR Pan bot $:n 
SO es 


Js 
ati 7 i, 


III eo TS 


_ ARS. a [ 
ors IE. 08 SR 


"ORIENT; 
hs 7 pres 3-7” 


XUI 


t 
i 
þ 


the T RE N T-Reformation, 65 


This was the Confeflion of Popiſhs Biſhops, but made in 
the Pope's Ear, and afterward divulged to the World, by a great 
Biſhop of thac Church, who a little before was {d zealous an 
Advocate for the Romiſh Faith, and {o much the Popes Fa- 
vorite, that he made choice of him before all 'others, for his. 
Legate, to reduce the Hereticks in Germany. |; 

Forty years before thus, the Cardinals and Biſhops in: the. 
Council of Piſa, not only confeſsd their Errors in Do&trine; 
but decreed a Reformation 1n Faith, as well as in Manners (e).. 
For though. ( as I {aid before) that Decree was made by them 
to ſerve a Delign ; yet the ſerving of that Deſign, wasa plain: 
Demonſtration. that ſuch a Reformation was judged needful 
by many of the Roman Church. Add to-theſe the Emperor,. 
the King of Fraxce and the Duke of Bawayia, whodemand- 
ed ſuch a Reformation from the Trexz-Council, as was in ma-- 
ny points plainly repugnant. to the received Dofrines of the Ro-- 
man Church (f). | | 
_ And was. any thing. daneby the: Council in compliance. with 
theſe Confeſſions and Demands? No, 'not one of their Do- 
Qrrines, was ſo much as reflected upon,. much leſs condemin'd:. 
Yea, fo far was the Council from making any alteration in: 


' Doftrine, that the Emperour with all his Authority ,. conld: 


not. obtain leave for the: Proteftants., fo mucty as to- propoſe 

And to make all ſure,. againſt any ſach- kind' of Reforma- 
won ; the Pope provided,. that his-moſt. learned Prelats - might 
got come acquainted with . any other | Doctrine , than: what 
their Mother (the Church') .had caught' them = For he pro-- 
bibited not- only the Bifhops,” but. the Cardinals-too; © to look 
unto the Books of. the. Lutherans: (4).-+ And. were not they, 
think you, likely to be equal: Judges,” who were ro con- 


— —————— 
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(e). Sell. 3. Bieher, Hiſt, Coneil, ggnersl. 1. 4 prrte 1. p; 430; (f) Natalis Comes 
14. Hiſt, ſui remp. Soave. 1, 6. Þ. 5$13.f. $27.1. 7.652 (2) Seave l. 4. f. 359. 350. Ver- 
gerii Secret. Ponuif, Aftio x, (bh) Verger, ſecret, Pontif, AR. 3.p. 77, 78, 82,83» 
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demn thoſs DoCtrines, which they were not permitted to 
examine ? | 

But 'tis needleſs to ſhew that no Reformation was made in 
Doctrine, ſince R. H. confeſſes, That the Tridentive Fathers 
were unanmous in condemning the Proteſtant Tenets {7 ). 
And that the Pope had no need of the TIraliax Biſhops to 
that purpoſe ', becauſe the whole Council did concurr in 
condemning them (4). Nor did the Fathers ſo much as pre- 
tend to any ſuch Reformation, the very notion of Reforma- 
tion being by them limited to ſo narrow a compaſs, as not to 
reach it : Nor could they extend it further, without quitting 
their claim to lnfallibility. | 

Secondly, Nor was any the leaſt Reformation made in matters 
of Divine Worſhip ; No,not ſo much as in the Language in which 
it was celebrated, though earneſtly deſired by the Emperor, the 
King of Fraxce, the King of Pclard, the Duke of Bavaria, 
&c. But notwithſtanding the importunity of theſe great Ca- 
tholick Princes, back'd with the moſt perſuaſive Arguments , 
in plain contradiftion to Scripture , and to the Practice of 
the ancient Church ; in defiance to Reaſon and the common 
{znſe of Mankind, the Church-ſervice was ſtill continued in 


a Language not underſtood by thoſe that heard it; No, - nor 


many times, by. thoſe: that read it; and an Anathema de- 
nounc'd againſt thoſe who ſhall dare to ſay, that Maſs ought 
fo be celebrated in the vulgar Tongue (1). And could it be 
expected, that they ſhould reform any Abuſe in the Object 
or matter of thew Worſhip, who would not remove that , 
which defeats its very end, 'and makes it inſtead of a reafox- 
ble, a brutiſh Service ? eſpecially conſidering, that it might (as 
one would think ) have. been done, 'without the leaſt detri- 
ment to any of their worldly Intereſts. 


Dn —_— 


(5) Conſiderat. oz the Count. of Trent. ſ. 150. (+) S. 167. (1) Concil. Tridem. 
Sefl, 22, Can. 5g. 
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. reQtifie it, and therefore (it ſeems) judged nothing amis in it ; 
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T know that R. H. in his Catalogue "of thoſe Grievances , 
which, he fays, the Council took into conſideration, and retifr- 
ed what they judg'd amiſs, fo far as that iron Age would. 
permit (»), mentions the withholding ofthe Cup, asit this had 
been one of the Grievances rectified. That the Council took 
this into Conſideration is granted, but 'tis certain they did not 


for had they done ſo, the obftinacy of the Age , could not 
have hindred them from reQifying it : for that Iro» Age, how » 
{tubborn ſoever in other matters ; as to this piece of Reformati- 
on was ſo flexible, that ( excepting the Spanzards ) it generally 
inclined to it. ©. And yet afterall the con{1deration the -Council 
had about it, they at length determined, *not to determine it, 
but to refer it intirely to the Popes Judgment (z). | 

Thus we have ſeen, that no Reformation at all-was made ,z 
in thoſe matters, in. which a Reformation was moſt neceſſary, 
and which in compariſon were the only things the Proteſtants: 
demanded a Reformation of. For though indeed they made. 
great complaints,. of Corruptions in Manners and Diſcipline, 
yet they withal profeſs'd ,, that they did not look upon. theſe ,. 
as ſufficient ground,. to break with the Church of Rowe. Bur 
that their Errors in Faith ; their Sacriledge,- Superſtition and- 
Idolatry 1n Worſhip, were the only Grieyances that were in- 
tolerable ; without the redreſs of which, there was no remedy, 
but they muſt forſake her Communion. . | 


— 
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(m) Confiderat, on the Counc. of Trert, c. 12.ſ. 209. (n) Hoc decreto Santa Sy- 


Articutoram, quos antea propotiros roadum diſcufſcrat : nimirum , an Contuetudo” 
Catholic Ecclefiz communicandi Laicos, & non cenficientes Sacerdotes , {ub una tan» 
tum ſpecie panis, fra fit retinenda, ut nulla ratione Calicis uſus, cuiquam fit permitten- - 
Gas, &c, Deeret, ſuper Petit, Conccl, Calicis Sell, 22... | 
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In thoſe matters in which a mighty Reformation was pretended , 
little or rather none was really made. 


2dly, It remains then, That if any Reformation was made,it was + 


ouly in matters of 0 Diſciplixe ;, and ſo much of Manners 


& follow'd thereupon. I'hisis indeedall, that the zealous Patrons 


of the Council afſert ; Yea all, that the Council ir ſelf pretend- 
ed to. And in theſe matters (if we wall believe ſome Romanilſts) 
great things were done. But if we conſider the things them- 
telves, we ſhall tind them {o little, or rather nothing, that they 
deſerve not the name of Reformation. This will, I think, be 
evident, by conſidering theſe five things. | 

I. The Perſons who were exempted from the Reformation. 


2. The Corruptions and Diſorders, which the Council paſsd” 


aver, without takins notice of thens. | 

3. That thoſe Avufes the Conncil took notice of ; for ſome of them 
it wade no Decrees of Reformation ; for others, the Decrees con- 
cerning them, weve many of thens meer Shams and Illuſions. But 

4. Suppoſing the Conncil had extexded their Decrees to all Perſons 
and to all things, that flood in need of being reform'd; That they 
had fo fram'd thenr,as to render them moſt effetual for obtaining their 
exd; yet they in effet# revoked them all again. And | 

5. That thefe things are ſo notorious, that they are confeſs , 
avid complain'd of by the Romaniſts themſelves. 

I, The Perſons who were exempted. To talk of reforming, and 
not to corre him, or them in whom the Deformity has its 
riſe, and from whom it deſcends to others, is as abſurd , as 
to talk of curing a Diſeaſe, without removing its prime cauſe 
which no Phyſician will pretend to, who is not either a Knave 
or a Fool. And yet ſuch unskilful or unfaithful Phyſicians, were 


the Fathers of the Trext Council, as will appear, if we confider- 


theſe two things. 
x2. That the evils complain*d of, did chiefly, it not wholly 
proceed from the Popes themſelves. 
2. That the Council made no proviſion for reforming of _ 
&. The 


| 
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1. That the Popes themſelves were the Fountain from which 
the evils chiefly flow'd. For the proof of :this (paſſingover many ' 
others as needleſs) I ſhall content.my ſelf to '/produce "two wit- 
neſſes, whoſe Authority is beyond Exception. © The-firſt is the- 
Select Council of Cardinals and other Prelates, Deputed by Paal 
HI. to acquaint him with the abuſes, and what were the'beſt 
expedicnts by which they might be. reform'd ; who: preſented ro 
him upon Oath; That the Original of 'the evils the Church groan'd 
under was, -that ſome Popes _ Predeceſſors ) having itching ears, 
had heapt up to themſelves Teachers. after their own tuſts ; not ſuch 
from whom they might learn what they ought to do, but ſuch by 
whoſe art and cunning, they might find out a way to make what the 
liſted, Lawful ; ſo that the will of the Pope, (whatſoever if was) 
might be the rule by which his actions were to be diretted.-' From 
this Fountain, ſay they, as from the Trojan Horſe, ſo many abuſes, 
and ſo grievous. Diſeaſes have broken into the Church of God, 6 
which it is brought almaſt to a deſperate condition (r).'This was the 
Voice, not-of one ſingle Cardinal, but of many United; and of 
thoſe among them, who were thought the m2/# Eminent, + * 

But if that Authority which is next to Infallible,' be thought 
too little, let us hear what was the Judgment of” one of the 
better fort of Popes in this matter ; I mean Adrian VI. who 
confeſsd in the Diet at Nuremberg, That many things tobe abi- 
minated, bad been for ſome years paft, in the holy Seegabiuſes-in ſpi- 
ritual matters, exceſſes in Commauds, and that all things were out of 
order; that the Diſeaſe had deſcended from the Head tothe mem- 
bers, from the Pope to the other Prelats. As for what concerns 


{7 ) Er quoniam Sanctiras rua ſpiritu Dei erudira (qui ut inquit Auguſtinus, Toqui- 
turin cordibus nullo, verborum, Strepitu), probe noverat principium horammalarum 
inde friſle, quod nonnulli Pontifices tui Predecefſores prurientis auribuz—— Ira quod 
VoluntasPontificis qualifcunqe ea fuerir, fir regula qua ejus operationes, & ationes 
dirigantur ; ex quo proculdubio effici, iit quicquid libear, id etiam liceat. . Ex hoc 
fonte, ſancte Parer, ranquam ex &quo Trojario,. irrupere in Ecclefiam Dei tor abuſus & 
cam graviſſimi morbi, quibus | nunc. conſpicimus eam ad deſperationeni fere ſalutis 


laboralle £&5c.' Richer 1; 4; par.-2.p. 137, $leidan Commient, 1 12.Thuani 1.35 
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us, ſays he to his Legat, Thou ſhalt promiſe that we will uſe our ut- 
oſt endegvour, that this Court from whence peradventure all this 
evil did proceed, may: be firft reform'd ; that as the corruption hath 
flow'd from thence ta all Inferiours, fo the Health and Reformation 
of all, may proceed from the ſame too ( ſ). This doubtlefs, is 4 
Teſtimony, that no Papalin can refuſe. I ſhall therefore con- 
clude with it, leſt by adding more, I ſhould ſeem to derogate 
from: the Infafallible Oracle. | 

Thus we ſee, That the chjef cauſe of the Deformation of 
the Church, was the wound in the Head, as James of Paradiſe ex- 
preſſes it ( # ). Which every man will eaſily grant, who imparti- 
ally conſiders, That of thoſe five Popes who fate during the 
Council. ( « ), there was but one ( viz. Marcellus) who was 
not infamous for Vice; and his Reign was ſo ſhort ({ w), that 
it deſerves not to be mention'd. - 

2. Did the Council make proviſion for curing this Diſeaſe 
in the Head 2 No, The Pope was Lord Paramount to the Coun- 
cil, too high to be within the reach of its Power ; fo ſacred 
was his Perſon, as to give protection to his Vices, 

He is indeed in one Decree, taxed of ſome Miſdemeanors (x); 
But *tis done fo civilly, as if they intended to oblige, rather than 
provoke him ; for he is not plainly and dire&tly, but covertly 
only and by conſequence, accuſed, by reprehending ſome abuſes 
. in Government, which were practiced by other Bithops, as well 
as himſelf To.corre& which abuſes in part, he is in the ſame De- 
cree tied up in the creation of Cardinals, to perſons fo and fo 
qualified ; and in a few other matters mention'd by R. W. ( y ), 
his Power is a little contracted, and the Profits of his Court in 


D— 


——_ 


(/?) Scimns in hac Santa Sede aliquor jam annis, multa abominanda fuiſſe, Abuſus 
in ſpiritualibns &c. Odaric. Raynald. Tom.2o Thuan. 1. 35, (z) Er hanc profecto po- 
tiſſimam reor cauſam deformarionis Eccleſiz, quia cernitur in capite vulnus, quod ne- 
cefſe habeat ante curari. Jacob. de Paradif. ColleCt. de Auth. Ecclef. ( # ) Paul. 
Hi. Julius tits Marcellus ii. Paul iv. Pins iv. (w). He died the 20th day of his 
Popedom. Papir. Maſſon. in vita jus, ( x ) Sell. 24. cap. 1, {.) ) Confideras- 
on the Counc: of Trent, c 12, - 
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ſome things abridged : But that this was done for ſhew only , 
and not with an intention to bind him, nothing can be more mas 
nifeſt, becauſe they themſelves let him looſe again, and amply 
reſtore to him whatſoever they ſeem'd to have taken from him : 
So that ſuppoſe all the Reformation, which that Author menti- 
ons, and much more, had been really Decreed ; all thoſe Decrees 
would have been defeated, by that Decree which the Counci] 
concluded with, viz.. That in all the Decrees concerning Reformat#- 
en of Manners and Eccleftaſtical Diſcipline, with what' words or 
clauſes ſcever, made under Paul iii. Julius itt. Pjus iv. zt ſhall be 
underſtood, that the Authority of the Apoſtolick See is always excepr- 
ed and reſerved { xz ). Does not this undo all that was done bte- 
fore2 And would it not have done fo, had it been a thoufand 
times more than it is > For ſuch is the Plenitude of -rhe Popes 
Power, ( if either the Pope himſelf or his Creatures' may be 
credited) that it admits of no bounds, but what he himſelf ſhall 
pleaſe to giveit ( a). So that to fay, That in all their Decrees the 
Aatherity of the Apoftolick See is preſerved, is to ſay, (if the Pope 
be Judg, which the Fathers themfelves have made him) that 
none of their Decrees bind him. 

To conclude this firſt Conſideration. Was the Church likely 
to be reform'd, when no proviſion was made to reform thofe 
from whom the Deformity principally proceeded 2 The darkneſs 
cannot be taken ftom the Stars, except it be firſt removed from the 
Sun ; nor the ſick body be healed, as long as bad diſpofitions remain 
in the Head, which diſperſes them to all the members , as the 
Biſhop of Segnia ( + ) Unanſwerably _ in the Council, 
to the great diſpleature of the Papalins ('b ) | | 


( 7). Poſtremo ſancta $ynodus omnia & fingula ſub quibuſcunque clauſulis & verbis, 
quz de morum -Reformatione, at Ecclefiaftica diſciplina tam ſab Pel. rec. Paulo. iii. 
ac Julio iii. ram ſub Beatiflimo Pio iv. Pontificibus max. in hoc facto Concilio conſti- 
rura ſunt, declarat ita decrera fuiſſe, ut in his falva ſemper Auctoritas ſedis Apoſtoli® 
& fir, & efle intelligatur. Sefl. 25. c, 21, ( a ) Gerſon de Poteſt. Ecclefſ. Con- 
fiderat. 12, Dictar. Gregorjj. vii. c. ._ (+) Not Sidonia, as it 55 falſely Printed in 
the Hiſtory of the Council. ( 6) Soav. 1.6, p- $33. . © | | 
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2. Let us conſider the Abufes and Diforders which the Coun- 
 cil paſsd over, without taking any notice of them ; and that 

both as to their Number, and their Quality : They being many 
more, and many of ' them much more miſchievous than thoſe 
which the Council refleted upon. 

Firſt, As to their Number, they were many more. Becauſe it 
would be a tedious work to make a particular recital of all Abuſes 
complained of, I therefore refer the Rezder to thoſe Authors and 
Tracts quoted in the Margin (c), which if hewill have the 
Patience to-peruſe, and then read over the Decrees of the Coun- 
cil, and compare them together, he will be abundantly fatisfied 
concerning the truth of what I now aſlerrt. | 

2.. AS they were'many more, ſo many of them were in mat- 
ters of greater. moment , and much more Miſchieyous both to 
Church and State, than thoſe which the Council reflected upon. 
From the beginning to the' end of the Council, there were no 
more than twenty five Seſſions. Now after the 21. Seſſion, one 
of the moſt noted Biſhops in the Council affirm'd., That for Re- 
formation, nothing had been propoſed, but matters of no moment (4). 
After the 2.2. Seſlion, the Archbiſhop of Pragze told the Aſlembly 
of Ambaſſadors, That much time was conſum'd by the Council in 
doing nothing ; that the Legats had often promiſed to handle Refor- 
mation, _ yet they were entertained with Speculations , or with 
Proviſion azainſt ſmall Abuſes ; and that it was now time to make an 
effetual inſtance, that they would begin to handle important mat- 
ters (e). Aſter the Decrees of Retormation in the 24. Seſſion 
had paſſed, (which R. #7. takes to be the moſt conſiderable, 
and recommends to our peruſal above all the reſt); ( f ) Count 
Luna, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador complain'd , That the principal 


(c) Gerſon. Declarat. Defect. Viror. Ecclefiaſt. Per. de Alliaco de Reformand. Ec- 
cleſ. Onus Eccleſiz, Centurm Gravam. Nic. de Clemang. de corrupt. ftaru Ecclef. Mar- 
fil. Patav. Defenf. Pacif. Claud. Eſpenſ. Commenr. in 1 Cap. Epiſt. ad Tir. Conſulr. 
delect. Cardinal. & alior, Przlar. Appellar.Univerſiral.- Pariſ. adverſ, Concordar. Soave's 
Hiſt. of the Counc. Du Ranchin's Review , &c. (4) Soav. p. $70. (e) p. $43. 
(f) Conſiderat. on the Coune. of Tr, c. 12. /. 2c6, | 
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matters for which the Council was aſſembled were omitted (g); ſo 
that in the judgment of theſe great men, (who alſo made a great 
figure in the. Council ) the Decrees of Reformation, may not 
unfitly be compared to thoſe Night-birds (to which a Romi/h 
Writer compares Pallavicinis Hiſtory of it) which appear great, 
not becauſe they have much fleſh, but many feathers (_ h ci 

I grant, that ſome of thoſe things mention'd by R. FT. are 
matters of moment ( z ). But beſides, That all of them put ta- 
gether, are but few in compariſon of thoſe many, in which a 
Reformation- was needful ; ſo the weightieſt -of them are bur 
light, if compared with many of thoſe which the CounciF hath 
wholly omitted. | ; 

When that Gentleman undertook to acquamt us with the 
great Reformation the Council made concerning'the Pope, and 
Court of Rome, and the Clergy ; who would not have expected 
to have heard, that the.Council had effectually provided, That 
his Holineſs ſhould no more take upon him to diſpenſe with all 
the Ancient Canons, much leſs with the Divine Laws 2 That it 
ſhould .not be in his Power-to Excommunicate and Depoſe Kin 
and. Emperors, to abſolve -Subjects from their Oaths of Allegi- 
ance, to raiſe them in Rebellion againſt their Sovereigns, and 
to Uſurp and Tranſlate Kingdoms at his Pleaſure >» Who would 
not have thought, but that- his Spiritual Sword had been taken 
much ſhorter, and that he had been wholly deprived of the 
Temporal > (Saving only in thoſe narrow Territories in' which he 
is Prince, as well as Biſhop.) That the Weapons of his Warfare 
ſhould be no longer thoſe carnal ones , by which for many Ages 
he has been a Man of Blood and. Slaughter ; but that he ſhould 
be forc'd to live for the future a little more becoming the Vicar 
of the Prince of Peace 2 Who could have imagin'd, but that he 
had been forbidden, under forfeiture of his Tripple Crown, . to 
ſhare the Church Revenues between his Byblows and his Don- - 


et 


(z) Soav. 1.8.p. 802. (b) Caf Aqilin. de Trib, Hiſt. Concil, Trideat,. p. 49+. . 
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naes? Andto transfer the Government of the Univerſal Church 
from himſelf, to a young Gallant call'd Cardinal Padrove > And 
who would not have expected, That ſome care thould have been 
taken, to remove thofe groſs Superſtitions and Abuſes, which 
they themſelves acknowledged were too frequently practiced in 
the Worſhip of Images 2 And to prevent thoſe ſhameleſs Cheats 
that were put upon ſilly People by Counterfeit Reliques 2 And 
that (if not for Conſcience, yet for ſhame at leaſt) the Peni- 
tentiary Tax ſhould have been utterly aboliſhed, and the yearly 
Kine turn'd out of their fat Paſtures > That mercenary Whores 
might no longer brave it in Palaces, and mounted upon their 
Mules, te attended at Noon-day by Nobles and Clergymen 
thorow the Strects of Rome. ( An Abomination, for which the 
Sele&t Council of Paul HI. could find no parallel in any other 
City of the World) (&). 

Theſe things are no more than what every ſober Romaniſt 
would have expected ſhould have been done; and yet not on- 
1y theſe, but many more of great Importance, were not ſo much 
as touch'd. If then we ſuppoſe the beſt that can be, viz. That 
the Council. effectually provided for the Correction of thoſe 
Abuſes it thought good to Refle& upon; yet, ſince thoſe which 
were much more miſchetvous were wholly negle&ted, muſt it 
not needs be a goodly Reformation 2 That Phytitian is likely to 
make an excellent Cure, who in an He&ical Body, applies him- 
{elf only to the Killing of the Itch. Which was the Cenfure gene- 
rally paſs'd upon the great Reformation made in the 21. Seſſion 
(1). And yet, | 

3. If we conſider thoſe Corruptions and Abuſes the Council 
took notice of, it will appear they were not 4n good carneſt in 


(hk) In hac etiam urbe Meretrices ut Matronz incedunt, per Urbem, ſen Mula 
vehuntur ; quas afſectantur 4: media die nobiles Familiares Cardinalium Clericique, 
Nylla in Urbe Videmus hai: Corruptionem, prezterquam in hac omnium exemplari 
Habirant eriam infignes zxdes. Concil. delect. Card, & alior, Prezlat. de emendanda 
'Ecctef, An. 1538. ({) Soav. |. 6. p. 539. : 


that 
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_ that ſlight- Reformation they would ſeem to make; and that” 2 


1. Becauſe many of them, it paſsd 


no Decrees to reform them, but referr'd them to the Pope. 2. For 
others, concerning which it paſs'd Decrees of Reformation, ma- 
ny of the Decrees are meer Shams and Illuſions. 

Firſt, Several of thoſe Abules it took notice of, it referr'd the- 


Reformation of them to the Pope. 


We have before heard that - 


the Reformation of the Pope himſelf, was left to himſelf ; and- 
by conſequence, thoſe Abuſes which were the Source of all o- 
thers. We have likewiſe ſeen, that the withholding of the Cup, 


was remitted entirely to his Judgment. 
abuſes of Indulgences (which h 


To which I add the 
given infinite Scandal, and 


were a chief motive to the Reformation ) ; The Syzod deſiring, 
that theſe might be corrected, ordains in the general: That a 
wicked gains for the obtaining of them, be utterly abolifhd. But. 
for other Abuſes, which proceed from Superſtitton, Ignorance, Ir-- 
reverence, or other occaſions whatſoever, ſeeing by reaſon of the ma=' 
nifold Corruptions of Places and Provinces in which they are com-- 
mitted, they cannot be prohibited in particular, It commands all 
Biſhops, that every one of them diligently colle& the Abuſes of his 
own Church, and propoſe them in the firſt Provincial Synod ; to the 
end, that being known by the other Biſhops alſo, they may forthwith 
be preſented to the Pope, by whoſe Authority and Prudence, that 
may be determin'd which is expedient for the Univerſal Church 
(m2). What a heap of Abuſes is here at once remitted to his 


— 


( n. ) Abuſus vero qui in his irrepſerunt, & quorum occafione inſigne hoc Induly - 
gentiarum nomen ab Hzreticis blaſphematur, emendatos & correcos cupiens, pra= 
ſenti decreto generaliter ſtatuir, pravos quzſtus omnes pro his conſequendis , nnde plu- - 
rima in Chriftiano populo abuſuum cauſa fluxit, omnino abolendos effe Czteros vero, , 
quezx ſuperſtirione, ignorantia, irreverentia, aut aliunde quomodocunque provene= 


runt, cum ob mulriplices locorum, & provinciarum, apud 


hi commitruntur, cor- - 


ruptelas, commode nequeant ſpecialiter prohiberi , mandart omnibus Epiſcopis, utdilt” | 
Lenter quiſque hujuſmodi abuſus Ecclefiz ſuz colligar, eoſque in prima Synodo provin= - 


ciali referat ur ali 
Romanum Pontific 


cleliz expedir, 


ſtaruatur, 


orum quoque Epiſcoporum ſententia cogniti, ſtatim ad Summum-; 
em deferanrur ; cujus auRoritate & prudemia, quod univerſali Ec-. 


Holi-. . 
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Holineſs ; for indecd the whole matter of Indulgences, - as it 


1s -uſually taught and practiſed in the - Church of Rowe, is * 


nothing elſe but Abuſe. _—_ 

2. For other Abuſes, the Reformation of which, the Synod 
took to themſelves, many of. the Decrees by reaſon of ſome de- 
tect or exceſs; for want of ſomething that ſhould make them 
 effteQtual, or by the addition of thoſe Salvo's, Exceptions and 
Limitations which: defeat their force, are but meer Shams and [l- 
luſions. This 1s manifeſt in one Decree or other of almoſt every 


. Seſſion in which any thing is decreed concerning Reformation, 


But it may ſuffice togive a few inſtances, | 
Sefſ. 6.c, x. The Synod ordains, That if the Governor” of a 
Patriarchal, Metropolitic, or Cathedral Church, ſhall be abſent ſix 
months together from his Dicceſs, without a lawful impediment, and 
juſt and reaſcnable cauſes, he ſhall loſe the fourth part of the revenue 
of one. Tear ; and if he continue abſent fix months more, he ſhall Iſe 


another fourth part : and the Contumacy encreaſing, he ſhall ( if a 


Suffragan Biſhop, by his Metropolitan ; if a Metropolitan, by the Se- 
mor Suffragan \ within three months-be delated to the Pope, who 
by his ſupreme Authority may puniſh him, and provide the Church of 
a more . profitable Paſtor ( n ). Now who that hath but half an 
cye, doth not ſee, that this Decree 1s evacuated theſe three ways 2? 
Firſt, by the exception of juſt and reaſouable Caufes : For theſe 


will never be wanting when thoſe are Judges, whoſe -Intereſt 


it is not to. have Reſidence practiced ( 0). Unleſs the Coun- 
cil had determin'd in particular, what thoſe juſt and reaſonable 
cauſes were. 2. In that wirhout any cauſe, and without any 
forfeiture too, he may be abſent ſxx months together ſaving a few 
days ;' yea, eleven Months, if two or*three days-of Reſtdence be 


w—_ 


( n) Siquis a Patriarchali, Primatiali,Metropolitana, ſen Cathedrali Ecclefiafibi que. 


cung, titulo, cauſa, nomine ſeu jure commiſia, quacung; ille dignitate, gradu- & pr - 


. eminentia przfulgear, legirimo impedimento, ſeu juſtis & rationabilibus cauhis ceflanri- | 


: bus, ſex menſibus continuis extra ſuam Dioceſin morando abfuerit, £5c.(0)zSoav.-p. 259. 
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interpoſed in the right place. ( viz. about the middle of the ſixth 
Month )) for he loſes nothing, unleſs he be abſent ſix Months 70- 


gether. And, 3. In caſe he continue contumacious, what is to 


be done 2? Heis at laſt to be referrd to the Pope. And it might 
be preſumed, that his Holineſs would be ſo kind, as to grant a 
Diſpenfation upon reaſonable terms ; (for no Decree had yet paſs'd, 
for granting one gratis ). | 
It will perhaps be ſaid, That what was wanting in this Decree, 
was ſupply'd afterward, Sefl. 23. c. x. Where the Synod to pre- 
vent miſinterpretation ( as if by Virtue of this Decree, a Perſon 
might lawfully abſent himſelf Five Months together) Ordains ; 
That all that have Biſhopricks ( Cardinals not excepted ) are oblig'd 
to Perſonal Refidence ; nor may they be abſent from their Churches, 
except for cauſes there mention'd, which are to be approved by the 
Pope , or the Metropolitan. And what are thoſe Cauſes 2 Not 
only Chriſtian Charity, urgent neceſſity, and the evident profit of the 
Church or Commonwealth, but due Obedience alſo (q): So that when 
the Pope requires it, Biſhops not only may, but are bound to be 
abſent trom their Churches, by Virtue of that Obedience they 
owe to him. And this is no more than what the Pope often 
requires of bare Biſhops; but of Cardinals uſually, by Virtue of 
their Office, which is to be perſonally aſſiſtant to him. So that 
a Cardinal who holds Five or Six Biſhopricks, may by Virtue of 
= Decree be oblig'd never to ſee one of them as long as he 
Ives. | 
Sef. 7. c. 6. The Decree to prevent and annul abufive Unions 
of Benefices, is illuſory. For firſt it confirms all thoſe Unions 
right or wrong, that could plead Preſcription but of Forty years ; 
yea , butof Twenty eight : For as the Congregation of Cardi- 
nals interpret that Decree, the Forty years were to be reckon'd 


( 9 ) ——Nam cum Chriſtiana Caritas, urgens neceſfiras, debira obidentia,ac evidens 
Eccleſiz vel Reipublicz urilira $,aliquos nonnunquam abefle poſtulenr & exigant,decernir 
eadem facroſancta Synodus has legitime abſentiz cauſas, a beatifſimo Romano Ponti« 
fcz, aut a Metropolitano=— in Scriptis efle approbandas, © * | 
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from the confirmation of the Decrees of the Council (r )- which 
was not till ' Twelve years after that Decree was made. 2. As 
for other Unions which had been made within that time, , thoſe 
which were obtain'd by falſe Information ſhall be declared Void ; 
thoſe which have not taken effect, and which ſhall hereafter be 
made, if not made for reaſonable Cauſes, and with Citation of 
all that were intereſs'd before the Ordinary, they ſhall be pre- 
ſumed to be ſurreptitiouſly obtain'd, and therefore ſhall be of no 
force, unleſs it ſhall be otherwiſe declared by the _— See (Ss). 
So that all Unions which had not yet taken efte&t, and which 
ſhould afterward be made without reaſonable Cauſes, or without 
Citation of thoſe which were concern'd, ſhall be Valid, if it ſeem 
good to the Apoſtolick See to declare them fo. An excellent 
Piece of Reformation ! But to conceal the Knavery, R. 7. thought 
it adviſeable not to make mention of the latter Exception ( ). 

Sel. x4. The Decrees, Ch.1, 2, 3. are all ineffective for want 
of expreſs mentioning the Pope, by whom the Licenſes, Privi- 
ledges and Faculties were granted, the exerciſe of which is by 
thoſe Decrees prohibited (#). And Ch.s. the exception in the con- 
cluſion is of larger extent than all the Remainder (w). 

But becauſe R. Z7. recommends to our conſideration above all 
the reſt, the Decrees of the Twenty fourth Sefſion (x), I ſhall 
proceed to them ; and ( for brevities ſake paſſing over thoſe 
__ concern Matrimony, ſhall in a word refle& upon ſome of 
the reſt. | T0 

Chap.8. To thoſe which Sin publickly, po Penance js decreed. 
But the Decree is void by what follows, viz. Tet the Biſhop 
may change this publick Penance into another ſecret, when he ſhall 


— 


(r) Non datur poreſtas per Concilium Tridertinum examinandi & revidendi Uniones, 
uz per 40 annos ante Confirmationem Decretorum ejuſdem Concilii fatz fuerunr 
niones perpetuz a 4o annis, a publicatione Concilii Tridentini compurande. 
(-)Uniones perpetuz a quadraginta antilis citra factz, cxaminari ab Ordinariis,tanquam 
a ſede Apoſtolica legatis, pofſinc—— nifi aliter a ſede Apoſtolica declaratum fuerir, 
viribus omnino careant. ( e ) Confiderar. &c. Cap. 12, S. 220. ( #) Soav. 
4. 4- p. 352. (&) Þ. 3453. ( x) Confiderat. &c. Cap. 12: S. 206. 
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the T R E NT: Reformation. 7g 
judge it more expedient, (y). Chap. 17. Plurality of Benefices is 
ſtraitly forbidden ; but the foregoing Decree, Seſl. 7. Chap. 5. is 
not reſcinded , which renews the Conſtitution of Greg. X ; by 
which this Abuſe is eſtabliſhed (z). 

The Decree of Cognition of Cauſes in the firſt inſtance, Chap. 20. 
was quite deſtroy d, ſays Soave, by the exception added, 1. e. Except 
thoſe which the Pope will commit, and reſerve to himſelf. For Cauſes 
were never taken from the lawful Tribunals, but by Commiſſion and 
Adwvocation of Popes ; and now the cauſe of the Diſeaſe was preſerv'd, 
and the Symptom only cured. And however the adjuntt ( for urgent 
and reaſonable Cauſes ) did ſeem to moderate the matter well ; yet 
Men of Underſtanding #new, that it was as much as to ſay, for any 
Arbitrary Cauſe (a). And R. H#. himſelf grants almoſt as much as 
this amounts to. For in that he fays, 4 Reſcript after the matter 
is particularly made known to the Pope, and upon this his Fland and 
Seal obtain'd, cannot be a thing ſo ordinarily happening as to over- 
throw the whole benefit of the Decree ( 6b ) He plainly intimates, 
that it may ſo often happen, as to overthrow the Benefit in a 
great meaſure. SO 5 , 

But what a ridiculous Piece of Mockery was the Explication of 
the Clauſe, proponentibus Legatis, Chap. 21. The Emperor's and 
the Kings of Spair's Ambaſſadours had often declar'd againſt it, (as 
that which deſtroy'd the Liberty of the Council ) and earneſtly 
demanded, that it might be revoked, but could: by no-means 
obtain it; at length, when they were now putting an end 
to the Council, they declare, That the meaning-of the Syaod 
was, not to change in any part the uſual manner of handling Matters 
in general Councils : As.if a Phyſician who could not be prevailed 
with to doany thing for his Patient while there was hope of Life, 
; Ts ſet himſelf to apply his Medicines juſt when his Patient was 

ying. = 
By what hath been faid, it is ſufficiently manifeſt, That many 


(> ) Epiſcopus tamen publicz hoc panitentize genus, in aliud ſecretum poterit come 
mutare, quando ira magis judicaverit expedire. - (x. ) Decreral. L. 6. Cap, 1- Tit. 
46. Cap, Ocdinarii, (4 ) Soay, 1. 8. p.792+ (b) Confiderat. &c, Cap. 12. $. 212» 
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of the Decrees concerning matters to be reform'd, were fo framed, 
as to defeat themſelves. 

4. But let us now ſuppoſe, That there had been no fraud fn 
the Decrees themſelves, but that they had been all ſo compoſed, 
to render them moſt efteAual for obtaining their ends; That 
they had been extended to all Perſons, and to all matters too, 
that ſtood in necd of Reformation : Yet they were all in effect re- 
voked (that is, render'd no further binding than the Pope pleas'd) 
theſe two ways. x. By reſerving to the Pope a power of di- 
{penfing with them. 2. By reſerving to him, the whole power 
of expounding them. : 

I. By reſerving to the Pope a power diſpenſing with them ; 
For nothing was decreed but with this reſerve, Saving always the 
Authority of the Apoſtolick See in all things. This was expreſly 
vremiſed to the Decrees of Reformation, Sef. 7. (c). And leſt 
it might be thought not to extend to all the ſubſequent Decrees, 
to make all fure, in the Concluſion of the Council, it was again 
declard (as we have before heard), That in all the Decrees of the 
Council made under Paul, Julius and Pius, with what Words or 
Clauſes ſoever, it ſhould be underſtood, that the Authority of the 
Apoſtolick See is excepted and preſerved (4d). - 

And what is meant by the Authority of the Apoſtolick See in 
this matter, but an Authority of diſpenfing with the Canons and 
Decrees, whenſoever the Pope ſhall judg it convenient 2 Thus it is 
interpreted by Eſpenſ@us Ly Richerins ( f ), and other Romiſh Do- 
ftors. Thus it was underſtood by Cardinal 4mulias, when he per- 
ſwaded the Pope to confirm the Decrees abſolutely ; For that his 
Holineſs might provide for his Miniſters by Diſpenſation without vio- 
lating the Decrees of the C ounctl ; pn in them the 4 poſtolical 
Authority is reſerved ( g ). But 'tis needleſs to produce Witneſ- 


(c) Eadem Sacraſandta Synodns, eiſdem Prafidentibus Legaris, incxptum refiden- 
tia & Reformationis Negotium, ad Dei Laudem & Chriſtianz Religionis increnentum 
profequi intendens, ut ſequitur ſtatnendum cenſuir, ſalva ſemper in omnibus ſedis Apo- 
ſtolicz auctornate. (d) Sefl. 25. c. 21, (e) In cap. 1. Epilt. ad Tit, (F) Hiſt. 
.Concil, general. |, 4. par. 2, p. 182, 183, (gz) Soav, p. $15, 816, Pp 
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ſes for the proof of this ; ſince, as Father Paul ſays, Every Fool 
knew-what this Exception meant (h), And was not this to pull 
down all they had before built up, as Richerins fays (7), or as D« 
Ranchin expreſſes it, To pat a Gull upon all Chriſtendom (k). 

I know Pallavicino tells us, (which: R. Z. lays much weight 
upon) That altho they may lawfully diſpenſe with theſe Laws, yet 
the Popes for their Conſcience and Honour ſake, require for the moſt 
part ſuch weighty Cauſes, and ſo rarely happening for doing this, that 
their Conran in matters prohibited by the Council, do not amount 
to the 20th part of thoſe formerly made (1). | 

Methinks the Jeſuit ſpeaks faintly. He fays not, that the 
Popes always, but for the m9? part require ſuch weighty Cauſes ;. 
which is a plain Conceſſion, that they ſometimes not only dj- 
ſpenſe with theſe Laws, but without any ſuch weighty Cauſes : 
And if he confeſs, that ſometimes, we -may then take it for 
granted, that they often do ſo. But whether the Popes, ſince - 
the Council of 7rent, have been ſo tender of their Conſciences- 
and Honour in diſpenſing with the Laws made by it, let fome- 
Inſtances determine. 

By one Decree, Expectative Graces,and ſecret Reſervations (m), 
by another Acceſſes or Regreſſes to Eccleſiaſtical Benefices , are 
forbidden (z).. How well thoſe were obſerved by the Pope , let- 
Eſpenſeus inform us, who five years after the Council was end-- 
ed, makes doleful complaints of theſe, and many other Abuſes of. 
like nature, then practiced by the Court of Rome. (o). 

The Council decreed, That no Ecclefraſtical Perſon, tho a Card;-- 
»al, ſhould hold two Biſhopricks, or other Ecclefiaſtical Benefices ( p). 
And yet, many years after this Law came to: be in force, one - 
French Cardinal had at the fame time three of the wealthieſt. 


+ ——_ —_— 
On — 


(b) P. 260, (s) Septima Sefſfione ubi de Reformatione agitur, hoc egreginem-: 
aſſumenrum omnibus aliis capitibus quz de diſciplina aut Eccleſia emendanda Sciſcuntur . 
pro exordio prexmittitur ; quo quidem Cxtera omnia diruuntur & antiquantur, 4. 4-- 
par. 2. p. 132. (k) Review of the Council of Trent , 1.2. c. 4- t. 26. (1) Ap-- 
para. ad Hiſt, c. 0, (m) Sell. 24. C. 19. (3) Seſf. 25.c. 79. (0) Comment- 
m cap. 1, Epiſt. ad, Tit. p. 433, Edir. Parif. 1619, (p) Seff. 24. c. 17. 
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Arch-biſhopricks, and ſix of the richeſt Abbies; another was 
offeſſed at once, of twelve Abbies, and one of the fatteſt Bi- 
Jhopricks (9). And we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe, but that his 
Holineſs made as liberal Proviſion for the Cardinals of other 
Nations, as for thoſe of France, There had need be a weighty 
Cauſe indeed, to warrant ſuch enormous and ſcandalous Diſpenſa- 
tions as theſe. But could there be any cauſe, why the Rich and the 
great Ones, ſhould (as Richerius ſays) without any difficulty obtain 
from the Court of Rome Dig for many Benefices (r)? Yes, 
a very weighty one ; becauſe the Rich and the Great were beſt able 
to pay for them. But why ſhould the Cardinals, notwithſtanding 
this expreſs Law to the contrary , hold all ſorts of Benefices ; 
how incompatible ſoever , without a Diſpenſation, by Virtue of 
a Priviledg which they call, Os apertum (ſ )? (How wide is a. 
Cardinals mouth when open'd) 2 Why, to maintain the Pomp and 
Grandeur of the Romay Court. And is not that a weighty Cauſe 
too, and ſuch as rarely happens ? | 
Two other of the moſt important Decrees, are thoſe by 
which Proviſion is made of fit Perſons for Biſhopricks, and 0- 
ther Eccleſiaſtical Benefices (tf). And were not theſe well ob- 
ſerved, when ſix Abbies, and one Archbiſthoprick, were reſer- 
ved for a Child of three years old (#)2 And was not rban 
VII. very ſcrupulous in diſpenſing with them, when he gave 
nothing to thoſe who had beſt ſerved the Church, but what his 
Nephews had before refus'd, as unworthy of their acceptance 2 
And Dmocent X. did as well obſerve them, when he committed 
the Government of the Univerſal Church, to an imperious and 
infatiable covetous Woman, and beſtowed all Livings as She was 
pleas'd to dire and command (w). And Clement X. was no 


 ——— 
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(9) Richer. L. 4. par. 2. p. 192. (r) Hercle ad corruptelarum cumulum appri- 
me facir, quod Divites & Magnates nullo negotio a Curia Romana diſpenſationes ob- 
tinent ad plura Beneficia, p. 193. (/) Er inter alios, Cardinales propter Privile- 
gium, quod os apertum nominant, nulla omnino indigent Diſpenſatione, ad omnia om- 
nis generis Beneficia quantumvis'incompatibilia poſſidenda, bid. (t) Sell. 24. c. 1. 
& c. 18. - (4) Richer, /. 4. par, 2. p. 192, (@) Rycaut n the Life of Innocent X. 
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leſs careful to put them in Execution ; when all Perſons of Vir- 
tue and Merit were rejected, and none but a ſort of progging 
Merchants advanced to Benefices (x). 

There is another Decree, by which all Titles and Rights to 
Benefices, that were obtain'd by Simony, are made void (z). 
And this, no queſtion, was worthily executed by the ſame Zouo- 
cent X. whena rate was ſet upon all Benefices, great aid ſmai, 
and they were ſold as in a common Market by the Lady Olym- 
þia ; when Simony was become ſo common, that for this cauſe 
People began to abhor Church-Men, and to hate their Miniſtry 
ak And as tender was Clement X. of diſpenſing with it, when 
the Cardinal Nephew would not ſuffer the Seals to paſs for any 
Benefices, without money paid in conſideration thereof to him-- 
ſelf, ( tho it was a Living of but xo Crowns a year ) when 
for better management of this Simoniacal Trade, he appointed 
Brokers in the Palace to ſet up an Office, and there publickly, 
and WEN our ſhame,to bargain'and contract for Offices and Bene-- 
fices (b). | ge, 

I ſhall mention one Decree more (w:z. That which prohibts all 
Biſhops to enrich their kindred with the Goods of the Church ) 
becauſe in the judgment of the preſent Pope, the Pope himſelf is 
above all others bound to obſerve it ; For, ſays he, there is a much 
greater and ſtronger reaſon, why the. Roman high Prieſt himſelf 
ſhould obſerve ſuch wholeſome Conſtitutions of the Fathers, to the 
end, that he may give an Example to other Prelates to obſerve 
them (c). But I appeal to all thoſe who have made any enquiry 
into their Lives and Actions, whether Greg, XIIL Szxtus V. 
Paul V. Greg. XV. @rban VII. Innocent X. Alexander VIL and. 
Clement X. did fo obſerve this Decree, as to: ſhew_ that they, 
conſulted, either their Conſcience, or their Honour. 


(x) Id. in bis Life. (y) Sef. 24. c. 142 (x) Rycaut in his Life. (a) Id» 
(b) Longe Major ſane, atque vigentior ratio poſtulare videtur , ut ipſe Romanus Ponti- 
fex,quem tanquam lucernam ardentem ſapercandelabrum in domo ſua poſuit Altiflimus, . 


tam ſalubria Patrum Conſtitura retineat, ut cxteris Aurtiſtibus ad illa Servanda exem+ 
plo prezlucear. X 


2... But. 
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2. But ſuppoſe the Council had reſerved no ſuch power of diſ- 
penſing, to the Pope, yet they put it into his hands to make void 


_ all their Decrees, or to transform them as he pleaſed, by leaving 


to him alone the power of interpreting them. When the Coun- 
cil was now breaking up, The declaration and reſolution of all 
Doubts, which ſhould happen to ariſe about the ſenſe of the Decrees, 
was referr d to his Holineſs ( d ) ; And therefore in his Bull of 
Confirmation (as the Biſhop of Beſ/tice adviſed) he forbad by his 
Apoſtolical Authority, all perſons both Ecclefiaſtics and Laics, 
of what quality or degree ſoever, to publiſh any Commentaries, 
Gloſles, Annotations, or any ſort of Interpretation of the Decrees; 
and if any matter ſeem'd to any man obſcure, and to rieed any 
interpretation and deciſion , commanded that he ſhould have re- 
courſe tothe Apoſtolic See, the Miſtris of all the Faithful. As 
for Controverſies and Difficulties if any ariſe from the Decrees, we 
reſerve them, faith he, to be declared and decided by our ſelves, as 
the holy Synod hath decreed ( e ), Thus the meaning of the De- 
crees, was by the Council reſerved to the Pope, and by the 
Pope aſſumed. to himſelt; in purſuance of which, he forthwith 
conſtituted a particular Congregation of Cardinals, not only for 
the Execution, but tor the Declaration of them. - 


(d) Quod fi in his recipiendis aliqua difficulras'Oriatur, ant aliqua inciderinr, quz de- 
Elarationem aur definitionem poſtulent ; prxter alia remedia in hoc Concilio inſtirura, 
eonfidit fanCta Synodus.Beatiflimum Romanum Pontificem curaturum, ut vel evocaris, 
ex illis przſertim provinciis, unde difficulras orrta fuerir, ijs, quos eidem negotio tract- 
ando viderit expedire, vel etiam Concilijgeneralis eclebrarione, fi neceſſarium j1dicave- 
rir, vel commodiore quacunque ratione ei viſum fuerit, Provinciarum necefiitarjbus, 
pro Dei gloria, .& Ecclefiz tranquillitate conſularur. Seſſ. 25. c. s. | (e) Ad vitan= 
dam przrerea perverhionem, '& confuſionem quz oriri poſſer, fi unicuique licerer, 
prour- ei liberer, in decrera Cenciliz Commentarios & interpretationes ſuas edere, Apo- 
ſtolica auctoritare inhibemus omnibus tam Eccleſtaiticis perfonis,cujuſcunque fant ordi- 
nis,condirionum & gradus quam Laicisquocunque honore ac poreſtate prxdiris,&c.fi cui 
vero in iis aliquid obſcurius dictum & ftarutum fuifſe, eamque ob cauſam interpretati- 
one aut decifione aliqua egere viſum fuerir, aſcendar ad locum quem Dominus elegir, 
ad ſedem Videlicer Apoftolicam, omnium Fidelium Magiſtram, cujus auctoritatem etiam 
ipſa Santa Synodus tam reverenter agnovit. Nos enim difficultares & controverſias, 
fi quzex iis Uecretis orrz fuerint, nobis declarandas & decidendas.quemadmodum ipſa 
guoque Santa Synodus decrevir, reſeryamus, -Bulla Super, Confirmat. Conci!ij. 
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Now how eaſie a matter is it, by adding a little to, or by pa- 
ring away a. little from, by a Diſtin&ion, a'Limitation, and1 
know not how many other Arts, which the Pope and his Court 
are well acquainted with, to make a Gloſs that ſhall quite over- 
throw the Text. 

I {Hall produce one famous Inſtance of- this kind. The Counctl 
decreed, That thoſe who had -many Biſhopricks, one of them, which 
they chaſe, being retain'd, they ſhould quit all the reſt (e). Hear” 
now Pope Paul Il. his interpretation. He ſhal quit the Reſt , 
but fo as to Reſerve the whole Profits to himſelf, allowins ſuch a 
Pittance to the perſon to whom he reſigns, as may ſerve in ſome ſort to 
maintain his Dignity : Tea, and when the Church he quits happens 
to become woid, it ſhall return to him again, that he may again re- 
fren it upon the ſame terms Cf). Impudent Mockery ! Thus, 
ſays Eſpenſzus, one of the Carflinals who lately died, reſerved 
the Profits of five Biſhopricks, and as many Abbeys, the fourth part 
of os Profits only being aſſign'd, to the perfon to whom he reſiqn- 
ed (2). (II 
As Chymiſts in their analizing of Bodies, by ſeparating ſome 
parts, and adding others; by diflolving the former frame, and 
producing new-Coalitions, are wont to extract thoſe ſubſtances 
out of them, that were never formally in them : ſo while the 
Pope has the analizing of the Decrees, 'tis certain there will 
ſcarce ever any thing be found in them, or extracted from them, 
that is contrary to his, or his Courts AﬀeCtions and Intereſts. 

This the Biſhop of Be/tzce was well aware of ; and therefore 
when the Pope's Officers diſlwaded the: Confirmation of thoſe 


(e) N:mo quacunque etiam dignitate gradu aur przeminentia prxfulgens, plures 
metropoliranas aut Cathedrales Eccleſias in titulum tive commendam aur alio quovis 
nomine, contra Sacrorum Canonum inſtiruta recipere, & ſimul retinere prxſumar. Qui 
autem plures Ecclefias contra przſentis Decreti renorem nunc detinent, una quam 
maluerint detenta reliquas intra ſex menſes, fi ad liberam ſedis Apoſtolicz diſpofiticnem 
pertineant, alias infra annum dimitrere teneantur : alioquin Eccleſiz ipſz, ultimo-ob- 
tenta dumtaxat excepta, eo ipſo vacare cenſcantur. $.9, C.2. \ (F) Eſpen(, Com- 
ment. in cap. 1. Epiſt. ad Tir. Digreſs. 2. Richer, /. 4. par, 22 (g) Ibid. 
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Decrees, which they thought prejudicial to their Profit : He like 


-|;hetter Politician, counſel d the Pope to confirmi them without 


exceptian ; becauſe, by his Expoſition, he might give them a more 
ample, or.a more ftridt ſenſe ; yea, and contrary to that which the 
words do import : ſo that if his Holineſs ordain, That in all Doubts 
men come for Expoſition to the Apoſtolick See, no Man will be able to 
make uſe of the Council to the prejudice of the Court, If this were 
done, he foreſaw that by the Decrees of the Council, the Authorit 

of the Apoſtolick See, the Rights and Perogatives of the Church of 
Rome, will not only nor be Tminiſhed » but encreaſed and inlarg- 
ed (b). | 

By what. hath been faid, it is ſufficiently evident , that the 
learned Dr. Stil/iugfleet ſpake no more evil of the Council than 
they juſtly deſerved , when he faid, That their Decrees apper- 
taining to Reformation, were merely deluſory ; and therefore need 
not much dread that Account which R. Z. tells him, he muſt 
one day give to the Celeſtial Majeſty, for his ſpeaking Evil of fo Sa- 
cred an Authority (_3 ). 

I have now ſhewed, that as to thoſe Matters in which alone a 
Reformation is pretended, x. That thoſe Perſons were exempted 
from it, who were the prime Cauſes of the Abuſes. 2. That 
thoſe Abuſes which the Council did not concern themſelves about, 
were as to.their Number more ; as-to their Nature and Quality 
more miſchievous, - than -thoſe which the Council reflefted upon. 
3- That thoſe Abuſes the Council took notice of, ſome of them 
it made no Decrees of Reformation about, but referr'd them 
wholly to the Pope ; Others, the Decrees to reform them, were 
many of them meer Shams and Illuſions. 4. That ſuppoſing the 
Council had extended their Decrees to all Perſons, and to all 
'things rhat ſtood in need of being reformed ; that they had fo 
framed them, as to render them moſt effectual to the obtaining 
of their end; yet they in effe& revoked them all, both by re- 


—— 


| (+) Soav. 1.8, p. $16, $179 (5) Confiderar, &c, Cap. 7. $ 124. 
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reſerving to the Pope a Power of difpenſing with them, and by 

reſerving to him alone the Power of interpreting them. | From 
whence the Concluſion is plainly this, That even in Matters of 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and of Manners ( which were the only 
Matters the Council nndertook to reform ) the Reformation 
was delufory ; not in Truth and Reality, but in Word and Pre- 
tence only : Which was the thing to be proveed.6os——_. 

Objef. If it be objeted. That this is the Accufation of Pro- 
teftants only, who are Enemies to the Council, and therefore in 
this Point not to be credited. | = 

Anſ, Tanſwer, Firſt, If it were true, That this is the Accufi- 
of Proteſtants only, yet that doth not feſſen the force of it ; but, 
Secondly, That it is not true, but manifeſtly falſe. | 

x. If it were true, that this is the Accuſation of Proteſtants 
only, yet that doth not leffen its force ; becauſe the Proteſtants 
do not deſire to be credited upon their own word, but upon the 
Authority of the Evidence they produce.; they demand belief, 
not of what they fay, but of what they prove : As therefore our 
Blefled ' Saviour faid to the unbelieving Fews: If 7 do not the 
works of my Father, believe me not; but if I do, tho ye believe 
not me, believe the works ( &) + In like manner may the Pro. 
teftants ſay ; If we do not ſufficiently prove what we aſſert, be- 
lieve us not ; but if we do, though ye believe nor us, yet believe 
our Proofs, And therefore the Queſtions, Whether the Prote- 
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of thoſe many: which offer themſelves, I ſhall fele@ a few Wit- 
neſſes.whoſe Authority is unqueſtionable. | | 
The Emperor when the Twenty ſecond Seſſion was paſs'd, 
wrote to. the Cardinal of Lorain, That the impoſſibility of doing 
good in the Council being, palpable, he thought it was the Duty of a 
Chriſtian and wiſe. Prince , rather to ſupport the preſent Evil with 
patience, than by curing it to cauſe a greater (1), The King of 
the Romans, after the Twenty third Seſtion, faid, That it was 
good to finiſh the Council ; becauſe it did n1 good, nor gave any hope 
that it would d5 ( m ). The Cardinal of L»raintold the Biſhop of 
Vintimiglia , That it was plain by long experience, that howſcever 
his Holinejs promiſed many things, yet nothing was executed in Coun- 
cil ('n ). Yea after the ſame Cardinal had been highly careſs'd by 
the Pope, and made intirely his Creature ; when the Decrees of 
the Twenty fourth Seſſion Chouph laſt ſave one) were read, he 
made this Proteſtation both in his own Name, and in the 
Name of all the Biſhops of France : When the Day before yeſter- 
tay, T declared my Opinion concerning the Articles of: Reformation, 
I premiſed that TI greatly defired, that the Ancient Eccleſiaſtical 
Niſcipline might be reſtored : But fince in theſe myſt corrupt Times 
and Manners, I am ſenſible that thoſe Remedies cannot be uſed that 
are qnoſt needful, I in the mean time aſſent to, and approve the Des 
crees already made ; nt that I think them ſufficient to work an intire- 
Cure, but becauſe I _—_— theje lighter Remedies being firſt uſed, 
when the Church can bear thoſe that are mire ſevere, the Popes, 
and . chiefly our moſt holy Lord Pius, will diligently take care 
that. by ſupplying. thiſe things that are wanting; and finding 
oat . more £14; phi Remedies , he may reſtre the Church to 
its Ancient Seundueſs ( 0.), Du Ferrier, the Ambaſſador of the 


{1) Soav. 1; 8. ps 927. (m') p. 789. (n) p. 692. (o) Cum: 
nudius tertius. meam- de Reformationis. Articulis dicerem fſententiam-, prez” 
fatus ſum etiam. me valde- cnyere, ut. priſca-illa Eccleſiaſtica. reſtituererur diſciplina, 


fed cum his corruptſſimis remporibus '& moribus intelligam- non. pofle ea, quibus 
maxime opus eſt, pretinus adhiberi renzedia, interinr-afſentioi & probare: ea-quze-nunc* 
funt decreta : Non quot! ea judicem-fatis efſe ad integram zgrotantis reipublicz Chrt- 
ſtianx Curationem : Sed quod Sperem , his prius levioribus. fomentis. adhibiris, &c. 
Rich. 1. 4. par; 2» Þ 241, 242. 
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King of France , thus addrefs'd himſelf to the Fathers : Give? us 
leave to uſe the ſame words which the Orators of the Jews formerly 
aſed to Haggai, Malachy, and Zechary the laft Prophets: Sha't 
we Faſt and Weep yet in the Fifth and Seventh M nths? An 155 
years are paſſed, fince the moſt Chriſtian Kinzs have demanded of 
the Popes a Reformation of the Ecclefraſtical Di/cipline ; and n1t- 
withſtanding this, we muſt ſtill Faſt and. Thirſt ; not as thiſe Jews in 
the Fifth and Seventh Month, but now Two hundred years compleat ; 
and.God grant they be not Three hundred and mary more : But they 
fay,as he proceeds,7ou are abundantly ſatisfied with ſo many Anathe- 
matiſms and Deciſions of Dofrine : We confeſs indeed, that it it. be 
right to give one thing in payment for another, when the Creditor is 
unwilling to receive it ve are ſatisfied but-if not w2 are ſtill Creditors, 
&c.(p).A Jeſt was made of the Reformationin Fravce;and in Ge-- 
many it was.not thought conſiderable, no not by the Catholiks (9). 
But let us hear what was the Judgment of ſome of their molt 
learned Divines. Eſpenceus who was preſent at the Council nader 
Paul If. could not be perſwaded by the Cardinal of Lorain, to 
go with him again under Pius IV ; becauſe he certainly prefaged 
trom what he had before ſcen, that nothing would be done in good 
earneſt about Reformation (7). 'The ſame Dr. ſpeaking of the Re= 
formation made by the Council, fays, 7hat nothing was amended, 


| but all hopes of Reformatim daſhed ( s ). Claudins SanTius, ano» 


ther Sorb-rane Doctor, who attended the Cardinal of Lorain to 
Trent,in his Letter from thence to his Collegue Eſpen:2us, highly 
congratulates his good Fortune, in that he went not to theCoun- 
cil : | For, ſays he, 7 believe it would have been death to you, to ſee 
thoſe vile Arts that are uſed to hinder Reformation (t). The Com- 


( p) Liceat Patres SanCti Nobis Oratoribus Regis Chriſtianiflimi iiſdem- yerbis + 
nunc vobiſcum_ agere, quibus oltim egerunt Judzorum Oratores cum * Aggzo., 
Malachia & Zecharia ultimis Prophetis. Num jejunabimus & flebimns quinto adhuc & . 
Septimo-menſe. Siquidem . CL. anni elaph funt ex quo Reges- noſtri petiermne a 
Pontificibus, Ecclefiaſticaz Diſciplinz, jam tum labentis reſtitutionem. &c; Thuani, 
In 5 | (9) Thuani. l. 35. Rich. 1.4 par. 2. (r ) Richer. 1. 4. par. 2. p. 189. 
(s) Er tam diuturnorum motuum non alia cauſa-major, quam- quod tor annis, 
nihil- immuratur z nihil emendatur, & omnis Reformandi ſpes. inde abrupta, . p. 480 
( * ) Monſieur vous ne fuſtes jamais mieux inſpire que de ne venir: point, 
car je croy que fuſſiez mort des indignitez qu'on commet par dect, pour ob. -. 
viet & la. reformation, Memoirs Pour le Conc. de Trent, p. 44 1. plaints. . 
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plaints of Gentianus Hervetas are'fo large, that I ſhall not Tranfs 
cribe them, but refer the Reader to his long Epiſtle to the Jefuit 
Salmeron (u). A!l Chriſtian Nations, fays Richerius , for more 
than Two hund:ed years, panted after a Reformation ; and at lenzth 
inſtead of one that was true and genuine, they had one that was 
counterfeit and imaginary ( w ). All Chriftian Princes, ſays he in 
another place,vehemently defired of theTrent Fathers,that the whole 
time might be ſpent in repairing the Manners of Charchmen ; but could 
ever obtain 'this from the Court of Rome, which gave them only a 
perſonated and painted Reformation (' x ). And again, this was the 
ſue and aim 0! the Trent Reformation, that no reſpett ſhould be had 
toT ruth, but to ſhew,and outward Pomp only ; and that all things ſhould 
be referr'd t1 the Splendour and Profit of the Roman Court ( y ). 

If any thing can be thought wanting to add Authority to the 
foremention'd Witnelles ; let it be conſider'd, that the Cenſure 
paſs'd by them, was ſufficiently confirm'd by the Pope himſelf, 
at the ſame time that the Decrees of the Council were, in the 
Oration that he made to the Cardinals in full Conſiſtoryg, We 
are nt alittle obliz'd to the Fathers, fays he, that in reformin 
Manners and Diſcipline, they have uſed that Moderation and Indus. 
gence toward us, that if we our ſelv?s had choſen to take the work 
upon us, we had certainly uſed more ſeverity (2). If any have 
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(u) Richer.l 4 par.2. (&) Venio ad decrera de morum & Diſciplinz Eccleſiafticz refor- 
marione; ad quam univerſz Nationes Chriſtianz cum animo ardentiflimo ab ducen- 
ris amp!ivs aunis anhelabant: Tandem pro vera atq;genuina, imaginariam & ſubventa- 
neam reformationem habueruur,' p. 181, 182. ( x ) Qnamobrem ones Chri- 
Kiani Principes, atq; inter alios Ferdinandus Imperator,Sicut etiam Carolus IX Franciz, 
Rex cum omnibus aliis Catholicis Principibus ardenter flagirabant, a Papa & Tri- 
denrinis Patribus , ut relictis diſpurarionibus & relictis de doctrina quz a Carholicis- 
minime in dubium revocabantur , trotum tempus reparandis moribus Ecclefiafti- 
corn poriſſimum impenderetur. Sed hoc nunquam a Curia Romana impe- 
rare poterunt , quz quidem pro vera Reformatione , perſonatam &z fucatam ' 
nobis exbibuir, p. 240. | ( > ) Hic Tridentinz refor- 

- Marionis fait exirus. & ſcopns, ut nihil ad veritatem, ſed in quandam ſpeciem 8 porh- - 
pam externam ,arq; ad privarum Curiz Romanz ſpleridorem & commodum cunctd re- 
trrentur. p. 245- 246. (x) Quibus prxtecea non'mediocritrr obnoxit ſamus, quod | 
in moribns ac diſciplina reformandis , ea moderatione, 3c indnfgentia erga nov, uſt. 
Fane, ur i malulſſemus hanc nos ipfi coram ſafcipere, eorumq. arbitratm non comi- ' 
wirtere , plus certe ſeveriratis a nobis failſte adhibirum. Pallay, 1. 2Z4.c. 9 n. 5. 
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conceived an ill Opinion of us, as if in thoſe things which reſpett Re” 
formation, we would wirlate the Council : We will when there ſpall ' 
be need, rather corrett by our Diligence, the Moderation uſed by the 
Fathers, aud ſupply their defetts as a thing reſerved to our judgment | 
(a). How very little muſt that Reformation be, which he who - 
thought the leaſt roo much, acknowledged to be defeRtive 2 Yea, 
muſt it not be worſe than none, when he who was an Abhorrer 
of all, was thankful for it, and took himſelf to be obliged to the 
Fathers for it 2 That it was ſo indeed, I ſhall preſently make ap- - 
pear. 

Having already ſhew'd, That x. In thoſe things in which a 
Reformation was molt neceſſary, not the leaſt was made, or fo 
much as pretended. 2. In thoſe things, in which a mighty Re-- 
formation was pretended , the Reformation was not real, but. 
Sham and Mockery. I proceed to ſhew : 


SECT. HL 


Inſtead of Reformation, the Council produced a greater Deformatis - 
on: What it found bad, it left in many reſpetts worſe, 


II. Hat inſtead of Reformation , the Council produced a grea- 
| . ter Deformation ; and that both in matters of Dotrine and 
Worſhip, and in matters of Diſcipline too. ; 
| x. For matters of Faith and Worſhip it left them worſe than 
it found them, upon a twofold Account. x. By confirming thoſe 
Errors and Corruptions that were before. 2. By adding others 
to them. | 

1. By confirming the Errors and Corruptions before intrody- - 
ced. That the Fathers made no Reformation of theſe, I have 
already ſthew'd. I now add, That they undertook the Defence 


————————— 


Ms”... as tos Pao a Patribus Ufurpatam , nos -ubt 
» Uintpentia noitra Cor , _ | 
ſupplebimus, ibid, orrigemus, & ranquam rei noſtro Adicio reſervate 
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of them, made Decrees to confirm them, and: curfed all thoſe 
who ſhould dare to oppoſe them. The Popes Supremacy, Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, Adoration of the Hoſt, Communicating in one 
Kind, Invocation of Saints, Veneration of Images., and of Re- 
liques, Purgatory, Indulgences, were all eſtabliſh'd, and (as much 
as in them lay) render'd immovable againſt all Afaults, I need 
not prove this, becauſe it is-not only: confeſſed by all, . but is by 
ſome inſiſted. upon as: a mighty Argument againſt the Prote- 
ſtants, That the Fathers were unanimous in condemning their 
Tenents (that is, in condemning all thoſe Doctrines that were 
TY to the Romifh Errors ) and in aſlerting the: contra- 
r ; 

=— Nor did they only ſupport the old, but. introduced many 
new Errors in the Faith, Thoſe who were read in Eccleſiaſtical 
Story ſaid, That in all the Councils held in the Church from the A- 
pojtles time, until then, there were never ſo many Articles decided, 
as in the fixth Seſſion only; in which, faith the Hiſtorian, Ariſto- 
tle had a great part, by having exadtly diſtinguiſhed all the kinds 
of. Cauſes (c), (Thanks to Father Ariſtotle, One would think his 
Logick and Metaphyſicks added to the Holy Scriptures, might 
make them a compleat Rule, without the Addition of unwritten 
Traditions). | 

"Tis true, that ſome of thoſe Points were not then firſt 

broach'd, but had for ſome time before been commonly taught 
and received in the Church of Rome; but none of them were 
Articles of their Faith, or any. more than diſputable Points a- 
mong themſelves , before they were defined by the Council. 
 Andtherefore, in further Proſecution of this, I ſhall do theſe two 
things. 3. I ſhall mention ſeveral of their new Definitions, ſome 
of which are at the beſt tut matters of Opinion, others of them 
palpably Falſe. 2. I ſhall ſhew, That theſe new Articles, ſome 
at the belt doubtful, others manifeſtly falſe, are by the Council 
made neceſſary to be believed in order to Salvation, 

— p 


(b) R. H, Conſiderat. &e. S. r52, {c) Soav. 1, 2. p. 238. 
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x. For their new. Definitions ( beſides many others which 1 
ſhall omit). take theſe following; which I ſhall for the greater: 
part but barely mention. 


xt. That unwritten Traditions are of the fame Divine Authori- 
ty with the Holy Scriptures (d). 

2. That the Books of 7obit, Ecclefrafticus, Wiſdom, Fudith, and 
the two Books of Maccabees, are Canonical Scripture (e). The 
contrary to which was Catholick Doctrine at Rome it ſelf, bur 
a few years before this Council (f , , and approv'd by Pope 
Clement VII. (g ). I know R. FH. (h), and many more Romiſh 
Writers tell us, That this was defined in the Council of Florexce. 
If it was, this will add but very little,either to its Antiquity,or to 
its Authority ; but that it was, there can be. no proof produced, 
but a ſpurious Article in Caraxta's paultry Epitome; the leaſt 
Intimation of which is not to be met with in any of the larger 
Editions of the Councils. | | 

3. That by the Grace conferr'd in Baptiſm, all that which hath 
the true and proper nature of Sin, is removed (73). 

4. That Concupiſcence in the Regenerate, is not truly and 
properly Sin (#). | | 

5. That the Works of juſtified Perſons are truly Meritorious 
of Eternal Life, and increaſe of Glory (/). 

6. That the Catholick Church from the beginning, hath al- 
ways obſerv'd the manner of confeſling to a Prieſt alone in ſe- 
cret (m), 


- a + 


(d) Seſſl4 (e) Ibid. (f) Fr quoniam Hieronymum ſorriti ſumus Regulam ne 
erremus in Diſcretione Librarum Canonicorum, nam quo ille Canonicos Tradidir, Ca- 
nonicos habemus; & quos ille a Canone diſcrevit, extra Canonem habemus. Cajetan, 
Commentr. in 1. cap ad Heb. verſ 1. (s) Divo Hieronymo, Pater Beatiſſime Uni-- 
verſa Ecclefia Latina plurimum deber, non folum ob Annotatas ab eo in Libris Vereris 
ac Novi Teſt. particutas rum adjectitias tum ambiguas, ſed etiam proprer diſcretos ab 
cedem libros Canonicos a non -Canonicis. Liberavirt ſiquidem nos ab Hebrzorum cp. 
probrio, quod fingamus nobis antiqui Canonis Libros aut Librqrum partes, quibus ipſi 
penitus carent. Cajetan Epiſt. Dedicar. ad Pap. Clement. VIf. ante Comment in Libros 
Hift. V. T. See Biſhop Cofins Scholaſt. Hiſt. of the Canon of the Scripture. (h) C. 11, 
S. 198. (3) Sefl. 5.c,5. (k) Ibid, (1) Seſf 6. Can. 32. (m) Sefl. 14. Can. 6. 
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2. That Confeſſion to'z Prieſt, is. neceſſary; to Salvation., þy 
the Law of God (#). | | | 

8. That to obtain Remiſſion of Sins, it is neceſlary by the Law 
of God to confeſs all and every mortal Sin, which a man can 
call to-remembrance, to aPrielſt (9). 

9. That it is neceſſary by the Divine Law, to| confeſs the 
Cireumſtances of every mortal Sin, which change the nature of 
the Sin ( p). And. is there one in: ant hundred that knows which 
are the Circumſtances. that ehange the kind 2? 

10. That a man conſcious of mortal Sin, how contrite ſoever 
he thinks himſelf, is not duly prepared for the Euchariſt, with- 
out. preceding Confeſſion to a Prieſt (9)... 

- x: That the Maſs is a true and-proper- Sacrifice (7). 

:2. That Chriſt by theſe words, Do this in remembrance of me, 
did inſtitute his Apoſtles, Prieſts; and ordained that they ſhould 
offer his Body and Blood ( /).. 

13. That the Sacrifice of the Maſs 1s Propitiatory, and ought 
to be offered for the Living and Dead ;. for Sins, Puniſhments, 
Satisfactions, and other Neceſſities (7 ). | | 

4. That the Myſtical Benedictions, Lights, Incenſe, Gar- 
ments, and-many other things of like nature uſed in the Maſs, 
are by Apoſtolical Tradition (#). This is fo palpably falſe, that 
it hath not. the leaſt Colour of Truth :. And this the Trent Fa- 
thers knew well enough : For. Antonius de Valletelina, a Domi- 
nican, told them, That it was plain by all Hiſtory , that ancient- 
ly every Church had her particular Ritual of the Maſs brought in þ 
#ſe, and upon occaſion. That the Roman Rite hath been (to aide 
the Pope ) received in many Provinces, tho the Rites of many 
Churches are ſtill moſt. different frem it. That the Roman alſo 
hath had great Alterations (as will appear to him that readeth the 
Ancient Book called, Ordo Romanus\, which have been made not 
only in Ancient times, but even in the latter Ages alſo; and the 
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(n) Ibid. (o) Sel. 14. Can. 7. (þ) Ibid.” (q) Seff. 13. Can. 11. 
(r) Seff. 22. Can. 1 (/) Can. 2. (z) Self. 22, Can. 3. (x) Cap. 5+ 
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true Roman Rite obſerve within 300 years, i 'nvt that which mow 
obſerved by the Priefts in the City, but that which is retamid by 
the Order of St. Dominick. For the Veſtments, Veſſels," and other 
Ornaments of the Miniſters and Altars, it appeareth not by Books 
only, but by Statues and Pittures, that they are ſoc a, that if 
the Ancients ſhould return tnto the World, they would not know 
them. Therefore he concluded, that to bind all to approve the 
Rites which the Church .of Rome uſeth, might. be reprehended, 
as-a condemning of Antiquity (w). This Diſcourſe dibleagd the 
Auditory, but the Biſhop of five Churches protefted the Author of it, 
and ſaid, that he had delivered nothing untruly ; and that he that 
would condemn the Fryar as ſcandalous or raſh, did firſt condemn him- 


ſelf as uncapable of Truth (x). 


15. That not only the Degrees of Confanguinity and Aﬀnity, 
c—_— in the Book of Leviticus, hinder or diſſolve Mar- 
riage ( y). | 

_ That Matrimony confirmed, not conſumnated, 'is diſfotv'd 
by the ſolemn Profeſſion of Religion of either party (=). 

17. That Matrimony contracted by Clergymen, is made void 
by their Vow (a). | 

18. That the Roman Church is the Catholick Church (3), 
This will perhaps be true, when the part comes to be'equal-to 
the whole. | 

19. That the Roman Church is the Mother of all Churches (c). 
If ſo, the Daughter is the Mother, and the Mother is'the Daugh- 
ter. For they themſelves acknowledg, that St. Peter eredted'a 
Church at Aztioch, ſeven years before he went to-:Rome; and 
this Church at Antioch, was the Daughter of that at Feraſatem : 
And therefore that at Feruſalem, which is the Mother of all 
Churches, is at leaſt the Grandmother of the Church at Rome. 


— Cu —@ ww _ 


&) Soav, 1.6..P. $43, 549- (x) Ibid. | (5) Seff.. 24, Can. 3:, (xz) Can. 6: 
Td A | Can. 9. (b) Bulla ſuper forma Juramenti Profeſ: Fidei, (c) wa. &.Seſl. 
7. Can 3+ Sell. 14. de Sacramttito-Extr, Unc. c. 3. -Sell, 22, c;'$, Sefi-25.in Decrers 
de libror + delecu, | | 
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20. That all- things deliverd, defined and declared by the 
Sacred Canons, by General Councils, and eſpecially by the 
Council of Treat , are neceſſary to Salvation (4). So many 
Contradictions as are involved in this, ſo many Fallitics at leaſt 
are contained in it :- And thoſe are not a few, ſince nothing is 
more eaſie than to produce Canons and Definitions of fuch 
Councils as the Romaniſts will have to be General , Which are 
manifeſtly repugnant (not-only to Scripture , but) one to ano- 
ther. | | 


Theſe are a few of thoſe many new Definitions made Ly 
the Council of 7Zrewt, The greater part of which are moſt pa!- 
pable Falſhoods: The reſt were not only difputal:le points in the 
Church of R-me, before the Definitions of the Council ; Lut 
ſome of them are ſtill difputed , others of them ſtiſly denied 
Ly Iarned men of that Church. So that were the Propoſitions 
true, yet the Articles of Faith are fale. 

2. Theſe Propoſitions, the beſt of which are doubttul, rhe; 
reſt manifeſtly falie, are made by the Council ſo neceilary to Le 
believed, that whoſoever does not atſent to them, 1 eo ipſ> 
branded for. an Heretick, and condemned to the portion of 
Reprolates.: | 

1 his one would think were evident Levond all contradiction, 
Loth Ly the Anathema affixed to every Canon, and by the De- 
claraticn of Pope Pius IV. at the end of his new Creed, viz. 
This is tle Catholick Faith, withcut which no man can be ſaved. 
Part of which Catholick Faith, is rhe Lelicf of all. the. Decrces 
and Canons of the 7rent Council. 

But R. Z. ſays, That all the Canoas in the Council that have 
Arathema. aff xed, do not exjoyn. aſſent under Anathema to the cou= 
tradiftory Prepoſition, nor make it an Article of Faith neceſſary to be 
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' (d) The 1itlh Areicle: of Pope Vias IV. Creed, made in purſuance of a Decree of 
ohe Frens. Councal , and comprehenſive, anR. Hs grants, of 1209 Articles, C. 11. 
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believed under the penalty of being reputed an Heretick (e ). How 
then ſhall we know which do 2 For our reſolution, he gives us 
theſe rules of Canus. When the Decree, to which ſuch Canon relates, 
binds to aſſent with a firma fide Credendum, hoc eſt dog- 
ma fidei Catholicz Contrarium aſlerentes ( or tenentes ) 
judicentur pro Hzreticis, or ſome other equivalent expreſſion : Or 
when the Canon runs, Siquis hoc ſenſerit, Anathema ſit ('f). Since 
he hath 1eſerr'd us to Canus, let C.ms be Judge ; provided thoſe 
other words and Rules in Canzs, which he hath untaithtully omit- 
ted, may beſuppli'd. And , 
rt. The firſt Rule Canzs gives, by which we may know that 

a Decree is de fide, is this, (which he fays 1s manileſt) /f theſe 
who afert the COM?rary, are judged io be Heretichs ( T7). Now in the 
cloſe of the Doctrine of Penance,and Extreme Unction, the Synod 
for ever damns and Anathematizes thoſe, who aſlert the contrary 
(;thatis,judges them to be Hereticks. And in the concluſion of the 
Doctrine concerning Matrimony,the Synod decrees the following 
Anathematiſms expreſly againit Hereticks (z). And therefore by 
this Rule, the contradictory to every one of thoſe Propoſitions 
which are anathematiz'd ur the 1Iurtecen Canons: Concerning, 
Penitence, the Four concerning Extream Un&tion, and the: 
Twelve concerning Matrimony, 1san Article of Faith neceſlary 
to. be believed, under the Penalty of Leing reputed an Heretick : 
Such tor inſtance are thele, 

That Penance, Extream Uation, and Matrimm y, are truly and 

properly Sacraments. | 
That ao Man can be ſaved wo des ut confeſs to-a Prieſt, thoſe 
circumſtances of Mort al Sin which change the kind. 
That Matrimony confers Grace. | 
2. It is a Decrce of Faith, when the Canon runs in this form. 


et 


(e) $.186 {Ff) Ibid, (7.) Prima, & ea quidem manifefta, fi contrarium 
afſerentes judicentur pro, Hzreticis. Locor. Theolog. /. 5. c. 5. qu.4 (h) Afﬀerentes- 
contrarium perpetuo damnat & Anthematizar. Sefſ, 14. (.3 
m ipſos. Herericos, eorumque errores decernens Anathematiſmos, 
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If any Man thinks this or that, 1zt him be accarſed (4). As by 
this Rule the far greater part of the Propoſtions'defin'd by the 
Council, are made no Articles of Faith ; fo thoſe which are made 
fuch, are nons of the unqueſtionable Verities , but as much di- 
ſpated as any. For if I miſtake not, this word ſexſerit is but twice 
uſed by the Council in this Matter, wiz, Sef. 5. Chap. 5. 7his 
Concupiſcence which the Apoſtle ſomtimes calls fin, the holy Synod de- 
clares, the Catholick Church hath never underſtood to be call d Stn, 
_ becauſe jt is truly and properly Sin in the Regenerate ; but becauſe it 

proceeds from Sin, and inclines to Sin. But if any Man ſhall think 
the c:ntrary, let him be Azathema (1). And Sefl. 25: after the 
Decrees concerning the Interceſſjon and Invocation of Saints, the 
Veneration of Images and of Reliques, it is added , /f any Mar 
Jap? _ or think contrary to theſe Decrees, let him be Anathes- 
mai\m ). 

However by this Rule, all thoſe Propoſitions are condemned 
as Heretical, which are contrary to thoſe Decrees of the Twen- 
ty Fifth Seſſion, and to-the latter part of the Fifth Chapter of 
the Fifth Seſſion, ſuch (among many others ) are theſe, 

That Concupiſcence is truly and properly Sin. 
That it is repugnant to the Word of God, to pray to the Saints 
with Mental as well as Vocal Prayer. 

And the contrary to theſe made neceſlary Points of Faith. 

3. Another Rule laid down by Canus, by which it may be 
known, that a Decree contains Matter of Faith neceſſary to be 
believed, is this. If the Sentence of Excommunication be paſs'd up- 
on thoſe who ſhall contradiF ( or ſpeak againſt it .) (2). Now by 
this Rule, not only all thofe diſputable and falſe propoſitions be- 
fore mention'd, but almoſt all the DoCtrines defin'd by the Coun- 


( k.) Siquis hoc aur illud ſenſerir, Anathema fir. Canus ubi ſupra. (1) Hanc 
Concupiſcentiams quam aliquando Apoſtolns peccatum appellar, ſanCta Synodus de- 
clarat Eccleſfiam Catholicam, nunquam inrellexifle peccarum appellari, quod vere & 
.proprie in renaris peccatuin fir'; ſed quia ex peccato eſt, & ad peccatum inclinat. Si- 
quis autem contririum -/23/erit anathema fit '(» } Siquis autem his decretis 
contraria docuetit aur ſenſerit Anarhema fir. '(#2 ) Tertia-eſt, 6 in eos qui contra- 
dixerint ( not contra ſenſerint ) Excommunicationis fententra ipſo jure feracur, ibid. 
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cil, are made Articles of Faith neceſſary to-bebelicved ; becauſe 
an Anathema 15 denounced, not only againſt thoſe who ſhall zeach 
or preach, or in publick diſpute, defend the contrary Propoſitions, 
or ſay that the Church hath.err'd in defining them; but againſt 
thoſe who ſhall but barely ſay the contrary to any of them. 

And is it not ſtrange, that R. #7. ſhould overlook this Rule ? 
But he'is to beexeuſed, becauſe hisdeſign was to put a favoura- 
ble gloſs upon this odtous part of the Gouncil : Or we may cha» 
ritably ſuppoſe, that the ſight of ſo many terrible Anathema's, 
put him into ſuch a Fright, that he forgot himſelf. 

4. The firſt part of the Fourth Rule, teaches that Doctrine to 
be neceſſary, concerning which it is expreſly faid, 7hat 7t is firn- 
ly to be believed 9 all the Faithful ( 0-). By which Rule the 

zhole Dodtrine of Juftification, Sell; 6. will be found to be de 
Fide ; becauſe the Synod ſays, Except a Man 'do faithfully aud 
firmly receive it, he cannot be juſtified' (p).- And the laſt Clauſe 
of this Rule is of fuch latitude, .(viz. by other like wards ſomes 
thing be ſaid to be contrary to the Goſpel, or the Dotrine of the 
Apoſtles) that it may be extended to almoſt all the Doctrinal De- 
Crees, 

There is another note: propofed by Canus, before theſe Four 
already mentioned, which is of ſuch large extent, that there are 
very tew, if any of the Definitions of 7rext, that will nor fall 
within the compaſs of it. *Tis inſhort this, | 

5. The Dottrine of Conncils if propoſed to the whole Church , if 
propoſed alſo with an Obligation of believing it, is a neceſſary point 
of Faith (q). Now I think no Doctrine defined by the Council 
of Trent, 1s limited to any particular Church ; or that any one 
can be named, which a Romaniſt will fay, is not propoſed to the 


( 0 ) Quarta, fi quicquam expreſſe & proprie a fidelibus firmiter credendum, aur 
tanquam dogma Fidei Catholicz accipiendum dicatur , vel aliis fimilibus verbis 
aliquid efſe Evangelio doftrinzve Apoſtolorum contrarium: ibid, ( p) =—— Poſt 
hanc Carholicam de Juſtificaxtone Dodtrinam, ' quam nifi quiſq; fideliter, firmiterque 
receperir, juſtificari non poterir. '- ' (9) Iraq, ſummarum- Pomificuin, Cori- 
ciliorumq; doctrina,  roti Eccleſiz proponatur.,' ff -eum | abligatiane etiain- cre- 
dendi proponatur , tum vero-.de fidei cauſa- judicium eſt © | bs 
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Church Univerſal ; in like manner as the Council expreſly pro- 
poſes thoſe of Sell.x 4. to be believed and held of all Chriſtians (7). 
And that the Synod intended ( what in them lay ) to oblige all 
thoſe to whom they were propoſed, to believe them, is manifeſt 
by thoſe Curſes it thunders out againſt all thoſe who ſhall dare to 
contradict them. 

[think it is now evident, That by Canas his Rules, all the Ca- 
nons of the Council of Trezt, in which Perſons are Anathema- 
tzzed barely for affirming or denying ſuch or ſuch a Propoſition, 
do enjoyn aſſent under Anathema to the contradi&tory Propoſition. 

I nced not inſiſt upon what R. . quotes to the fame purpoſe 
out of Bell/armine; not only becauſe he himſelf ſays,7t is much what 
the ſame ; but becauſe Be/larmine himſelf ſpeaks doubtfully of it, 
and dares not truſt to it. For after he has told us, what words 
a Council uſes when a Decree is propoſed as a matter of Faith, 

he concludes, When they ſay none of theſe things, it is ut certain 
that it is a matter of Faith (5). It is certain it ſeems, that it is, when 
a Council uſes fuch words ; but it not certain that it is not, when 
it does not uſe them. 

But be it ſo; Yer fays R. H. (t), The contrary to ſuch Propo- 
fitions, the maintainers whereof , are Anathematiz'd as Hereticks, 
is not hereby made by the Council an Article of Faith, in ſuch a 
ſenſe. 1. As if it were made a Divine truth now, which was not 
Jo formerly. The Council was Modeſt, in not aſſuming to it ſelf a 
power of making Divine Truths, But in caſe they were not Di- 
vine Truths formerly , and by conſequence they are not fuch 
now ; ( in that the C:runcil did not make thiſe Divine Truths 
which were not ſuch formerly ), did it not arrogate a little too 
much, in obliging men under a curſe, to believe them to be Di- 
vine Truths? Or 2. As ſuch Divine Truths were not alſo revealed 


(r) Hxc ſunt quz de Pcenitentiz & extremz UnCtionis Sacramentis hzc San- 
Ca OccumenicaSytodus profiretur & docer, arque omnibus Chriſti Fidelibus credenda . 
& tenen propenit. (5) Quando avtem nihil horum dicunt , non eſt certum, 
rem eſſe de fide. Dc Council. 1.-2. c. 12- ( « ) Cap. 11. $. 192. | 
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aad declared to be fo formerly , either in the ſame Expreſſions, or 

ia its neceſſary Principles. It will not, I ſuppoſe, be pretended, 

as to moſt of the Propoſitions before mention'd, as falſe or doubt- 

ful, that they were formerly declared Articles of Faith in the 

ſame Expreſſions. It will then be well worth the knowing , 
what were thoſe Principles, thoſe neceſſary Principles, in which 
theſe Articles, for inſtance, were formerly declared, viz. That 
the Lights, Odours and Veſlments uſed in the Maſs, are of Apoſto- 
lical Tradition; That the Church of Rome ts the Mither of all 
Churches. Or 3. As if any ſuch thing were nww neceſſary explicite- 
ly to be known, or believed — ratione medi, fa attaining 
Salvation, which was not ſo formerly. Then none of the Propo- 
fitions before mention'd, are now neceſfary to be believed, ra- 
tione medii, Or 4. As if there might not be ſuch a ſufficient pro- 
poſal made to us of ſuch a Point formerly, as that from this, we had 
then an Obligation to believe it, If there was fuch a ſufficient Pro- 
poſal formerly of all Points determin'd by the Council, how 
came it to paſs, that many of them were not known to be Divine 
Truths ; no, not by thoſe Perſons who could not be ignorant of 
{ſuch a Propofal, it any ſuch had been? I mean the moſt Learned 
Men of that Church; not thoſe who were ſfuſpe&ted to have 
too much kindneſs for Hereticks, viz. Eraſmus, Caſſander, Wice- 
lius, G&c. but the ſtouteſt Champions of the Papacy, and thoſe 
of higheſt Authority in that Church, next to the Pope himſelf; 
tuch as Cardinal Cajetan, who not long before the Council, taught 
things plainly contrary to divers of the Trent Decrees. Or 5. As 
if the Ign rance of ſuch Point before the Definition of a Council , 
might not be ſome loſs in order to our Salvation. Some lofs! A man. 
then it ſeems might have been faved, who held the contrary, 
yet ſo as by fire. That Sin therefore, which was but Yenzal be- 
fore the Definition of the Council, became Mortal after it. A- 
nother new Article, which the Council forgat to define. 

But if not.in this, nor that, nor tother ſenſe, -in what ſenſe at 
laſt, after all theſe Limitations and Exceptions, are theſe Points 
made, by the Councils defining m_ Articles of Faith 2 Why, 

in 
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in no ſenſe; for they were Articles of Faith before ; the ogly dif- 
ference is, that they were then leſs neceſſary, now more neceſſa- 
ry to be believed : For by the Councils defining them, they are made 
neceſſary to be believed in ſome degree of neceſſity, wherein they were 
not before (4). But till it be proved, that they were neceſſary to 
be believed before, by ſome better Argument, than barely fay- 
ing ſo, we ſhall hardly be perſwaded that they arc more zece(ſ7- 
ry to be believed ſince. 

But how comes it to be more neceſſary now than formerly, 
to believe theſe new old Articles > By reaſon of a more evident 
Propoſal of them, when the Council (whoſe Judzment we are bound 
to believe and ſubmit to) declares them to be Divine Truths (w), 
But how come we to be bound to believe and ſubmit to the 
Judgment of the Council of Trent 2 Was it a Council of the 
Catholick Church 2 No, but of the Rowan Church only. Does 
the Church of Eng/and owe any Subjection to the Church of 
Rome > No, that Church had never any Dominion over her, 
but what was Uſurpt. Had the Church of Exg/and any Repre- 
ſentatives in the Council 2 No, in the Catalogue of the Biſhops, 
one Britiſh Biſhop is mentioned, ( viz. Tho. Goduclus, Biſhop of 
St. Aſaph) but he had no Commiſſion from this Church. Have 
the Decrees and Canons of the Council been ſince received by 
the Church of Erg/and 2 No. Will it not then be a hard matter 
to prove, that the Members of this Church are bound to ſub- 
mit to the Judgment of this Council > And yet we ſhall readily 
ſubmit to it ; Firſt, In caſe it be once proved, (which this Au- 
thor ſuppoſes, and takes for granted.) that this Council was In- 
fallible. Or 21y, Suppoſing it hath errd, (which is moſt notori- 
ous) That it is our Duty to aſſent to its Errors as Divine Truths. 

What he fays afterward of the obligation that lies upon us 
from the Definition of the Church (x), 1s the fame thing repeat- 
ed ; becauſe by the Church, he means no more than the Roma# 
Church aſſembled at Trent : And therefore the Church of England 
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in not ſubmitting to her, is no way defective in her Duty of Obe- 
dience, becauſe the owes no obedience to her. 

But are not the Points themſelves defined, fuch as require our 
acceptance 2 Becauſe they are ſuch as are ſome way profitable 
to our Salvation, ſome way advantageous to Gods Glory , ſome 
way conducible to Chriſtian Edification, to the Peace of the 
Church, &c. (y). I wiſh he had told us what way: for it is hard 
to conceive, that 1t 1s avy way more profitable to our Salvation, 
to believe with the Coincil of Trent, that Concupiſcence is 
not Sin, than to believe with St. Paul that it is (z). That 
it is auy way more advantageous to Gods Glory, to believe 
with the Council, that there is no Divine Precept for the Laity to 
receive the Euchariſt in both Kinds (a), than to believe with Pope 
Gelaſias, that it is Sacrilege to divide that Myſtery (5). That 
it is any way more conducible to Chriſtian Edification, to believe 
that the' Books of Maccabees are Canonical, than to believe with 
Pope Gregory the Great, that they are not (c). That it is any way 
more Subſervient to the Peace of the Church, to believe that the 
Church of Rome is the Mother of all Churches, than to believe 
with the ſecond General Council, that Jeruſalem is (d ). 

I ſhall not inſiſt upon the Bull of Pizs IV. by which all 
men are excluded from Salvation, who do not er not only 
to all matters defined , and declared by the Council of Trent ; © 
but by other General Councils; becauſe , what I undertook is al- 
ready ſo fully proved, that it needs no additional Evidence. Tt 
may ſuffice to make three brief Remarks upon R. 7's. Diſcourſe 
in Vindication of it, in his four next Sections. 

r. In that he fays, The Clauſe (hc eſt Fides Catholica ext 
quam nemo Salvus) 7s a Declaration of the Pope, and can have no 
more Authority than other Papal Decrees (e). Thereby plainly 
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(7) Ibid, (7) Rom. 7. 7. (a) Seſf. 21. Cap. 1. (b) De Conſecrar. Dift. 
2.C: 12.  _ - (c) Greg. Moral. Expoſ. in Job l. 19. c. 17. (4) Ths Is untpde 
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intimating that a Papal Decree is of leſs Authority than that of 
a general Council ; What can be faid more abſurd, when ſpoken 
with re{pect to the Council of Trent 2 Since this Council did not 
only again and again expreſly own the Pope for their Lord; (f) but 
did alio humbly Petition him, that he would vouchfafe to con- 
firm their Decrees ('g), and many other ways acknowledge his 
Superiority over them, as will afterward more fully appear. 

2. He ſays, Whatever Profeſſion of Faith is made in the Bull, 
tt concerneth not any Perſon, ſave thoſe who enter into Religious Or- 
ders, or into ſome Ecclefraſtical Benefice ( h ). It concerns not any 
fave them to make this Profeſſion ; but the Faith profeſſed, fo far 
concerns all, that (if the Pope do not err) no Man can be faved 
without it. And one part of this Faith is an aſſent to all the De- 
finitions of the 7rext Council : For the words are theſe, 41 other 
things likewiſe do I undoubtedly receive and profeſs, which are de- 
liver 'd, defnd, and declared by the Sacred Canons and general 
Councils, and eſpecially by the holy Council of Trent. Then it follows, 
This true Catholick Faith without which no Man can be ſaved, 
which at this time I willingly profeſs,&c.( 3 ) So that the Faith pro- 
feſſed concerns every Perſon, as much as his Salvation does ; 
tho' making a Profeſſion of it in the Solemn form here preſcribed, 
concerns Church-men only. 

3. He adds, Theſe Perſons are not therein obliged to believe the 
Articles or Canons of Trent, in any other ſenſe than that which we have 
but now mentioned (k). That is, in any other ſenſe than that which 


| Decrevit integrum negotium ad San#:ſſimum Dominum noſtrum eſſe 

referendum. Decret.Super Per.Conceſs.Calicis Sefl.22. ( g ) In Decreto de fine Con- 
cilii. Qua propter nos Johannes Cardinalis Moronus, & Ludovicus Cardinalis, Simoneta 
humiliter petimus nomine dicti Concilii Oecumenici Tridentini, ut ſanctiras 
veſtra dignetur confirmare omnia & ſingula,quz tam ſub. fel. rec. Paulo iii: & Julio iii. 
quam ſub SanCtirate Veſtra in eo decreta & definira ſunt. Confirmat Concilii. (hb) c. 
Ii. $. 194» (;) Cxrera item omnia a ſacris Canonibus, & Oecumenicis Conciliis, 
ac przcipue a ſacroſancta Tridentina Synodo tradita, definita & declarara indubiranter 
recipio atque profiteor ; ſimulque contraria omnia, atq; hzreſes quaſcunq; ab Eccle- 
fa damnarus & rejectas & anathemarizatas, Ego pariter damno, rejicio'& anathema- 
tizo. Hanc veram Catholicam fidem , extra quam nemo ſalvus efle poreſt, &c. 
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is falſe; as has been already thewed in my Reflections upon 


I92. 

And for that Clauſe of the Bull ( hzc vera Catholica fides extra 
quam nem» ſaluus effe poteft ) if we take it in that limited ſenſe, 
which R. #7. himſelf contends for, viz. That n2 Perſon can be ſaved, 
who oppoſeth'or denieth afſent to any point therein, when ſufficient] 
evidenced to him;to be a Definition of the Church ( 1 ); this abſurdity 
unavoidably follows, viz. That no Man to whom it is ſufficient- 
ly evidenced, That the Councils of Conſtance (m) and Bah (2), 
defined a general Council to be above the Pope ; and the Coun- 
cils of Florence ( 0 ) and Lateran V. ( p ) defin'd the Pope to be 
above a General Council: That the Sixth General Council declared 
Marriage to be diſſolv'd by Hereſie, (q and the Council of 
Trent declared the contrary, (7) can be ſaved unleſs he aſſent to 
theſe Contradictions. Which we confeſs it would be our Duty 
to do, in caſe he had once proved that thefe Councils were all 
infallible ; which he can never attempt with any ſucceſs, till he 
has firſt proved, that both parts of x ContradiCtion may be true. 

As a Confirmation of his foregoing Diſcourſe, he adds-in the 
next Section ; That the moſt or chiefeſt of the Proteſtant Contro- 
werfies defined or made de Fide in the Councilof Trent, were made 
ſo by former Councils of equal Obligation ; or- alſo+ were contained 
in the _ Liturges of the Catholick Church (s ). By former Coun- 
cils of equal Obligation, he can mean no leſs than General Coun- 
cils , or ſuch at leaſt as the Church of Rome calls ſo. Now we 
freely grant without his asking, that many of- the Romiſh 
Errors both in Doctrine and Worſhip, were defined and made 
de Fide by ſuch preceding Councils; ſuch are thoſe I have 
before mention'd, not as firſt defined, but as confirmed by 
the Council of Trent. So that ſetting aſide all-thoſe which 
were aded by Pizs IV. and the Trent Fathers, we deſire no more 
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to juſtifie the Reformation made before that Council afſembled : 
But as the Reformation was neceſſary before, ſo (to uſe the words 
of our Author) it became neceſlary afterward in a new degree of 
meceſſity, by reaſon of thoſe new Errors defined by the Council. 
For how many ſoever the other Proteſtant Controverſies were, de- 
fined by former Councils ; not ſo much as one of thoſe, I have 
before inſtanced in,was ſo defined. There are no more than three 
of them, that can be ſuppoſed to be comprehended in the Cata- 
logue R. H. hath given us of the Controverſies before defined : 
I. That of the Canon of Scripture. 2. That of Confeſſion towa 
Prieſt as neceſſary by the Law of God. 3. That of the true and 
proper Sacrifice of the Maſs. 

The Firſt of theſe, he fays, was declared by the Council of 
Florence, But that's a Cheat firſt impoſed upon the World by 
 Caranza, who mentions this in Pope Eugenius's Decree given to 
the Armenians ( t ). | 

2. The great Lateraz Council did, I grant, enjoyn Confeſſion 
_ toa Prieft once a year ; but not from the Obligation of 'any Di- 
vine Law, that was the Invention of, the Council of Trex. 

3. He could, it ſeems, find no Decree of any foregoing Coun- 
cil, for the Sacrifice of the Maſs ; but he has found fomething 
elſe, which he hath. put in.its room, as if it were of as good Au- 
thority ;'tho' in plain contradiction to what he aſſerts about 
half a Page after; where he tells us, that the Definitions of Coun- 
cils only requires fubmittance. But what fays he tor the Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs 7: zs, he ſays, apparent in the Liturgies of the 
Church preceding the Council of Trent. Is it 10? and fo is the 
ſtory of the Seven Sleepers (4), :and many more which are fit 
for nothing, but to move. Indignation: or Laughter. And 
are theſe all Articles of Faith too? But if all Matters de- 
livered in the Liturgies of the Church before the Council of 7 rex, 
were Matters of Faith ; how came the Trent Fathers to think it 


tt) Summa Concil: p. $73, 874. Edir, Rothomag. 1633e (u) Breviarium ad 
uſum Ecclef. Sarisburienſ, 
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neceſſary to corre&t many things in their Miſhl and Breviary 3 
And how many Articles of Faith are now loſt, by being left out 
of the reformed Breviary of Pope Pius V. fo that how much 
ſoever we owe them for their new Articles, we are little behold- 
ing to them for robbing us of ſo many old; and thoſe ſome of 
them very pleaſant ones. And yet the loſs is,the leſs, becauſe 
they were ſuch, as they themſelves were aſhamed any longer 
to own to the world. 

And yet after all, it is to be conſidered , That a Sacrifice is one 
thing, and a true and proper Sacrifice is another. As the Church 
of England, and, I ſuppoſe, every other Proteſtant Church aſlerts 
a Sacrifice ; fo, I fear, no Liturgy of the Church of Rome can be- 
produced, preceding the Council of Trent, in which it 1s called 


a true and proper Sacrifice. 


But &. ZH. will fay, What need of Proof, when this 1s no more 
than what ſeems to be acknowledged by Biſhop Brambhal, (w). 
It would be hard, if after the Romi/ſh Artillery is defeated, we 
ſhould at laſt be beaten with our own Weapons. But let us hear 
the Biſhop's words. Theſe very Points, faith he, which Pope Pius 
IV. comprehended in a new Symbol or Creed, were obtruded upon us 
before by his Predeceſſors, as neceſſary Articles of the Roman 
Faith. This is the only difference, that Pius IV. dealt in groſs, his 
Predeceſſors by retail ; they faſhion'd the ſeveral rods, and he bound 
them up into a bundle. (x) And what then 2 Theſe Points were 
obtruded upon us before b >y Pope Pius's Predeceſſors, therefore they 
were defined by former General Councils. Where lies the con- | 
ſequence > Were General Councils, Pope Pius his Predecef- 
forsz Or were the Popes ( his Predeceſſors ) genepal Coun- 
cils > But beit fo, that Popes only, and not Councts, were his 
Predeceſlors ; yet by the help of an (3. e.) thoſe rods which 
were faſhion'd by Popes, were faſhioned by Councils too; For 
they (viz. the Popes) faſhioned the rods, i. e. in the Synods held in 
the C hurch before Luthers appearance (y) - As if the Pope had not 
authority to make a rod without a Synod. Notwithſtanding 


(w) $. 198. (x) Tom, 1. Diſc. 3. p.222, (3) R B. 6 11, $, 198, 
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the good ſervice this Author hath done his Holineſs here in Exg- 
land, were he at Rome, he would be whipt for his pains with a 
Rod of the Popes own making, for derogating ſo much from his 
Authority, in ſetting a Synod above him. And yet after all, I 
think no Romaniſt will be able to produce any General Council 
before Luthers time, in which any one of thoſe Rods, I have kbe- 
fore mention'd, was faſhion'd by the Pope. | 

But, The Proteſtants who accuſe, ſeem as guilty (z). In that the 
Proteſtants ſeem as guilty, it'is confels'd that the Council of Trext 
is really guilty. The Proteſtants perhaps ſeem as guilty to him ; 
that they but ſeem ſo, will eaſily be made appear. For whatever 
new Definitions the Proteftants have made in oppoſition to the 
new Romiſh Errors, they do not make them ſuch neeeſfary Arti- 
cles of their Faith, as that without the beliet of them, no man 
can be ſaved. 'There is nothing in all this Section, nor in all his 
tedious Diſcourſe upon this ſubjx& in another place (a), that looks 
toward the proof of this, except this paſſage ; 4s the Roman 
Church doth anathematize thoſe, who affirm the contrary to her Ar- 
ticles to be true ; ſo doth the Church of England, in ihe Synd held 
under King James, 1603. Can 5.excommunicate thoſe that affirm any 
of her Articles to be erroneous. How unfaithfully is this repre- 
{ſented ! does the Church of Rome anathematize thoſe only who 
efirm the contrary to her Articles to be true 2 Does ſhe not alſo 
expreſly anathematize thoſe who think the contrary to ſeveral 
of them (4)2 and that in Points, not only - denied by Prote- 
ſtants, but by ſome of her own Children 2 Yea, does the not make 
all thoſe Propoſitions, Articles of her Faith neceſlary to be belicy- 
ed, which..are contrary to thoſe' propoſitions to which in the 
Canons an Anathema is affixed 2 (as has been already proved out 
of Caxuus, whom our Author has made Judge of this Controverſy ) 
Yea, does not he himſelf tell us again and again, That any mau 
who denies Aſſent to auy Point when ſuficiently evidenced to him 
to be a Definition of the Churab, is guilty of ſuch a fin, which unre- 


 (0)R HS. 199. (4) Diſc, 3-c.7. (b) Sefſ. 5. c: 5. Sg. 25. 6.2. 
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pented of, ruins Satvation (c) > He fays indeed, not becauſe it” is 


in it ſelf, for the matter, neceſſary to be believed ; bur becauſe 
it is defined by the Church, which is 7»fa!libly aſſiſted. But does 
not this render the 'Tyranny of the Roman Church, fo much the 
more intolerable, unleſs he alfo prove, that the is in all her Defini- 
tions ſo infallibly aſſiſted > Which if he once do, no Proteſtant, I 
preſume, will ever again call in queſtion any of her Propoſals. 

But now the Church of £Exg/and does not require any man to 
believe that all her deciſions, contrary to thoſe of Rome, are ne- 
ceſſfary Points of Faith ; She cenſures no man for thinking, but on- 
ly for ſpeaking or adting; and not for faying, That all her DoQrine 
is not i»fallibly true, but that any part of it is falſe ; She excom- 
municates thoſe only, who affirm, that her Articles are erroneous: 
But now what a wide difference is there, between not faying;that 
they are erroneous, and ſaying, that they are neceſſary ; ten thou- 
ſand Propoſitions may be true, which are no ncoalfieg Points of 
Faith. | | 

This is yet further evident, by the ſubſcription required of 
thoſe who are admitted to holy Orders, or to any Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefice. What is it they ſubſcribe to > That the Book of. Com- 
mon-Prayer was compos'd by men infallibly aſſiſted > That the 
39 Articles are as neceſlafy as the Apoſtles Creed > No. But r. 
That the Book of Common-Prayer, and of ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts, 
aad Deacons, containeth in it n1thing contrary to the word of God, and 
that it may lawfully be uſed(d.)Can a thing be ſpoken with greater 
Modeſty ? In what a different ſtile does the Council of Trent ſpeak 
of the Canon of the Maſs 2 The ſacred Canm 1s ſo free from all er- 
ror, that n1thing is contain d in it, that doth not in the higheſt degree 
ſawur of Flineſs (e ). 2. That he alloweth the book of Articles 
of Religion ( alloweth only ) ; and that he acknowledgeth all and 
every the Articles therein contained to be azreeable to the word of 


þ | 
— —C_c 
R—— 


i ——. 


(c ) Confiderat. S. 192. 194. Diſc. 3-S $1.n. 4,5, 6. ( 4) Can. 36. Arr. 2, 3+ 
(e ) —Ia ab omni errore purum, ut nihil in e> contineatur, quod non maxime 
ſanCtitatem, ac pieratem quandam redolear. Sefl. 22.'c. 4. 3 


P God ; 


110 The Vanity of 


Gerd (f); And every thing is agreeable to the Word of God , 
that is no way contrary to it; and ſo thouſands of Propoſitions, 
which are far enough remote from being Articles of Faith, 


But now in what a lofty ſtrain does the Subſcription to Piug's 


Creed run 2 Af things delivered, defined and declared by Sacred 
Canons, Univerſal Councils, and eſpecially by the Council of Trent, 
I undoubtedly receive and confeſs; and withal I Condemn, Rejet 
and Accurſe all things contrary, and all Herefies whatſoever, con- 
demned, rejefted and accurſed by the Church, This tru? Catholick 
Faith, without which no man can be ſaved, which at preſent I freely 
pro{efs, and truly hold, I the ſame N. do Promiſe, Vow and Swear, 
moſt coa/tantly to retain and confeſs intire and inviolate to the laſt 
zaſp ; ard to take care to the uttermoſt of my Power, that it be Held, 
7 auzht and Preached by thoſe that are under me, or ſuch as I ſhall 
have charge over in my Office (g ). | 

Again,. Can. 6. of the Synod held under Charles I. Ann 1640. 
the torm of Subſcription runs thus, 7 A. B. do Swear, that I do 
_ approve, and frucerely acknowledg the Doitrine and Diſcipline eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church of England, as containing 24 things neceſſary 
zo Salvation. Not that all things contained in then, are necel- 
fary to Salvation ; but that all things neceſlary to Salvation are 
contain'd in them. By what hath been faid, it plainly appears, 
That there are other main differences between the tw: Churches, in 
making new Definitions, and requiring aſſent to them, keſides thoſe 
mention'd by. R. Z7. (h). And it might as eaſily have been ſhew'd, 
That thoſe very differences are by him not fairly repreſented. 

+ have, I think, ſufficiently proved, That the Council of Trex, 

inſtead of making any Reformation in Faith and Worſhip, did 
on the contrary, not only confirm theſe Corruptions it found , 
but ſuperadded many to them. 

2. Nor did it only cauſe a greater Deformity in Faith and 
Worlhip, but in Diſcipline too. This will be evident, by ſhewing 
theſe two things: 1. What Corruptions in Diſcipline were 


(f) Ibid, {(g) Balla ſyper forma Jurament Profef, Fidei. (h) $ 201. 
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ſKrengthned and confirmed by it. 2. What were created, or 
mtroduced anew. 

1. What Corruptions in Diſcipline were ſtrengthned and con- 
firmed by it. Not that I intend a compleat Enumeration of Par- 
ticulars, (that would be too tedious a Work) but only to men- 
tion ſome of the greater,and fo comprehenſive of miſchief, that 
as long as they remain, 'tis in vain to hope for any good Retor- 
mation in Diſcipline. -<] | 

7. The Popes Abſolute Supremacy, or his Superiority over a 
General Council (which tho a point of Doctrine, is the chief 
point of Diſcipline too ). I grant what R. #. fays, That this 
paſſed not from the Council as any Decree (i), But if the Coun- 
cil be Infallible, Is it not the fame thing to acknowledg, That he 
hath the Adminiſtration of the Univerſal Church, as they expreſly 
do in one of their Decrees (#)?> Burt, ſuppoſe there was not a 
word in any Decree that looked this way ; is it not enough 
that their Actions loudly declared it > Did they not in all cates 
confult his Holineis as their Oracle > Was any thing almoſt 
treated of without his Direction?Was any thing determined with- 
out his leave 2 Did they not ſubmit all their Decrees to him, to 
be either diſpenſed with , or interpreted to what ſenſe he plea- 
ſed 2 Does not the whole Conduct of the Council from the bc- 
ginning to the end ſpeak his Superiority 2 Was it not convened, 
continued, tranſlated, ſuſpended, diſſolved by the Popes com- 
mand 2 In a word, did they not in all things behave themſelves 
towards him, as their Lord and Maſter 2 And is not a conſtant 
Tenor of Actions, a more real owning of his Supremacy, than 
the largeſt Recognition in Words only 2 Does not the Repre- 
ſentative of the Nation more efſectually acknowledg the 
Kings Sovereignty, by coming and going at his command ; 
by acting, or taſpending their ating, as he directs ; by. ſubmit- 
ting all their Reſolves to him, and acknowleding that what-" 
ſoever they do, is of no force unleſs confirmed by him ; than by 


_— 


(i) $ 155. (k) Sel. 25. c. 1, de Reformar. general. 
| & - - barely 


T12 The Vanity of 


barely 5Ying 2 thouſand times over, That he is their Sovereign 
Lord (/)? 

But there is no need of reaſoning for the proof of this ; ſince 
Cardinal Pa/lavicino tells us in one place, That the Fathers of the 
Council did not ſo much as call it into queſtion (m). And in another, 
That o parts of ren were for the Popes Prerogative above a Coun> 
«al (n). 


2. The Exemption of Eccleſiaſticks from the Juriſdiion of 


Temporal Princes. 'This Immunity the Council tells vs, is by the 
appointment of God ; and therctore Decrees and Commands , 
That the Sacred Crnws, azd all General Councils, and other Papal 
Conſtitutions in favour of Eccleſta/tical Perſons, and the Liberty of 
the Church (all which by this preſeat Decree it renews) ought to le 
exactly obſerved by all men (0). 

Now the Immunities of the Clergy, which are faid to be eila- 
bliſhed Ly General Councils, and Papal Conſtitutions, are theſe; 
and ſuch like: That they take no Oath of Allegiance to their 
Prince (p). That they be not cited tor any Crime, before any 
Secular Judg (q). That they pav no manner of Taxes, without 
the Popes leave (r). Ina word, That they are not ſubject to 
the King, but the King ought to be ſubject to them, according 
to the Decretal of the fame Pope nent I. (f). And is not 
that Clurch like to be welt governed, and kept in excellent 
order, where ſo numerous and conſiderable a Body of men, as 
the Clergy, own no Subjection to, or dependance upon their 
Prince 2 

3. Another great Abuſe confirmed by this Council, is the Ex- 
communicating of Princes, and depriving them of their Domini- 
ons. It Decrees, That the Emperor, Kings, Dukes, Princes, Mar- 


(1) See Jur, RefleFions on Councils, Review of the Counc- of Tr. I. 4. C. 1, (m) De 
Fac autem abſoluta Juriſdictione Pontificis tanquam Eccleliz gubernandz neceſlaria, 
fEepius abunde differuimus. Neque Concilit Parres id 4n Controverfiam fadduxerunt, 
&c. Hift. Concil: Trident. 1. 9. c- 16. n. 4. (n) 1. 24. C. 14.n 12, (0) Self 25. 
Cap. 20, (p) Concil. Lateran- ſub Innocent. HI. Can. 43; (g) Bulla Pauli TIL 
Kdibus Aprilis, 1556. (x) Concil, Lateran, & 46, (/ } Decretal. 1, 1. Tit. 33. Cap. 6. 
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gueſſes, Farls, and all Temporal Lords, of what Title foever, who 
fhall grant a place for Duelling in their Dominions among, Chriſtians, 
ſhall eo ipſo, be Excommunicated, and Deprived of the Jariſditti- 
on and Dominion of the City, Caſtle or Place, where ſuch a Duel 
was permitted, if they were held in Fee from the Church; but if 
from others , then they ſhall eſcheat to their Principal Lords (t ). 
All Princes whatſoever (Sovereigns not excepted) are excom- 
municated ; all Feudatary Princes are moreover deprived of the 
Dominion of the Place where the Ducl 1s tought. | 
But we ſhall more fully underſtand what Liberty this Coun- 
cil hath taken to Fxcommunicate Princes, if we confuk fome of 
thoſe General Councils and Papal Conſtitutions, which m favour 
of Churchmen it renews and confirms. Pope Boniface VII. Ex- 
communicates by his Decretal, Emperors, Kings, Dukes, Counts, Ba- 
rons, and all other of whatſcever Preeminence, Condition er State, 
that ſhall impſe any Coll-ftion, Taxes, Tenths, &c. upm Church-. 
men, without the Popes leave ; together with all Eccteftaſtical Per- 
ſens that ſhall pay them (u), Which Decree, tho as to ſome in- 
tents revoked by C/ement V. (w), was intirely renewed by Leo X; 
in the filth Lateran Council (x). And Clement V. in the room 
of it, renewed two other Decrees more ancient: One of Pope 
Alexander III. the other of Pope 1nn:cent HI. which tho in ſome 
matters Jeſs Scandalous, yet as to the point I am now upon, 
were in efte& the fame. That of Zrnccent was paſſed in the great 
Lateran Council, in which were Twelve hundred Fathers, and 
by it, not only Conſ#!s and Governors of Cities, but others alſo, 
who ſhall preſume to burden Eccleſiaſticks with Tolls, "Taxes, 
Sc, are excommunicated ( y). And that the word -others, ex- 
tends to Kings and Princes, we are taught by no leſs Authority 
than the fifth Lateran Council (z), which is another of thoſe 
which the Council of Trext commands to be obſerved : Now this 
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Lateran Council having promiſed, That #9 Power 3 either by Dj- 
vine or Human Laws given, to Laymen over Churchmen; it inno- 
vates all the Conſtitutions of foregoing Popes, made in favour of 
Eccleſiaſtical Liberty, and inforces all the Penalties contain'd in 
Bulla Cane Domini : And particularly it Excommunicates Kings 
and Princes, who ſhall impoſe any Taxes upon Churchmen, or 
receive any from them , tho they pay them willingly (a). 

I might inſtance in many more, but it is needlets in a matter 
ſo notorious. The Bula Cane Domini, as it was publiſhed by 
Paul II. (without-thoſe Additions which have been ſince made) 
1s it ſelf alone an irrefragable Evidence of the Judgment of this 
Council, as to the excommunicating of Kings: For in that Bull, 
all ſecular Powers are excommunicated, who call any Fecleſtaſtical 
Perſons to their Tribunals,Courts, &c. (b), And this Bull was pub- 
liſh'd before the Convocation the 7rext Council,and twenty ſeven 
'years before the Decree mentioned was made by the Council, 
and therefore. was confirmed by it: And if any Prince ftands a 
year excommunicated, he is judged a Schiſmatick and Heretick ; 
and what puniſhment he is then liable to, I nced not tell you. 

4. Another groſs Abuſe confirm'd by this Council, is giving 
the Pope the Election into Biihopricks in foreign Dominions. As 
the form of Examination of Perſons fit to govern the-Churches 
in every Province, is to be approved by the Pope ; ſo when the 
Examination is finiſh'd, it is to be reduced into a publick Inſtru- 
ment, and ſent to him, to be examined by four Cardinals, and 
propoſed in Confiſtory ; that his Holineſs having full knowledg 
of the whole matter, and of the Perſons, it by the Examination 
and Inquiſition made, -they-ſhall be found fit, he may out of 
them profitably provide tor the Churches (c), 

5. The reſerving of all ſuch weighty criminal cauſes of Bi- 
ſhops, - as deſerve Depoiition and Deprivation, to the Popes: Cog- 
nizance and Deciſion. And it rhe Caule be ſuch, as it muſt necet- 
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farily be tried out of the Court- of Rome, that it be committed 
to none, Except ſuch Metropolitans and Biſhops as the Pope 
ſhajl chuſe : But that the Commiſſion be ſpecial, and ſealed 
with the Popes own Seal, and that he never give them any more 
Power, than barely to take Inſtruftion of matter of Fad, and 
to make the Proceſs, which they ſhall forthwith ſend to the 
Pope; the definitive Sentence being reſerved to his Holineſs (4 ). - 
Now as this, and the Abuſe next toregoing , are both intolera- 
ble Uſurpations upon the Rights of Princes ; fo they make the 
Biſhops in the whole Chriſtian Church, intirely dependent on 
the Pope; He may ſet them up, and pull them down at his Plea- 
ſure, And is not the Univerſal! Church like to be well governed, 
when all the Biſhops are at the Popes beck 2 

6. The Exemptions of Monaſtick Orders from the Juriſdiction 
of Biſhops. This Abuſe had been complain'd of long before, as 
the great bane of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and: the chief cauſe of 
the lewd and ſcandalous Laves of the Monks; and the Reformas 
tion of it was demanded of the Council by the Emperors Am- 
baſſadors (e). And what did the Council do in order to the re- 
moval of this grand Abuſe? Did they aboliſh all Exemptions al- 
ready granted, and forbid the granting of any more for the fu- 
ture 2 No, they ordained indeed, That no Secular Clerk, nor Re- 
gular, dwelling out of his Moneſtry, ſhould be: exempted (if he 
offended) from being viſited, puniſhed and corre&ted by the 
Ordinary of the place, As Delegate of the Apoſtolick See (f). 
That the Chapters of Cathedrals, and other greater Churches, 
by no Exemptions, Cuſtoms, Oaths, or Agreements, ſhould be 
freed from being viſited and corrected by their Biſhops, and other 
greater Prelats, by Apo/tolical Authority ( g ). That the Ordi- 
nary of the place, ſhall every year by the Apoſolical Authority, 
viſit all Churches, however exempted (hb). That all Secular 
Clerks notwithſtanding any Exemptions, Declarations, Cuſtoms, 


(d) Sefl. 24. Cap. 5. (e) Soav, p. $13- _(F) Sefl, 6. cap.3. * (g) Seſl E, 
C. 4. (hb) Sefl. 7. cap. 8. | 
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Oaths, Agreements , ſhall as oft as there is need, be corrected 
and chaſtized for their Exceſſes and Faults, by the Biſhops reſi- 
dent in their Churches, as Delegates of the Apoſtolick See (3). 
That the Monaſtries held in Commendam, the Abbies, Priories, 
&c.. not tied to a Regular obſervance, ſhall be viſited by the 
Biſhops, as Delegates of the Apoſtolick See (k). But for thoſe 
Monaſteries and other Religious houſes, in which they are ticd to 
Regular Obſervance, the Bithops ſhall provide by Paternal Admo- 
nition, that the Superiors obſerve their Regular Conſtitutions,and 
cauſe them to be obſerved by thoſe that are under them; and if 
within ſix months after Admonition,they do not viſit and correct 
them, then the Biſhops, as Delegates of the Apoſtelick See, may 
proceed to Viſitation and Correction. 

This is (as I take it) the ſum of what the Council hath de- 
creed concerning Exemptions. In which obſerve, 1. That the Bi- 
ſhops have nothing to do with any Regulars of what Order ſcever, 
who do not dwell out of their Religious houſes, in| caſe their 
Superiors take care, that they oEſerve the Rules ct their Order : 
By which, vaſt numbers of men are left at liberty to defie the 
Biſhops, and to create to them all manner of Moleſtation. 2. In 


caſe their Superiors neglect their Duty, 'the Biſhops cannot pro-. 


ceed to viſit, till they have firſt paternally admoniſhed them; 
and their ſix months further neglect,after ſuch Admonition. But 
3- That which TI chiefly obſerve is; That not only no Monaſte- 
ries, whether Regular, or not Regular, but not ſo much as any 
Churches or Chapters, are otherways ſubje&ted to the Bithops, 
than as they are the Popes Delegates, they act purely by a Power 
derived from him, which he may therefore either revoke, or 
contract at his Pleaſure. A fine Sham ! Are not the Biſhops high- 
ly promoted 2 They may now viſit and correct Churches, Chap- 
ters, Colleges, Monaſteries, Abbies, Priories, Provoſtihips: Yes ; 
 fofar, and ſo often as the Pope gives them leave. 


Qu. 


(z) Sefl. 14, cap. 4. . (k) Self, 21- cap. $. 
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We have ſeen that the 7rent Council was ſo far from making 
any real Reformation in Diſcipline, that it not only took no effe- 
&ual courſe for the removal of any Abuſe, but on the contrary 
confirmed many; and thoſe ſuch as were of all others moſt 
pregnant with miſchief. And yet this is not the worſt ; for as 
it confirmed the old, ſo 

2. It introduced many new Errors in matters of Diſcipline (as 
well as Dodtrine ) by which the Popes Tyranny was enlarged, 
and advanced to a higher pitch than ever. Several of which 
have been already mention'd, and therefore I ſhall not now in- 
large upon them. As 

I. The Decree of Proponentibus Legatis paſs'd in the firſt Seſ- 
fion under Pzus (1), That nothing ſhould be propoſed to be 
treated of in Council, but by the Popes Legats. A Priviledg ne- 
ver granted to any Pope, by any foregoing Council. 

2. The making of all their Decrees with the Reſervation of 
the Popes Authority (m), (as has been before ſhew'd). Another 
new Prerogative conferr'd on his Holineſs. 

' 3. The giving the Pope a Power to expound their Decrees (as 
we have alſo before heard in caſe any difficulty ariſe about the 
ſenſe of them, or a neceſſity of Declaration (x), which was ne- 
ver granted by any former Council, They might as well have 
left it to him to make them, as they in effect did, for nothing was 
decreed without firſt asking his leave. | 

The impoſing on Provincial and Dioceſan Synods an 


| Oath of true Obedience to the Pope (ov), another new piece of 


Tyranny ; for tho the Biſhops at their Conſecration fomerly took 
an Oath of bidelity to him ; yet never before was any Oath impo- 
- w_ them, when met together in Provincial and Dioceſan 
ynods. 
5. Uſurping the Rights of Biſhops, by making them the Pope 
Delegates 1n matters which belong to their Ordinary Juriſdi- 


(1) Sell. 17, (m) Sell. 7. & Sefl, 25, cap. 21. (#) Sel. 25. (o) Sefl. 25. cap. 2. 
| tion. 
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&ion (p). Whereas anciently every Biſhop governed his own 
Dioceſs, without Dependence upon, or Subordination to the 
Pope; by the Laws of Trent, they can do almoſt nothing, unleſs 
by Delegation from him. May Biſhops provide Vicars to ſupply 
the room of ſuch Clergymen as are diſpenſed with for non-reſt- 
dence, and aflign them a competent Salary out of the Fruits 2 
Not by their own Authority , but as they are Delegates of the 
Apoſtolick See (q). May they depute Aſſiſtants to unlearned and 
ignorant Pariſh Prieſts > They may , as Delegates of the Apoſte- 
lick See (r). May they take upon them to Examine a Notary, 
and if they find him unfit, forbid him the Exerciſe of his Office 
in Eccleſiaſtical matters > Yes, but as Delegates of the Apoſtolick 
See (s). But ſurely in matters which belong to Vilitation, 
and the Corre&tion of Manners, the Biſhops may of themſelves 
ordain and execute thoſe things which they judg neceſlary for 
the good of their People, and for the profit of the Church : No, 
but only as Delegates of the Apoſtolick See (t). This is the en- 
Pen of the Biſhops Power , which R. #7. ſo much boaſts 
of (4). 

Many more Inſtances of like nature might be produced, but 
theſe may ſuffice to ſhew how palpably untrue that Aſlertion of 
Pallavicino's is, viz. That there is not ſo much as one Syllable in 
this Council for any new Emolument to. the Pope (w). And how un- 
juſtly the ſame Cardinal charges Soave with falſity for faying , 
That this Council hath ſo eſtabliſked the Popes Power, that it was 
newer ſo great, nor ſo ſolidly founded (x). And likewite, that R. 77, 
had as little reaſon to carp at a like paſſage of Dr. Sti/ling fleet's, 
viz. That which was intended to clip the Wings of the Court of 


(p) Epiſcoporum poteſtas non folum non aucta, ſed ex ea multum delibatum eſt ; 
cum ea poteſtas que ipſorum propria eſt, & ex Dei inſtituro iis attribura, iis ranquam 
a ſede Apoſtolica delegatis concedatur , Thuan. |. 6.c.2. Review of the Council of 
Trent. 1.6, c. 2. (0g) Seff. 6. cap. 2. (r) Seſl 21. cap. 6, (5) Sefl. 22. cap. 10: 
(ce) Seff. 24, cap. 10. (u) Conſiderat. on the Comncil of Trent, c. 12.S211 («) In 
hoc Concilio ne una quidem conſpicitur ſyllaba pro novo Pontificis Emclumento. Ap- 
parat, ad hiſt, c, 1&6 bt» 3, (x) Ibid. 


Rome, 
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me, had confirmed and advanced the Intereſt of it (y ). For 
; as all thoſe Decrees, that might otherwiſe have retrenched their 
Exorbitances, were themſelves ſo clipt by Exceptions or Reſtri- 
Ctions, or by ſome other Counter Decree, that they could effect 
nothing ; ſo many other Decrees were made, by which the In- 
tereſt of the Pope and his Court were highly promoted ; parti- 
cularly this laſt mention'd, of deriving all Furiſdiition from the 
Pope, by making all other Biſhops his Vicars and Conmiſſaries. 
And therefore no wonder, that his Holineſs was tranſported 
with Joy, and gave immortal Thanks, that the Council had ſuch 
an happy Iſſue (z). For (to uſe the words of D4 Ranchin) you 
ſhall never read of any Council that was ſo much to the Popes He. 
nour and good liking as this. Amongſt ſo many Bulls and Conſtlitu- 
tions which have come forth ſince , you ſhall ſcarce find any which 
doth not make mention of this Council , which doth not name it with 
Honour, which d1th not expreſs an earneſt defire of the obſervation 
of it, and which doth not in ſome ſort confirm it. Among all the 
Councils that ever were, no compare with this for Reverence and Re- 
ſpe. Tt hath quite defaced and extinguiſhed the memory of all the 
reſt, It is their Minion, their Favourite, their Champion, their 
Arſenal, their Bulwark, their Proteftor, their Creature, and good 
Reaſon why they ſhould make ſo much of it (*). 


——————————_— 


— 


(y) Conſiderat, c. 12. $ 103. (x) Pallav.l. 24. c, 9.n. 5. (*) Review of the 
Council of Trent, I. 1. c. 1: 
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